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r
o Abstrace

The rescarch “Search for Regional Contents in the Conternporary Residences in Dhaka
City,” mcludes threc basic key words, namely the regional contents, the contemporary
residences and Dhuka city. As specified by the crilics, the architecture of a FEEION steIms
from certain delermmnants --—-- the reyponse to its culture, climate and local resources.
These are identificd as the repionwl contents which when incarporated precisely,
provides the architecture of a region a sense of belenging to the soil. The critics have also
eslablished that these responses are to be transformed info the built forms which
incorporate the changing social order of the present context The contemporary
urban residences—one of the man thrust of the study is (he outcome of a serics of
transformation and adaptation. They are the resultants of varicus urhan forces Eenerated at
difTerent time and phases of growth of the city. As regionalism slways propagates for
contextual architeciure, hence, a contemporary urban residence carmot be Judyed
independentiy urespeciive of the place 1n which it exists, As the capital of Bangladesh ---
a thurd world developing country with a rich socio caltural and architeotral heritage, the
context of Dhaka can be analysed from two point of views, First, the city contexi in which
the buitt enviromment 15 shaped by a manber of diversified forces like the socio-cultural
values, econonics, political aspirations as well as hustorical connotations, Sccondly, as
part of the global scene, the &ty is exposed to the continuous influences from the
dominant cultures. The present pace of cultural impon is so rapsd that it does not provide
enough time to absorb thern as part of the local culture, This has an adverse effoet on the
architecture wiuch makes st superficial and a mere product of commercial enterprise
Eventually it is resulting into idennty crisis. To overcome this, it is important to create
architecture with a sense of individuality in the global arena A house is the most
personalised institution that speaks for idemtity and (his can be achieved by incorporaring

regional contents in them in the present context.

As far as the contemporary tesidences of Dhuka city concems, the simation is rather
chaotic and the desired built environment is absent, The regional determinants, when
perceived and camried out with their inherent meaning, and principles, cat be the buili
forms into a coherent entity and may elevate the contemporery scene. The study 1s a quest
for exploring repional contents in the conteniporary residences of Dhaka ciy. The

objectives are to identify the variables of repional architecture, to explore the possibility



of incorporating these features in the contemporary scenc and finally to dlelact the repional
contents that are present in the contemporary residences. The task has been camied out in
rwo phases: through literarure survey and the [ield survey. The first fonns the necessary
background studics to explam the key words in the title of the research. The theoretical
considerations and the particular setting of the region are discussed to explain the regional
contents. The evelution of architecture in the region, the traditional architceture, the
history of Dhaka city as well as the transformation of uwhan houses to anticipate the
present scene arg determined. In the field survey, selected contemporary residences thai
cautiously dealt with regional aspects are examined in respect to the regional
determinants. A connection between the traditional houses, early urban houses and that of
the studied houses is made in the light of regonal contents incorporated in (hem
Inferences drawn on the basis of this connection which narrates the way i which the
studied residences comply with the regional contents in (he present contexe This teveals
that certain aspects of each determmnant are present in each case. However their
appearance vary it the changed context. This in tm has provided an winderstanding of

implementing regional contents in the contemporary urban residences,
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» ARBSTRACT

The thesis “Search for Regional Contents in the Contemporary Residences in Dhaka
City,” includes three key words---the regional contents, the contemporary urban
residential archirecture and Dhaka city. The architecture of 2 region stems from
cerlain determinants ----- the responses 10 its culture, elimate and local resources,
These are identified as the regional contents which when incorporated appropriately,
provides the architecture of a region a sense of belonging to the soil. Also, discussimg
regionalism in architecture, the critics have established that these responses are to be
transformed mto the built forms which incorporate the ¢hanging social order of
the present context. The contemporary urban residences—one of the main thrusts
of the study is the outcome of a series of transformation and adaptation. They are the
resullants of vanous urban forces penerared ar different time and phases of growth of
the city. As regionalism always propagates for contextual architecture, hence, 2
contcmporary urban residence cannot be judged independently irmespective of the
place in which it exists, Dhaka the capital and Bangladesh being a third world
developing country with a rich socio cultural and architectural heritage, the context of
the ciry can be analysed from two point of views. First, the city context and secondly,
the global comtext. The comtemporary wban residences in Dhaka city seem to
encounter identity ¢risis. To overcome this, 1t is impormant to create architecture with a
sense of individuality in the global arsma. A house being the most personalised
instirution speaks of identity and this can be achieved by accepting regional contents

it them.

¢ The conternperary residences of Dheka city result into a situaiion which is rather
chactic and the desired built environment is absent. The regional determinants. when
perceived and carried out in accordance with its inherent principles, can tie the built
forms into a coherent entity and may elevate the contemnporary scene. The study, in s
quest for exploring regional contents in the contemnporary residences’of Dhaka city,
involves a: thorough literatare survey and the feld survey The theoretical
considerations and the particular setting of the region are discussed to explain the
regional contents. Also the evohrion of architecture in the region, the traditional
architecture, the history of Dhaka city as well as the transformation of urban houses to
anticipate the present scene are determined. In the field survey, selected contemporary
residences that cavtiously dealt wilh regional aspects ere examined in respect 1o the
regional determinants. A connection between the traditional houses, carly wrban
houses and that of the studied honses is made in the light of regional contents

;
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incorporated in themn. This revealed that certain aspects of cach determinant are
present in each case. However their appearance vary in different context, Inferences
are drawn on the basis of this connection narrare the way m which the studied
residences comply wath the regional contents in the present comtext which i turn
provides an understanding of implementing regional contents in the contemporary

urban residences. Y
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1.3 Resenrch objectives
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1.5, Application
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1.1 Regionalinm Defined

Regionalism is a procesd of regional contents and as such, a cemain style in
architectore which stresses upon intrinsic responses to a parmicuiar context with its
calture, climate and response to the local conditions. In B.Y. Doshi’s words,
‘regional architecture, at its physical level, embodies centuries of learning with regard
to onemtation, climate, building materials and construction techniques. At the spiritual
level, the built form comveys total harmony with the life styls in all its dacly as well as
its seasonal rituals, unifying the socio-cultural and rcligious aspirations of Lhe

individuals and the community.”’

The proposed study intends to consider regionalism as ;
a. Response of architecture to a particular place, culture and climare and
b. Transformation of rthese responscs into built forms that are appropriate (o

incorporare the changing social order of the presenl

1.2 Context of Study

Bangladesh is the heir 10 a very rich socio-
culturel and  architectural heritage, the

reminiscence of great civilisation of the

region, which in December, 1971, gained its
independence, Dhaka, being the capital of the
country, experiences 2 great momentum in the
overall development activities. The rapid
urbanisation has made it as one of the fastest
growing and demsely populated city of the
world. Tt has very recently been declared as
the  eighreenth  among the  larpest

s  Figl.1:The Physical Profile megalopolises of the world.? The inhabitants
of the city are only the first or second generation of urbanites and to them urban

complexities are a rather new phenomenon. The built environment is shaped by a
number of diversified forces, Of them, economics is most predominant one—-—- has
a profound influence on the urban situation. Crihers are social norms, religious values,
political aspirations as well as historical connotation. h the recent past, the lifestyle of
the people has experienced a tremendous change to go along with the complexities
associated with wban life. Architecture is embedded with the immense

responsibility to incorporate these complexitics.

Snlements on e Reacarch 1.1



Regtonal architecture basically involves being aware and conscious of the tadition
and to transform it into the present context. Bangladesh, being a third world country
and Dhakn being the capital of the country, the present comtext of Dhaka can be
judged from two view points. First, it is the contexi of the city, in which an urban
house is the outcome of certain forces like (he socio-cultural values, economics,
pelitics, religious believes as well as historical inferences, And secondly, to be a pant
of the present world, we have to accept the continuous influence from the horizon of
the global scene. The contemporary third world economics is influenced by culmral
neo-colonialism and we are always subject to the imposcd ideas and forces of the
dominat culmres. Throughout the history, inputs of alien culiure have been
accommodated in the local society being imposed by the foreign rolers, With tims it
has become a part of the culture. The present pace of cultural import from the
dominant cultures are so rapid that the society is not gerhing enough time to absorb
tham. The anempt of mimicry has made our architecture superficial and a mere
product of commercial enterprise. It is within this context an architect of Bangladesh
has to work. The trensfer of technology is only a marter of economic considerabon,
but it is never possible to transfer culture that grows out of its own specilic roots. Thus
the search for identity in the global scene is like the search for survival® And the
architect bas ta search for the determinants that give buildings an individuality in the
global arena. He has to accumulate all the forees of urban life, both in the context of
the city &s well as that of the global scene to fulfil his endeavour of creation. In the
process, it is necessary o develop a new cultursl pride in which creative solutions ¢an
emerge despite the restrains of poverty and Jack of superficial technology.’
Architecture has to address the contextual issues and satisfy the varying demands,
‘Bringing togetber the conflicting needs and tesolving diverse influences wuh clariny
in 2 bold starement is to accomplish pood architecture: *

Bangladesh is experiencing architecture by the local professionals since 1966. The
independence in 1971, accelerated the growth of the city and during the 1980°s the
growth gained a tremendous speed. From the very beginning, individual efTorts by the
architects were there to be responsive towards the contexi, However, this effort could
not comtribute mmich to create the desired built environment, And, the rampant

development 1n the urban arcas of Bangladesh raises questions:

a. Arc we in the track of shaping a congenial built environment or

b. Are we simply turning oor cities into hovels? 4

ftatemenis on the Reseurch 1.2



The contemporary residential architecture in Dhaka city is the focus of the study. The
city has maximum pressure of development and experiences tremendous construction
activities. Once a scat of tradition and culture, it is now changing into a warren and
ungainly mixed used quarter. The diversified scene of the residential development is a
testimony of the fact, It seems that the residences at different part of the city are
unable to incorporate the complexities as well as mansitions of urban life in thery and
are failing to constitute a consistent built environment as a whole. For example, in
older part of Dhaka, due to redevelopment, once beautiful, historically as well as
architecturally significant buildings are now being replaced to make mom for new
structures, most of which lacks definition. In newer part of the city, buildings of ell
sons are coming up. They vary so much from one another, even within a particular
area, that the situation has become somewhat chaotic. It does not imply that an entire
city should have similar structures, but a city should have unity amidst diversity in a
broader sense, 4

Thus the present architectural scene in Bangladash, it is necessary to inveshgate,

* “what is unique about our forms of building,

*  what forms are intrinsic to us and,

= what that means for the contemporary architectural scene in Bangladesh.’® The
problem is how the changes may be incorporated without losing the identity ?

50, it is also important to relate architecture with madition, modernity and context.

Contents of regional architecture, if perceived and carried out in accordance with its
icherent principles, can tie the built forms of varied nature into a caherent entity. The
outward appearance of a building is not the main concemn of this concept, rather it has
maore Inferest in its innate qualities. Regicnalism with its contents identifes many of
the most relevant patiems which deal with climate, local materials and context. The
spanal arrangement with due respect to the usage in compliance with the Iifestyle of
the people result into a successful architecture. Regionalism stresses to create
architecture in this inspiration. So, it may not be wrong to assume (hat acceptance of
the repional idiom, social input and environmental determinants can elevate the
contemnporary architectural environment. In the neighbouring countries, there are some
positive attempts that may be considered as somewhat ideal example of repional
architecture. But, in Bangladesh, examples of the kind are rare. The study is a quest
for exploring regional contents in the cantemporary residential arehitecture of Dhaka

city.

S1miements on the Reseanch 1 3



1.4. Research objectives

The research objectives are :

1.5

To explore the possibility of incorporating faatures of regional architecture in the
contemperary scene in the residential architectural development in Dhaka, in

terms of their compatibility with urban lifestyle and built environment.

To identify the characrers that defines the residential architecture of Banpladesh in
the fight of regional contents, particularly the designed residences in Dhaka city.
And finally to defect the regional contents that are present in the contemporary

SCEneS.

. Mecthadology

The rescarch consists of the following phases:

Phase I Literature Survey

Through literature survey, the spirit in which the term regionalism and its contents

are considersd has been established

Sincg this study is one of the initial instances of research in the Feld of regional
architecture in Bangladesh and thai this research intends to provides a base work
in the Beld, a detailed comprehensive background study in the context of
Bangladesh is carried out. The endeavour forms a necessary part of the resgarch
and is placed in chapter three, fous, five and six, Chapter three describes the
setting of the region which is necessary to relate the concept of regional
architecture. Chapter four includes the evolution of architecture in the region
while chapter five describes the various aspects of the indigenous architeciure of
the region in detail. The discussion in thess two chapters make one anticipate the
conternporary scene. Residential architeciure in Dhaka city, as the main thrusi of
the study, has been discussed in chapter six which include the history of the
Dhaka city with its society and subsequent development of houses particularly
that of early urban houses. This chapter also comprise the transformation of the
urban house from its rural counter pan and what is meant by a contemporary
urban house. With all these information pathered, it may now be pussible to go
for the final part of the research which search for (he regional determinant in the
contemporary urhan houses in Dhaka city,

Statermends on the Research [ 4



Phase 11 Field Survey

In the present scene of architectural development in the ey is rather chaotic and
undesired, it is difficult to extract the examples which has positive and sensitive
responses towards the regional determinants. The residences that are selected as case
studies distinctly vary from the general scene and have significant architeciural
importance. They are sclected on the basis of the researcher’s innution and a
reconnaissance survey Although few in numbers, they ere the examples which have
cautiously dealt with the regional aspects.

»  Case Studies;
Prior to the beginning of going through the case studies, discussion on the research
topic has been made with the practising architects. The architects sclected for

discussion follow the following criteria

Sentority and/or,
Professional excellence and/or,
Interest in regional erchitecture

The regional contents in the present context and other related issues are discussed
particularly with those architects whose designed houses are selected as the case
studies. Along with the discussion, drawings of the designed residences by the
selected architects are studied and amalysed. Om site recomnaissance Eurvey is

carried out at this stage.

For case stody, buildings of the following categories arg selected:
a. Ome unit house or duplex/ triplex.
b. Mulii-storied flats and apanments,

The selected houses are studied in the light of regional detenminants namely culture,
climate and response to local resources i.e. use of local material and technology.
In reference to the background studies in the previous chapters, a comrelabion hetweer
these regional contents with the case studies are established. Inferences are drawn in
chapter eight, on the basis of connection between the indigenous, early urhan houses
and that of the contemporary houses in the light of regional contents that are
incorporated in them, Only those aspects of the detenninants are emphasised, whose

significance levels are higher and suitable 1n he present context. The findings narrgtes

Stalements on the Researgh | 5



how do these contemporary residences incorpurqta regional contents in themn or how
do they comply with these determinants. The information compiled provides an
understending of implementing the regional features in contemporary residential
architecture.

LS. Application

The research aims to achien e the foliowing applications:

= The research 1s intended 10 be a base work in the field of regional architecture in
Bangladesh, Therefore, it may offer a scope for further study. This might also
guide the professionals as well as researchers in their constant search for the

architecture appropriate for the soil.

» The research also intends to intrease awareness about regional identity among the

practising archilects as well as clients.

Slatememis o e Reseurch 1.6
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2.1 Delinition:

* Avchitcoture should abways be simultanecusly both old and new for it comes into being ar the
iniersecrion of three maor forcec. The fint represenis fechnology and cconomics. the secand, Crinire
and history and the third, the aspiratton of people. The third force is pethaps the important of alf fn
Asta, we bve In socienes of great cultural heriage, sociefies which wear thetr past as eastfy and
naiurally ay o woman  dropes her sari Yol undersianding nd docepting thie past. let by never
forget the extsiing conditions of sa many of the people and therr strugile io shape o better future, Oniy

@ decadont architectre looks obsessively backwards § F have seen the past ard o warks) At ats most

vitals. archieecure Is an agent of change ™

The statement above by Charles Correa supports the fagt (hat, architecture, to be
competent and conceived semsitively, has to have intrinsic response to its time and

piace. The 1dea of regional architecture synchronises the same mood

Regionalism is an attitude which is relaled to a region, Pror to considering this term
further, it is necessary to have a clear 1dea about what is meant by a region, As
specified by archiiect Suha Ozkan, a gecpraphical region defings many aspects of a
socicty both colturally and environmentally. Cutture includes aspects of life and
prevalent mode of expression whereas nahmal enviromment inciudes climate mnd
topography. Hence, a region, if defined properly, represents all these n a very
complex amalgamate.” The definition above makes it obvious that the architecture of
4 region stems from its cultural and environmental deferminants. Tt identfies
cerlain umque features through ages defined by the tradition and indigenous resources
of a particular area. *These features when enriched by regional assets and modifed by
climatic elements, m to be regional in character.” Thus, *ARegionaliem’ is 8 certuin
style in architecture which aims to find unique responses to a particular place,
culture and climare. Repionalism intends to explore continuities with local tradition.
While ireditionalism reacts at the loss of continuity, regionalism is an outlook which

has predilection for the compatibility between peaple, their artifacts and nature,

But if interpreted only as the representative of culture, hadition or context, it will
narrow down the significance of regionalism which actually has a much broader limit.
Repionalism essentially delineates the ever changing, social order of a region which is
best expressed in the words of William Curtis, *Regionalism, at its worTst, may
degenerale into a skin-deep, instant history, in which ersatz images of the vernacular

combine with pastiches national, historical prototypes. At its best, regionalism

Reganalism and Regienal Contents———--The Thenritical Bach ground 2 1



pentetrales the generating principles and symbolic substructures of the past and
then transforms these into forms (hat are right for the thunging social order of
the present. It 15 a matier of scnaing beneath the surface, the memories, myths and
aspirations that pave a society coherence and energy and then, providing these with an
authentic expression in architectural arrangements, which results into buildings of a
cerlain timeless character, which fuse old and new, regional and universal ** Curtis has
Also mentioned that regionalism is not a marginal phenomenon, rather, if approached
from a sound philesophical basis, it is a bang in the middle of (he present cultural
transfonmations in the third world countries. The ultimate teat is the form of the
building, the quality that it has, something that is clusive, difficult and leaps beyond
ideological catepories in the realm of art. A kind of architecture tha iz neither old or

new but something true
Similarly, ltalian architect Marcello Piacentini, perceives regionatism basicaily as

resolving the debate between impersonal, international, standardised archwiccture and
localised vernacular architecture. *

2.2 Interpretation of Regional Archirecture

To interpret regional architectre, it is necessary to have clear understanding about
two important key words namely vernacular architecture and modernism as well as to

establish their connection with hts concept.

2.2.1 Regional Architetture and Yernacular Archirecture

The vemacular modes of bwldings conslitute an essential part of the repional mend.
The term vernacular 1n architecture is an adjective that refers to an indigenous type of
growth. Bernard Rudofsky, tn his book “Architecture without architects™ coined the
term as “non-predegreed™.® His proposed synonymns were like vernacular, monymeous,

indigenous and rural.

The vernacular trend tends to incorporate local technigues, local materials and local
environments; its wadition, climate, economy as well as the related symbolic
senativihes. The rural vemacular indicates something apart from  academic
aspirations, which is designed by the craflsmen, not by en archited, thus it represemts
the dwelling of the farmer or the craftsman. ‘Vernacular architecture, particularfy the

Fegionalizm and Regunal Comenti————. The: Thewmiteeal Backgronnd i



construction of home and hearth accounts for the bulk of building activity in the
country. Bemg largely outside the ambit of the professional designer, this popular of

folk architecture is closely related to the way of life of the resident community.”’

According to Ammmos Rapoport, vernacular architecture is a part of folk  tradition.
‘The falk wradition, on the one hand, is the direct and unselfconscious translation into
physical form of a culture, its needs and values—as well as the desires, dreams and
passions of a people. ..... _The folk tradition is much more closely related to the

culture of the majority and life as it is reafly lived."®

The vernacular architecture rarely accepts innovation from oniside the region and the
word “tmeless’ is muoch applicable in its descriptions, ‘the bmlding tradition known to
the common man and camed on throngh penerations is stilf very alive and with all ifs
constrainis has withstood the passage of time.”™ The vernacular house is governed by
an accepted madel of building types, rules and hierarchy of functions, which leads to
an accepled setilement patieamn. The consiruction technique is simple and  unobtrusive.
Despite being functionally circumstantial, it is an expression of an inner meaning of
the people, it seeks to achieve the state of balance with the nature rather than to

domuanate it

By mid 70"s, the vernacular trend was distinguished as important souree in which the
basic component of design developed and matured over the cemturies. However, ‘the
relevant guidance of vernacularisin is limited, unless a reinterpretation is made or what
has existed is streiched* As such vermacularism forms a part of regional

architecture.

Regionalism emphasises on conlwwing the local tradition . The approach of
regionalism towards tradition is somewhat analytic It ‘refuses to accept that a
tradition is a fixed set of devices and tmages. [t sces the past as a series of
supenmposed layers of inventions from the earlicst nomadic forms, through villages
and towns, to fater imperial and colonial frameworks.'! The trend deals tradition in a
dynamic process of rethinking some of it"s kernel ideas The problem of containing a
tradition is not a fossilised reproduction of old forms. Rather, it i3 a question of
penetrating the underlying, generating principles of the past, realising where they are

relevant and irrelevant and then mansforming themn in1o present circumstances,

Regioaelsm and Regonal Cotients-————- e Thoormes] Heckgronmd 2 3



2.2.2 Regionalism and Modemism

While regionalism 15 the out come of regional contents like culture, climate and
response to local resource, modemism propagates for mationalism. As the main theme
ol modemism, rattonalism has been expressed in moedem architecture in two ways.
Through functionalism and throogh absiveet rectilincar shapes. Functonalism intends
to create an architecture © that fulfils its direct utilitarian purpose and no others. This
definition serve (o deny the legitimacy of any omament or references to past hisioncal

"!* The aesthetics of abstract rectilinear shape has an equat influence on modem

styles
archilecture. “Like Functionalisin, Lhis aesthetics served to dissociale modemn
architecrure from (he styles of the past. Tt is also mtended to symbolise the regulaiory
and repetitiveness of modam industrialised materials and construction echniques™*
Modern architects believed that the tools of rationalism has made possible a scientific
and universal architecture beyond alt past styles, based on mathematics and the

mmmautable law of natunz,

Modem archatecture sought to cut architceture off form the past (hrough rectilinear
shapes that would produce buildings not recognisable in terms of previous
architectural styles. This eventually led to the creation of the trend known as
‘International Style’, which may be considered as a debased versionm of modern
architecture, Durng 1950°s and 1960°s, this trend was being extensively practised in
which architecture was reduced to boxes of skin and bones ‘It seemed as if the
concrete frame and the air conditiomer were together conspining to demolish local

identity from architecture altogether’.®

Architecture can be interpreted in the light of two parameiers. Omne is the concrete
gualities of buildings in the light of forms, functions and structure. The other
treats building as a statement with respect to context and identity i.e. culture and
hence ahstract in namure The second parameter actualty anchors architecture for it's
absence makes architecrure floating. Conceming the first parameter no conflict arises.
But it is the second parameter as for which, the concept of modern architecture
mzay be questioned. A conscicus architect should have the concern and awareness
about these dual parposes of building and therefore must have commitments to their

creations in this regard.

The end regionalism evolved as a rejection to the glib reproduction of buildings in

the international styles and also as a rcaction apainst the simplistic models of
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nodermsation. But it needs to be clanfied that the regional architects have not
questioned the concrete demands of modern architecture, These include respect
for inherent gualities of building matenal, expression of structure a:;d functional
Justification of forms that constitute a building. These ‘demands do not contradict
much m essence, with anything dooe by an archilect who wishes to adopt a rational
approach.”'® To achieve the goals of regionalism, modemism provides tools and
techniques (o cope with the problem and the categories of aesthetics by means of
which the achievement can be addressed. Therefore the polarity lies between |
‘intermationalism  which demands a global reference a for its exisience and

regionalism, which seeks meaning and context under specific local conditions "

The concept of regionalism in modemn architecture is well expressed in the theory by
Manfredo Tafuri and Franesco dal Co. According to the theory, the history of modem
architecture is ‘Janus -Faced”, which defines the two (acets of modem history that deal
with the problem of identity. *On one side, it is the record of an mereasing ohjective
loss of identity * and on the other, * 1t reveals a series of subjective cfforts made to
recover thal lost identity.....’'® This other side has been represented in the regonal
movement in architecture which attempts to establish identity, 10 find out the featurcs
of 1dentificabon, to ceme up with distnet regional features sparnt fiom the
homogenising effects of the imternational styte. To achieve this, Manfreda Tafuri and
Franesco dal co, hes stressed to the need to tansform the absiracer werk into the
concrete work, ‘of nsing and meulding modern technigues of buildings into distinct
regional patierns, of giving a regional flavour to functions which now transcends

rational or regicnal boundaries,””

To evolve mn indigencns modem siyle in Asia, a peat deal of expenmentation is
required for a number ol issues need to be considered such as traditional styles of pre
colonigl heritage, nationalisiic asperations, modemism, intermational styles and so
forth The international style tended to break away regional identily thmoughout the
world. However, aternpts to re-cstablish the 1dentity are also evident. The architecrure
in the neighbouring countries of Bangladesh, particularly jn that of India and Sri
Lanka, has its acquaintance with contemporary thoughts and ideas particutarly that
with modemism, however a regiomal consciousness is present in  these
neighbouring countries and rtheir architectural history has added another

dimension in this regard.
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The direct search of a regional style may result inp 2 narrow perspective on
architectural creativity. Therefore Tndia’s thoughtful architects sre attempting to Tevive
Indian architectural valucs in a more subtle manner, Tn their efMort to retrieve their
identity, they ‘are alert 1o the hazards of pastiche; they have made a conscious
determination not o repard the architectural heritage as a store of maditional motifs
which can be attached (0 modem buildings to Indianize (herm. They are imsistent that
tradition must be interpreted, it must be intcgrated wath, not sprinkled over,

moademisin,™®

As lor example, Charles Correa approaches his architecture as “form follows climate’
n which pricrity to the macro environment determines many aspects of the built form.,
A contemporary existence to the traditional understanding of space and its cultural
implication is explicit in the works of Raj Rewal. ' The works of B.Y. Doshi is quite
an ideal which combines the reformist ethos of the modemn movement with a fr more
ancient spiritual wradiion™The other contemporaries Jike Apant Raj, Achyut
Kanvinda, Utam Jain, Sabsk Grover end many more, have their concem in this
regard. In So Lanka, architect GeofFrey Bawa is fully aware and appreciative of
mternational developments and of what modemn architecture has to ofler, b has firm
toots in his counmies radution. This concern for identity is rather universal which is
rellected in the titles of & number of recent articles by some of these practising
architecls: Raj Rewal has wrinen on, “The Relevance of Tradition in Indian
architecture” and Ram Sharma on “Roots and Relevance™. Charles Correa comtrasis
‘transfers’ (the literal quotation of historical forms) with ansformations (the
assimilation of them), and he has a horror in grave digging * Architect Uttam Jain, is
cqually assertive, ‘My dependence on Indian traditional architecture is derivative
rather than imitative. 1t is a response to culture, climate, people, materials, fustorical

spaces and not to literal boilt formg------- Pastiche has no room in my belief

These architects have made significant contribution in archileciure by confronting,
questioning, assimtlaimg and sometimes, even rejecting modem architecturs in the
light of tradition. By having a hansparent understanding, of the maditional spaca, these
professionals actually elevaled the quality of the architectural environment, They are
diligently working, (o achieve the eppropriate relationship of architecture to tradition
and modernity with respect to context. Thus their works will always be a source of

inspiration ,
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2.3 Conclusion:

On the basis of above discussions, it may be summarised that the regiomal contents
represent the deep rooted idioms of the tradition and context, while vernacular
erchitecture reflects the concern to the local conditions: the facets of modem
architecture represents the horizon of the global scene. Thus it is now possible to
examine the architecture of thas region both in the light of regional, vernacular as well
as modern thoughts. As the first step of this noticn, comprehensive idea about the

setting, of this region is smportant and hence discussed in the next chapter,
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3.1 Infroducton:

A region represents both the cultural as well as (he envirommental aspects in a
complex amalgamate. Present Bangladesh had been a part of the Greater Bengal
which possesses certain uniqueness in its culture, history and environment. Pgor to
discuss the evolution of architecture of Bangladesh, 1t is necessary to have a clear idea
about the background of the country and also the influences that constitutes the
setting, |

3.2 Location ;

Bangladesh is situated in the north eastern side of the South Asian sub-contment.
Being the larpest deltaic fat plam of the world, the peopraphy of the couniry lies
between 20 34° N and 26 38" N lanilude and berween 88 017 and 92 41" E longimdes -
--the tropic of cancer runaing throngh the midpoint of the country. The reasons for the
flatmess may be because the aress as far as 150 km isiand is only % km above the sea,
the slope of the land is less than 8 cm per km.

Spreading between the eastern

Himalzyes and the DPay of
Bengal, the country shares the
borders of India in its three sides,
on the north, the west and (he
easi--—-execpt a lile portion of
Burma on the south (Fig 3.1} It
is strategically localed between
two geo-culral matrices. ‘Oa
the ene hand, it has always been
considared pan of a western
orbit, formed by larger Indian
culture, bw  also  extending

towards Persia, Arabia and

. .E__ . ] | 1?' ] ultimately Europe. This aspect 15
|
P T seen in most explicit levels of

12
B N culture: langwage, liturgies, the

institutions, and the laws. On the
»  Fiz.3.]1 Bangladoh:Political Boundary other hand, at a primordial or
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foundarion level, there 1s an irreducible strahon {inked with an eastern marrix formed

mostly by South East Asia,”!
With an arca of about 143,998 sq. km, the country is one of the most densely
populated countries in the world It accommodales an estimated population of 116

mlhon (1991} with an average density of population of 800/5q.km.

3.3 Topography and Climate:

Physical and cultural factors have always been the sources of 1deas which generale the
forms and contents of archilecture in & particular region. In Bengladesh, topographical

85 well as climatic [actors have created a signrficant inMyence in this regard

The eastern matrix is predominantly a water based civilisation and also, it is a matnx
of ‘rice culture’. This riverine dynamics and agricultural rituals have formed the basis
of value construction, of a collective ethos and myths and of the articulation of self

identity,”

The topography of Bangladesh is basically a low lying flat land criss-crossed by
innumerable rivers and also dotted by marshes and lakes. The main three o &S, river
Padma, Meghna and Jamuna , with their nurerous mibutaries and distmboranes waler
and drain (his immense delta ‘Formed by the silt. (hen constantly zhaped and
reshaped by the rvers which themsclves are perpetually shufting and changing, the

land has a cerlain amorphous characrer, ™

Bangladesh has a sub-tropical monsoon climate. The country is a land of six seasons
in a year prominent of which are three—---- winter, summer and monsoon, It is marked
by beavy ranfall during the four months of Monsoon Fom June to September, a
winter of four months from November to February and hot humid conditions m
between. Average rainfall is quiet high which is about 254 cmfyear. 5un is intensc
except the monsoon months. The heavy rainfall results into the extensive growth of

vegetaton which gives a year round verdant look 1o the whole country.

Fertility of Jand is the main resource of Bangladesh. As the land of rivers, the life of
the people here is often guided by their courses. The rich alluvium deposited by the
nvers is reedily available in the land. Therefore, it is immensely suitgble for

agnculture, the main occupation of the majority of the peopie. Also, it logically
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encouraged the manufacture of abundant bricks wbich has become the chief
building material of Bangladesh. Certain pliant indigenous matenials like trmber,
bamboo, cane and reeds which prow in sbundance in the soil greally influenced the
creation of roof curve—the typical Bengali hut derived from bamboo framework to
throw ofY (he heavy monsoon rain. ‘Besides the life susmining occupation around rice
and Fsh the Bengal delta is characterised by the life enhancing occupation around
bamboo weaving and clay moulding, i.e. baskstry and pottery.”* The art of weaving is
present in the ohjects of everyday vse and in the fabrication of bamboo mats and other
architectural elements. Clay the less expensive but excellent plastic medium resulted
into the development of the art of potlery and terra-cotta which achieved cerlain
uniqueness in 1ts variety and richness in this whole subcontinent From very ancient
(imes, it is the soil that, besides being fertile for cultivation, has created he
predominant building material, brickwork adomed with mtricate terra-cotta arl on the
surface.

3.4 The Political Framework of Bangladesh

Bangladesh, before 1947 had been the larger and the eustern province of Bengal.
Bengal has an incessant history which dates back to more than 2000 years back. The
richness of its colture, fertility of soil around, its opulence have attracted MATNETS,
traders, travellers and also invaders from all over the world who have setiled here to

have a lite of ease and comforl,

However, owing to its location on the castern part of the subcontinent, the mvaders
coming; from the westim side came into this regien afler a certain period of their first
gniry to the subcontinent Therefore, ‘their influence on Benpal was felt much Jater in
modified forms.” The only exception is the advent of the Brntish miers who first
occupied Bengal and took over the rest of lndia eventually.

Historically, Benpal was not always a single ennty. Barrie M, Morrison, from his
study on copper plates from 433 AD-1285 AD, had identified at least four kangdoms
contained within the preater ]3.~=.-.11ga1f1 namely, Varendra, Samamath (Eastemn
Bangladesh), Banga (Central Bangladesh), and Rarh {West Gengal)(Fig 3.2). Since
1300 BC, all these four kinpdoms were mmled at different times by the Hindu and
Budhist monarchs, By 1200 AD, the region was conquered over by the Muslims. 1t is
the narthern part of Bengal (Pundra Bardhana} which came first under the Muslim
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occupanion, when in 1204 AD, Tkhtiyarnddin Md. Khelji defeated [aksanan Sen,
Smce then up w the time of the Mughals, the entire region was administered by
dilferent Mushm raters. During the period known as the ‘pre-mughal’, the connection

4
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=  Fig 3.2, Present Bangladesh in Context of Historical Perspective

with Delbi became tenmous. In mid- fourieenth century, all parts of Bengal were
unified by Sultan Shamsuddin Hyas Shah. This led to the mdependent Sultanate period
in Hengal which formed a sipnificant parl of history “as it allowed decp rootcd
ideclogies to the surface of the region.”” During this time, Benyal emerged as a pation
with distinctive lnguape, architecture and litcrahme—the monuments of the region

became the expression of Bengal entity.

Later on by 1576 AD, Benga! became the ‘Subg’ {provinge) of the Mughals, The
imposing Mughal style created a discontinuity with the regional identity .The idea of
politicel centralisation was the specific feature of the Mughals and eventualiy a fendal
system was itated which ended in 1757 with the batile of Plasssy. In 1905, with the
partitron of Bengal, present Bangladesh and Assem formed the eastern province of the
British rule. The imperialist culnral imposition, initiaied by the Mughals were
propagated further out by the British which compietely severed the continuity of the

socio-culnral and economic life of Bengal.
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Up o 1947, Bengal had been the single large province of the British for nearly 200
years. In 1947, when the British lefi India at the end of the colonial era, India and
Pakistan emerged as two independent slates. Yhe basis of division between them was
religion. Accordingly, Benpal too was divided in relation to the religious proups-—-
Hindus and Muslims. Becanse of Muslim majority, the eastern part of Bengal, the
present Banpladesh became a part of Pakistan. However, the wnified Pakistan did not
last long as there have been scrious incompatibility in rerms of social, cultural and
economic as well as hnguistic aspects bebween Cast and West Paldstan, The Bengalers
always had a distinct 1dentity among the people of the subcontinent which gave them
pride and consciousness, As a result, Bangladesh, the land of the lznguapge ‘Hangla’,
previously East Pakistan, once East Bengal of the Briush, finally fought for and

gamned its sovereignty in December, 1971.

3.5 The Ethnic Background and the Sociul Sctting

The overwhebning majority of the popuialion m Banpladesh forms a homogenous
ethnic groop today, However, the racial mix of diverse races occuned in this refom
for a long period of time. In order to understand the background of the social
condition in Bengal, some of the important deductions as made by the anthropologists
in respect to the people of Bengal are discussed below. |

The people of Bengal may be broadly classified into two major groups: the higher
classes of people---the Aryans and Aryanised elements within the framework of casie
syset and the primitive tribes like the Kols, Subaras, Pulindaras, Hadi, Doms,
Chandals etc. The later group comprise ihe carliest inhabitants of Bengal. They were
Avstro-Asians and descendent from the non-Aryan peopie of the Rigvedic age.
Eventually they submerged with people of higher enlture—the dark skin ‘Dravidians’
from the Wesiern India and the light skin ‘Aryans’ fom the Central Asiz The dark
skinned Dravidians may be considered as primal masses of this subcontinent, By
about 2000 AC the light skinned Aryans encroached the subcontinent. The racial
composition of the Aryan group is a question of primary imporiance in the study of
social condition in Benpal. The Aryans had a social struciure composed of three
‘vamas’, with an hierarchy of caste in accordance with their functions, namely
Brahmins, Kshairyas and Vaishyas. Each group served definte duties towards the
community and they maintained a complementary relationship to each other. A fourth
class known as Sudras were transformed through the progress of Aryanisation that
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attempted to bring the indigenous people wnlo the framework of Aryan society. And
the majority of these converied people were classified as untouchables. By the time
that Bengal adopted the Aryan culture, numerous castes and sub castes had been
gvalved.

‘It was probably one thousand years before the birth of Chnst that the Banp mibe of
the Dravidian siock was pushed out of their original home by the Ayryan
expansionists ** Around 1000 BC, being driven off by the Aryans, the Bangs further
moved towards the southesst and settled in the delta region formed by two mighty
nvers--the Ganges and the Brahmaputta *The suffix ‘al’ is a Sansknit word meaning
rased mounds and the Aryans used the word Bengal to mean the ferritory where
the Bang rribe used o live in the Vedic cra. ™

In the early centuries of Christian era, the followers of different religions sects-
Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jaima poured into Bengal The political power of the
Guptas in Bengal reflects the ascendancy of the orthodox followers of Brahmimical
religgon. The prowing importance of Bengal as an Aryan settlement is evident in the
inscriptions found up til] (ifih and sixth century AD, Though the Buddhist infMuences
dates back 1o 300 BC, the rulers of the Pala dynasty{B00 ADY) upheld this orthodox
System as an ideal,

By 1200 AD, the country came under the Muslims and by 1600AD, the conniry the
Mughals dominated the scene followed by the British. Thus, with the passage of time,
an influx of people of other mces—-the Arabs, the Turtks, the Afphans and the
Persians---—-made Bengal their home. Amongst the Emropeans who came for trade, the
Portnguese were the first, followed by the Dutch, the French, the Armemans, the
Greeks and the English.’"”

3.6 Religious InfMluence

Bangladesh contains one of the larpest Muslim population of the world, but
throughout its history, Bengal hes been predominantly influenced by thres religious
believes: Hinduiam, Buddhism and Islam. *As a country with a tradition of communal
harmony and toicrance, Bangladesh acted as a melting pot of various cultures and

religion.”!
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Hinduism is a philosophy that represents the view of & man and his position in the
untverse. It is the outcome of the synthesis of two former religions of the Brahmins
and those of the agriculmrist Dravidians, The religion is divided among the followers
of three main deities: Brahma, the creator, Yishoo the mamtainer and Shiva the

destroyer. Tn Bengal, the Hindus are mostly the followers of Vishnu

The philosophical doctrines of Buddhism formulated by Lord Buddha becarne strong
into the region as a protest apainst sociat incqualities of Hindwism. The simple
expression of the philosophy was reflective of the common people and as such it
became extremely popular and well accepted by the mass. Buddhism in Bengal lasted
for a longer span than that in other parts of India It was mainly concentrated on the
then Varendra and Samatath. “When Hiuen Tsang visited Rengal in 7th century there
were more than 20 monasterics in samatath alone and more than 20 Viharas in
Pundravardan.”?  However by the invesion of the Hindn rulers, Buddhism was
gradually pushed from Bengal towards the far East,

The Arab Muslims began to come to the region from the early mineteenth century
[ollowed by the Muslims of central Asia. The people of Bengal became maore attracted
10 the liberal faith of 1slam. ‘1slam in Pengal did not come by conquest and force,
unlike north India, but came quietly through the medium of saints.”"* In 13th Century,
a mass conversion to Islam occnrred and the chief ngents for this conversion was not
the mlers but the Sufi missionaries, ‘Today, the world’s second largest Muslim cthnic
group, after the Arabs, is the Bengali people.”*

3.7 Conclusion

The comprehension of the architecture of a panicular place, necessitates a proper
understanding of the culture of that place end its influence towards constituting its
architecture. Bangladesh, as a region has experienced different political and religious
forces whiich evenmally influenced the cultura! and intellectual arena of the society,
Atlitudes of the people changed with new exposures, Accordingly, the architecture of
the regicn also faced changes. But, despite all, certain mherent attitndes deep within
the mind of the common people have remained Arm which formed a strong sense of
identity. This passion has been reflected in buildings through ages in many ways and
has become the essence of architecture of Bangladcsh. |
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4.1 Introducton

Architecrure, probably is the most promunent of the atiributes that a nation can chaose
for itself in the process of progress to define its heritage and culture, Dwellings are the
outcome of men’s struggle to natural forces which is conditionad by culwre and
history. Regionalism aims al unravelling the layers, to see how indigenous archenypes
have been hansformed by invading forms and in turn to see how forem imports have
been adopted to the cultural soil.’ Thus, it is essential to search for the evolution of
architecture in Bangladesh and to wace its history and idenfity through its architecture

The architectura! heritage of the region is a substantial reflection of its VeTy ancient
and eventful history. The dated history of architecrure in Bengal can be taced back

from third century BC and can be broadly classified into four dilTerent penods:

*  Pre-Brinsh Period (300 BC-1757 AD)

= British Period (1757-1947)

= Post British Penod (1947-1971)

* The Penod of Independence ----The Present $cene (197] ll now}

4.2 Pre British Periad

Ihe architectural style of the pre-British period can be divided into three disturct

phases,

Angient Period (300 BC—1100AD) : The architecture of thus phasc is primarily

characierised with Buddhist monasteries and

laier by Hinde temples. The origin  of

Cruciform Buddhist smpa on a square base
is it Bengal which later became a standard
¢ model of Temple fonn in Southeast Asia
£ (Fig.4.1). O the other band, the Hindy

= Figdl. Paharpur Monasiery 770- temples, which odginated in other parts of
£16 AD India, has wundergone a  series  of

transformations in the focal context,

Evolubien af Archucerise in Bengal ‘TIE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 4.1



Muslim Sultanate Period{ 1204-1576 AD):
This is “an cra of great creative achvity
primarily based on the existing c;;lnre of
Bengpal, The Muslim rulers had a sensitive
and sympathctic outlook 1o the local culture

and context. As a resalt the architecture of this

' pericd 13 marked with strong regional
* Fig 42 Gopinath Temple 1700 . .
AD elements and iits complete synthesis with
¢xtemal ideas and concepts In fact, Bengal
can be identified s5s & land of modest
architecture. Except the reimainders Jike that of
_ Paharpur, Manamati  and  Mahastangar,
basically the place s niether characterised

with monuments nor it was adomed with

palaces as in other pans of the subcontinent.

Rather, there generated a rich indigenous style
» Figd43 Chota Sona Mosque

150841 unique to this region which came out from the
temitonal  conditions. hr the phase, new
building types such as Mosqu&s and
Mansoleums were introduced. Sultannaie
architects lzarned their lessons from the

commoen huat and also the from the then

contgmporary  temples  which  too was
developed from the hut® ‘The fransfer of the

*  Fig 4.4, Atya Mosque 1609AD

uniquely curved roef of the bangla hut, from bambao and thatch to masonry,

wias 4 Sulmnnate contribution® *

The specific features of this pernod includes:

+ extensive use of Bangla roof (derived from rural hut),
» the eurvilinear cornice with hanping eaves,

* rich surface decoration with terra-cotta art and

» extensive use of brick as construction material
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Mughal Period (1576-1757 AD): The political centralisation of the Mughals had
imposed an uniform style of architecture in Bengal. And as such, Bengal, for the first
me experienced a break in the contnuity of its architectural tradition, The pericd
underwent changes in use of material as well as expenenced large scale projects, o
contrast to the numate scale prevailing in the Sultannate period, Although the
accomphskmenis of the Mughals were much modest 1n scale in Bengal as compared

to that in Northemn India

“The Mughal anthorities brought about a new changes, with a new architecrural order,
a new scnse of sophistication and refinement, discarding some of the established

architectural elements’” As for example, »

introduction of plastered panels in place of

.} pravide horizontal panels, » three domed

: mosques in place of famiiiar muiti-domed

mosques in Bengal cke.

*  Fig.4 5 Khan Md, Mridha's
Masque, Lalbagh 1704 AD

4.3 British Period {1757-1947)

The British rule created a somewhat devastating influetice in the subcontnent, The
process of decay (hat already began in the feudal impenial siate of the Mughals, was
turther deteriorated by ihe European enmy, Kamil Khan Mummaz, mentdoned in
“Architecture in Pakistan®, that duning the British peniod, the arls and crafts in the
subcontinent was 1 a state of decline.” Even the grear bullding traditom by the
Mughals was taken over by the British which was rather imitative in nahere, The
colomal period, not only crealed a discontinuity in the development of distingt
regional styte of architecture, but also severed the socio-cultural and economic life as

it has ransformed the raditional soctety in various ways (Detailed in chapter six).

During the Brtish period, Cualcutta, (he capital city, Mourished as 2 centre of
commerce and sdminisiration. Present Bangladesh, the Eastern portion of Bengal, was
made & linterfand of Calcutta. The structures of the Brirish were characterised with
imperial imperatives. ‘Thus the overall effect was monumental oppressiveness and

exposure of power and an alien dominance supportive of their political will.” In the
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early phase, the British buildings were the true copies of the European Neo Classical
style. New visval Imageries totally alien to the repion were inroduced. The visual

impact of the Greco-Roman features in white plasters had no relationship to thewr

context, culture or even to the climare,

Nicholus Church, St.Antones Church, Armenian  Church,
Gaxipur Panjorah. Dhaka

s Fig 4.6 The Introduction of Enropean Buildings in the Region,

Cradually, climate was the Tirst factor to be incorporated into the Furopean buildings,
As such the British buildings, later on were characterised by the amalgamation of the
Anglo Indhan ¢lements and forms. Thus, a hybrid style using local elements such as
overhanging eaves, wooden lattices, verandas eic. were added to the basic

European built forms.

The period of (he British rule has ofien been termed as a ‘rapture” which tied to cut
vanous aspects in the region from thetr roots. But whether (his long span of 200 years
can be summarised into a single narrative is a point to ponder, ‘As beyond and along
with the narrative of foreign dominanon and colonisation can be discerned into
another narrative--one of growth of what has been called an ‘awakening’® The positive
inpact of the British phase is reflecied in ‘Bengal Renaissance’ in nineteenth century
which represents the development of a prowing nationalism as well as the transition

from feudalism to modemity.

As for Bangladesh, the country was never nnder the direct seat of either Brtish
impenal power or of the Mughals The mere imimtion of Western buildings
mentoned above were exiensively constructed in other parts of (he subcontinent,
particularly in Calcutta and Delhi. ‘The change that the British brought about in
architectural styles represents instead a blend between the existung architecture, an
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Ahsan Manzil Curzon Hall, 1904

+  Fig 4.7, The Blend between Mughal and British Structures.

imponiation of Hriush Evropean butlding techniques and designs, which are combined
0 meet the needs of the colonial power.”® Dhaka, once famous as the romantic
Eastern capulal, contained some buildings of British [mperial tradition. Some
represents the blend of Mughal and Bntish style, as for example the Curzon Hall,
Ahsan Manzil etc, (Fig.4.7).

In British period, two mteresting development took place in the residential burlt forms
of the region. Furst, lhe development of ‘Bungalow’, a derivative of ‘Bangla’ that
refers o a certain building type for the use of the British rulers. Secondly, the
"Mansions® of the rich Bengali marchents (Fig.4 8). The bungalow, both in name and
form, onignated in India, a fact more easily recognised since the creation of Bangladesh --
~-—-a produet of cultures in contact, an indigenous mode of shelter adopted and adapied
for Evropems living in India %t reflects the transformation of the simple hut of Bengali
peasantd 1mlo a basic residential unit of the eolomisers. On the other hand, the mansions
were with highly omamented facades as the symbol of the afTluence of (he local elites,
however Lhe plans resemhled the traditfonal lifestyle.

Bungalow

Mansion

Fig 4 8. The Two Distinet Residentinl development in British Period.
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4.4 The Post-British Period

At the begmning of this period in 1947, with the independence of the subcontinent, India
and Pakistan emerged as two independent nations, As for Bangladesh, the then East
Palastan the freedom from the shackles of 200 year old colonial mile brought the country
into ancther era of political subjugation. ‘The Wesl Pakistanis had censolidared

adminisiray ¢ and economic power in their hands and Fast Pakistan was being used as g
colony for the landed gemtry and bourgeoisie of West Pakistan "' The emly common
bondage was religion, otherwise not only these were apan in tenns of their physical
distence but also were toially different in their socio-culmrsl outlook Thus the
architecrural trend i this period “swayed between two extremes’’ and the profession was
dormnated by foreign archutects

At one extreme, there have been a neglectful aftinude by the anthoribes conceming the
development activities m ties region, o the field of archuecture, the smfe was the main
client, Pubhic Warks Deparanent (PW D)} was the main builder. The democratic set up for
the pracrce of architecture was totally absent. The major portion of the desipn activity was
conducted either by non architects or by foreign architects. Buildings dexipned by tham
cowld hardly relate the local climate, need or the environment The few consultans
patronised by the government and non-Bengali sndustrialist and raders produced ‘...cheap
(stamni¢ cliches end a distarted view of modem architecture in order to identify with the

sentiments of lslamic revivalism and progress.”

On the other extrerme, the post-colonial period in the decade of 607, experienced some
positive evenls that lias a significant influence over the developrment of Rurure course of
architecture m the country. °..There was chaos in archiiecture, but there were
achievemenis too. It wasz in this decade, (ut formal architectirsl educadon was
established. And it was 1n this decade thar important foreign architects like Lows I Kahn,
Paul Rudolph, Constanon Doxiadis, Richard Neutra, Stanley Tigermen producad thewr
works here, It was at Dhaka in 1968 (hat the most imponant conference of the Institute of
Architects Pakismn was orgamsed, proclaiming 2 new spirit in architectore, In the B0's,
there were very few practising architects, there were gaps m architectural sensibiliy, and
inadequarely trained people with vested interests were operating within the profession, yel
there was am agreement among (he architects t offer their very best to society.’
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Up to 1947, there had been no formally trained local architert in the country. Muzharul
Islaum, the first practicing Bengali architect, rained abroad started his career in 1953, He
has ‘smgly formed the first generation of
contemporary archifects and laid the basis of a
profession and an intellecrual  discipline.’™
Although he was faithfid to the (enets of
modermism, but ar the same time, a growing
Bengali style with resped to the context, is visible
m his works, At College, Dhaka (1952) is an
excrplary work of the period,

= Fig 4 9 Arl College, [955

In 1962, the setting up of the first school of architecture as part of the Engineering school
created a significant influence over the feid of architectural profession in this wegion The
first barch of architects graduated fiom this school in 1966, And flus murked the
beginning of practising architecture by the local professionals which eventually has
given direction {o the contemporary architectural development in Bangladesh

The archieectore by the expatmate architects dunmg this period comiributed another
dmension in the architectural wend in Bangladesh. Archiwers like Robert Bouighy,
Stanley Tigerman, Paul Rudolph, Constumine Doviadis and Lowis | Kahn wers
commissioned to design public buildings. This is probably one of te most influencing
events 1n the archirecral development of the country. Not only did they introduce the
then International style in modemn architecture but also they showed the way to come out
of the too simplistic attitude of this stvle and at the same tine to meorporate the contexd
tnio the designs. Although Western biased, the projects not only added a new dimension in
architectare bt also they remained a constant source of mspiration n the search for a
deeper meaning and purpose of architecture,

The most significant event in this period is the idea of developing a Second Capital
Complex at Shere-Bangla Napar, Dhaka (Fig. 4.10). The caommissionng of Louts |
Kahn for the project has resulted into the creation of one of the greatest architectural works
of the century. ‘The Capilal Complex at Dhaka by Louis [ Kahn, became an impartant
landmark in the confemporary architecture of the coumry and also m the world
architecture scene.’”
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A comparison berween the Capital Complex and those of the PWT buildings fostered by
Pakustan built in 1950°s exernplifies the change in their mode, The buildings in the {950’
do not relate to the environment in which they occur. On the conirary, the Capilal
Complex, coming out fom the strict discipline of modem erchitecture, is smoothly
blended with the environment in which it is built. However, duning e years of 1947-

1971, with a growing sense of national as well a3 regional consciousness, there was an
attempt by the Iocal professionals to relage the built forms with (he context,

*+ Tig.4.10. The Capital Complex, Dhaka.[962-1950.

4.5 Post Independence Period...... The Present Tread

In 1971, afier mdependence, the nation became engaged with the immense task of
rebuilding and reconstruction activities, The anm was o resiore the cconomy end che
basic infrastructure of the country, The first five years of mdependence was marked
with rehabilitation works, Architecture or building projects were in a Frigid state.
Eventually, with the aspiration of a newly emergent country, the naron building
activities began to reccive momentum. The comntry experienced comsruction of
diversified projects. Architecture, as & profession appeared with remendoys potentials
in the process. The new setting put architecture as part of the building indvstry. The
growth of urban population fivm a litde over 6 million in 1974 to about 14 million in
1981 added a new dimension to the building industry,

The contribution of the new siream of local architects in the last 30 yoars marked the
beginmng of the contemporary architecture m Bangladesh, Independence created the
desired dt;moc:ralic covironment to the local architects, Thts offered grear
opportunitics for them 1o begin therr practice in the new country, With the newly
eslabhished political set up, the question of reiterating and establishing a national
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contrbute much o create the degreg buiji STVIromen;
reflected 1hp misguided anq
elaie themselyves with the context and culture, Only a few architects were_ ab)e to find

4 somewhat meaning fiy] EXpression of their works in relation to the context

The contemporary architecture of Bangladesh is characterised with varied angd diverse
building types both 1o the pubhc and privaie secror development. Afer 1975, Western
assislamce, particelarly from USA and aid from Middle East lowed in the country to
undertake various development works, Along with his rising “conomy, the country
started 10 carry out larpe scaie Projects for heaith ang famnily planning, agriculture,
livestock and fisheries, educagonal facilities, corporate office towers, the development
of existing and new cantonment areas eic, However the majority of public sector
architectural works were under the direct contol of the government Pubhc Works
Departmem (PWT). This has been greatly deftimental to (he healihy growth of
profession in the country. The beaurocratic systern has linle appreciation of
architecture or the physicel environment or the physicel pianning. Beng biased with
the western training and education, these beaurccrates ofien inflyence and impose
their sense of aesthetics and concepts in the desiym propositions at ther development
phase. ‘In developing countries such as Bangladesh the utilisaton of natural
Tesources, manpower and nadonal wealth requires meticnlous economic amd physical
pianning. The British were insensitive 1o this vilally important factor and
unfortunately, the situation has changed litile since independence, ’'*

On the other hand, in the provate secior development, the emcrgence of ‘nouveau rick’,
a new elite class led to the creation of anather noticeable trend in the present day
architecrure. Under the paronage of this class, ‘residential suburbs are growing as an
exposiiion of architectural extravagances and fantasies,”'” with the introduction of the

pastiche of Post modernism and cheap Islamic clichés.

Actually, to achieve a consistent and cohexent architectural developiment, the architerts
cannot be solely mmsponsible as the socieral forces also plays a dominant role. At
present, ihe sociery, specially the higher class are now exposed to the global scene. It
seems that the aititude as well as the values of the clients, are now being inflyenced by
the apparent get up which in wrm has a harmfy] eflect in our architecture. They are
ignorant of the very essence of architecture and according to them, a noticeable
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Hermann Gmeiner Social Center, Bangladesh Agricultural Resesrch National Archives, Dhaka
Ehulna, 1985, Council Dhaka, 1982

* Fig 4.11. Contemporary Warks of The Local Architecis

4.6 Conclusion

‘The present architectural trend in Bangladesh is marked with heterogeneity of
different styles. Many of the recent structures are built without the consultation of any
architect and in many cases the architects are conquered by the unaware willingness of
the clients. Bul, stiil there is Light at the end of the tunne] as there exists a counterpart
of the attitude which hes unspoiled intentions for aclueving a contextual architecture,
A longing for resurrection of the century old radition accommodaimng the changing
socio-culural needs of the society is there. Although few in numbears bul many of the
architects are ENCOMpromismg, convincing and  have began to explore new
possibilities of local resources. They have started to change the notion of the people
about architecture by their works, As such, the search and interpretation of the
iriditional buildings and transtormation of these reelisation into the present comtext is

underway,

Through a detail discussion of the indigenous architecture, a connection between the
comemporary scene end the tmditional setilement can be established, ¥ is only then one
can meally compare (he simulwities and dissimilarities ag weil as heir mode of
trans formation in difTerent comext,
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5.1 Introduction

Over the centuries, men developed the tradition of a region through trial and error and
s such evolved a culmure specific architecture which st persists in the rural arcas.'
Bangladesh has a building iradition exclusive only to this region and its people with
specific coliural heritage and regional assats.? Thus the raditional house form of mra
Bangladesh is an example of culture and religion specific social product.

Bangladesh 15 predominantly & rural based country. Urbanism is relatively & new
rhenomenon for Bangladesh. Most of the city dwellers are the first or second
genergtion of urbanites and mimy of them just stared their urban life Alchough the
mcreased pressure of urbanisation has made the vrban life much complex, shll the
way of lifg of (he urban dwellers owes much (o their rural origin. And the space use in
urban dwellings indicates (that many of the traditional atritude towards the organisation
of space have remained unchanged in the urban sethng Thus, it is imperative to have
a conspicuous comprehension sbout the rural life and raditional archrtecture of the
country in order to armive at the basis to formulate the design approach for the

contemporary urban house in the light of regional contents.

5.2 Approach:

Te comprehend as well as to explicate the very essence of any architecture, a clear
perception about two things are necessary: the nature of the architectural arifaces
themsehves and (he many forces responsible for their production. In this regard, the
mdigenous architecrure of Bangladesh may be analysed in the light of two point of
views, First the morphological development and secondly, the anthropological
backgrownd. The morphological development desls the nual dwellings in terms of
their physical aspects emphasising the process by which the elements deterrmine the
factors of identity. On the other hand, the anthropelogical background determines the
activity pattemns of the house and the related spaces m terms of functional, social and

religious outiook.*
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As far as the archikcture of rurmal
Bangladesh is concerned, it is the rural hut
that forms the genesis of traditional Bengali
house (Fig.5.1). The bent roof shape of the
tural hut 18 considered as one of the

identifying characteristics of the architecture

of Bangladesh, The archetype refiects the

*» Fig 5 1 The Hut way of life of the rural people, their social

ethos imd responses to the local resonrces
and to the climatic elements. The inner theory end IMages ------ the desigrn, form and
character has remained relativcly unchanged and constant for centures, T( 15 based on
the ancestral folk wisdom deeply rooted in the soil and entwined in the fabne of the

society,™

5.3 The Rural Hﬂmtstl:nd:‘

Indigenous homestead reflects the collective consciousness of people. The mral
people of Bangladesh are religicusly conscious, have simple attitudes towards life
with a peace loving pature, Agriculture being the cluef occupation, ‘a store fouse full
of rice, a pond fill of fish and a house fidl of relatives' is the age old picture of the
rural Bengal. Self dependence is smother important characteristics of these people,
Traditionally, in DBmgladesh the
user is the main manipulator of the
built cnvironment. Being a designer,

builder, lendscape specialist, artist

and craflsman, he dominates the

others. Thus the inherent qualities of

<_ From ancient tmes, villages are
crepied  spontanepuslty  owr  of

necessity -—--ease of comfort and

al i i LA
s  Fig52 The Rural Bomestead. 5 re dlways glven prionty. And fo
resolve this necessity, people have
always  depended on  local
resources. And the spaces were always being enclosed by these vemnacular builders

through the use of available materials and indigenous construction techniques,
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The determinants that fonm the rural architecture, can be tenned as the abstract and the
- practical determinants, Land, frees and water are the abstract ingredients from which
the main theme or cssence of ruml architecture takes shape. Practical climatic
considerations like the sun and rain protection, use of light ete. have mMuenced the
design of dwellings. But it is the Lfe style of the people— the social customs, the

degree of privacy ete. that ultimately determine the basic organisation of the

rurzl dwellings,

*  Fig 5.3, Formation of Rural Homestead

Situated generally on slightly raised ground, the villages of Bangladesh maintain a
horizental relationship with the surrounding lands, most of which are agricultural. The
formation of a homestead begins with the excavation of a pond and raising a *mound’
with Lhe soil oblained ebove the flood plains.

This is a raised platform locally known as “vita’ meaning plinth, which denturcates the
place for the house from its suroundings. Along the boundary line, coconut and
beetle nut mees are planted. The rmising of this “vite” is a social phenomenon that
connotes a place to live and provides an eddress. And i is over this mound that the

houses —---- the buts are built.

A traditional rurel Bengali house is represented by a closter of small, single momed,
detached “hutls.” loosely spaced aroumd a central yard known as the ‘uthan’. The
number of cours may be increased wath a large number of huts. As the commos space
for the whole hemestead, the cour yard is not g enclosed space, rather, hag leaks to
other adjoining areas. At first, single families start (o live over the “rg’. With the
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extension of the family, more structures are added keeping the open to sky courl at the
centre Thus the typical rural house composed of a number of huts are rﬂ::rmed (Fig,
5.4). The individuality of these huts are retained. I necessary, more huts are added to
the cluster but individual huts are seldom enlarged. The huts are locally known as
“Ghar’ whereas the wholg cluster is called ‘Bari’, Traditionally a *Bars” represents the
Joint fammily while the huts represent the indis idual households,

¢ Fig.5.4. Formation of Rural House in respect to the Courtyard.

5.4 The Traditional Honse Form: The Hut

Simplicity in malerials and design, lack of
pretension in presentation, honzonmlly in
expresyon—ithese are the essential qualinies
of a2 mral house. A rmal house s
characterised with the use of gmple,
rectanpuiar and free standing  structures
known as the huts. Organised by a ransverse

manner, these hots open to the oumside
through their wider facade. On the top, cach
of the hut has projecting eaves, most

*  Fig. 55 The Hut

commaonly curved and on the botiom, there is an extended plinth. Windows are
relatjvely small and are gencrally kept on the north, south and on the east side of the
walls. The front of the hut vsually hes a full-length or partial veranda The verandas
5¢rve as a ansition spacc between inside and outside and also its overheng provides
the necessary shading to the walls. In the clevation, the centre of the facade vsually has

centralised errangements.
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3.5 Spatial Organisation:

Being separsted functionally, the “Rar* is composed of sleeping huts, katchari ghar,
katchen huts and cowsheds. Located at the entrance of the house, the Kaichari Ghar ar
flangla ghar is a reception structure in large open area The catile shed, a pavilion
like structure, is also Jocated near the entrance. The kitchen structure is usually placed
along with other services like women's privy, well or tube well, Toilets, in general, are
located farthest away and are usually found in the nearby dense growth of cane. Tn the
service zone, 2 small structure is constructed for giving birth. The family praveyard is
the final element which lies beyond the warden surrounding the house. Thus folk

architecture is accommodative of all the needs of life-—in its every splere.

The organisation of the house follows wo hroad catepories of funetions:

‘The family functions ie. the functions peraning to the family irsclf sych as
sleeping, cooking and eating,

The formal functions i.e. the fwictions periaining to the family as it reacts with the

larger community such as socialising and recciving yisitors, ™
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* Fig5.6. Spare Organisation of Rural House
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The concept of the organisarion of spaces relates privacy as well as activity patterns,
As such (he various spaces are arranged in a definite sequence between Lhe public and
private domains in the house. Thus, the house is zoned into jmrer and oufer house
1espectively They are also known as female domain' end ‘male domain® as decided
by the culturally defined social codes, cusioms and norms. In addition to this physical
separation of two domains, privacy berween male amnd female is maintained in
differcnt ways like behaviour pattern, wilful avoidance and time zoning, ‘Thus, the
boundary between the male and female zones are (lexible and varics according to

time, period and occasion.*®

rrom the formal point of view, Lhe following may be identified as bemng some of the
qualifymg elements of tradinonal structure. of Bangladeshi “These are, individuality
of structure, persistence of the yard, 2 marked axiality and equal importance of
spare and form as represented by the vertical and honzontal planes of the facade and
the conrryard.””’

Culture, available materials, social codes, customs and norms efc. seem tg have
mere influence in shaping the rural house form and organisarion than that of
the climate. The introverl layout of the house around the court yard often creates
problems regarding the orientation. “When more than one hut is needed, a second axis
at right angles comes inw play and hence the courtyard is formed on three or four
sides.” The axial relationship puts some huts in east-west origntation, which is
not desirable in the climatic context of Bangladesh a3 the main wind flow comes
from the south east direction. Religious belief also influence the oriematon of the
huts The Muslim huts are nornmally laid out following the cardinal direchons. This
helps (o establish the direction of ‘Gidla’ for prayer. Also, the onentaiion of the
stecping mars and toilets are deterrnined by this. which has further inflyence over the

organisation of the space and their uses.

Open to sky courtyard, which is more suitable for hot dry climate has been widely
practized in a warm humid country like Bangladesh. And s creates severe problems
In the rainy season. Stll, this central courtyard is the element which has successfully
enriched and established human relationship for years, The courtyard plays a dual role
in the rural society. It acts to complement varions functions with the huts aroend and
also provide a certnin degree of privacy required for seclusion of the women folk

from the passers by and mais visitors.

Indigetumy Architectiure of Bengal———-weoTHE TRATH [IONAL HOUSE FORM 5,6



The indoor living areas
in  rthese huls are
characteristically

inadequate, mostly used
for wleeping and storase.
It is a single space inside,

— 1 P b
¢ Fig57. The Indirect The Court which is rarely divided

Entry into rooms.
The rest of the activites arc performed in the nthan Thus, being the extension of the
wdoor living areas, this courtyard has many purposes, every bit of it is usable
space. It accommodates a pumber of functions such as outdoor cooking, paddy
thrashing and grain drying and other characteristically common activitics in the Life of
an agricultaral community in ihe rural areas of Bangladesh. The protective Layout of
the courtyard provides a sense of security and convenience to perform these Fanctions
which has overshadowed the disadvaniages like improper onientations and climadc

problems,

5.6 Climatic Considerations;

“The mral house form has developed over the cemtures of modifications to
environmental factors.” Other than the problem of orientation, careful observation
reveals Instances of comect climatjie planning into the folk building practice,
Individual huts are carefully consiructed with aldequate concemns to protect them
climatically. The low height of the siructures projecied roof overhanps and the
availability of abundant vegetation for shading considerably reduce the adverse effect
of the sun and rain Some age old sayings (Khanar Bachan) reflects this concern for

climate:

South facing i king of rooms
East is ity vassal
West meety the wreiched anes

North is beligile)®

Dntcks in the east, bamboo 1w the west ' is another old sayiig that implies 2 pond in the

west and bemboo groves in the west. Thus wind from the south and south-east cocled
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by the water nltimately coo? the house. On the other hand. bamboo groves on the west
protect the house fom intense salar radiation. Use of verandas on the longer sides of
the hut, protects the walls from heat and rain. Morsover the apprepriale selection of
malerials also helps to achieve the desired level of comfor. “The porousness of the
rural house structures, the inherent coolness of the shaded mud walls and the
msulating capacity of the thatch roof conmibute to the excellent thenmal character.”’!

5.7 Material and Constructions:

Rurz| architecture follows a sumple, efficient and economical constuction system, [t 13
created mostly with the use of
most readily awailable logal
materials  and  indigenous
construction techmiques. The
selection of marenial may vary
according to the aflordability
of the inhabitans  The
construction of a rural house
may be discussed in reference
to three major clements: the
plinth, the walt and the roof.

The plinth made of rammed
earth 12 the first clement to be

byilt in  the process of

construciing a house on which

s  Fig 5.8 Construction of Rural Hut the superstruclure of the house
usuelly stands. The walls are of

three basic types: the bamboo

1. Bambpoo Walls and Thatch Roof

2 Bamboo Walls and Corrugated Iron Roof
wall, reed wall and the mod

wall (Fig. 5.9).

The former walls are formed in panels. On the other hand, the use of mad wall is
dependent upon the suitability of the Jocal soil. The roof structure is ‘trussed® and

Placed over the wood or bambeo posts, The roof slopes at angles and may have two,
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four or even eight plines w facilitate the Nlow of rain water. The resulting attic our of
this pitch roof is ofien used for storage space. ‘The roof frame is then covered with a
thick layer of thatch woven carefully and <kil fiilly compieting ihe basic form of the
rural house swucture in Bangladesh: a structure thar has afl (he ingredients of a

regional archirecture, "™

i LT
ORI
b T T

Bamboo Fane] YWall Reed YWall Mud Wali

= Fig.3.9. Diferent Types of Walls in Rural Houscs,

Depending on the type of construction, the rural houses can be classified into three

categories:

Kutcha: The term indicates something temporary and not sufficiently
strengthened. House entirely constructed of local materialg {e.g mud,
thatch, bamboo etc.) and local construction techniques.

Semi-Puceg: Part of the house 18 constructed of permanent matenials ke sand,
cement, bricks corrugated iron sheets etc. A house with a cement floar
and mud walls 15 an example of the kind,

Pucea: The word indicatcs something permanent, wally constructed of

penmancnt materials. Exarmple of ths kind is rare in rural arcas

5.8.Phase of Transition

At present, many of the forces shaping the traditional house form are in the process of
change. Because of the progress of technology and increasing urban influence, change
in the availability of malerials as well as in the social norms and values along with the
change in famuly structure —the rural house is now undergoing a phase of transition.
And this change is mostly experienced (hrough the use of materials and to some
extent, in tenms of spatial orpanisation,
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For example, the proper length of straw necessary for thatch to cover the mof is
becoming unavailable day by day. The high vielding variery of paddy produces small
length straws of ferior qualities which are now mostly nsed as the fodder of the cow.
Therefore, tin and asbestos are widely being used as roofing material in place of

si:r:a‘dl.-','3

Programs like mass literacy, family planning, women’s co-operatives clc. are helping
the rural women folks to come out of their seclusion, Paddy thrashing, one of the most
CcOMINoN activity performed in the courtyard are now being done with the help of
mechanical devices So, the courtyard as a space for providing privacy for the women
or performing various agriculture relaied activity is not in use as before. However, a5 a
space of interaction, the use of courtyard has always been and will be ever, either in its
original or hansformed version,

Poverty, village politics, economic depression and most of all, the colonial education
system has inlluenced the traditional family structure of rural Bangladesh to change,
The joint farmly and the extended families are now converting into nuclear family '
This is imitiating change in the subsequent spatial organisation of the rural dwellings.
domeshc influence in the joint family are now becoming a past, As  son of the family
enters inte arban life and leaves his village behind, a new house with new layout is
creafed in which the eternal tayout of four huts aronnd a central “wiharn ng more
appears. A new arrangement of two structures, one for living and another for cooking
with an associated courtyard 15 formed for this new family. *Neverheless, the
conternporary fural family and its reiated archilecture lies dormant every wban

dweller as a common heritage, "'

59 Conclusion

Tradiuon, heritage---——ithe clements of pride has their oripin in the rural areas. In a
country like Bangladesh, once being colonised mnd recently becoming independent,
the scarch for tradition, culture and heritage and the giicmpt to establish their
relationslup with the feld of an and architecture is a continung struggic. The task
becomes more perplexing in architecture in which any positive guideline is net found
as yel. At one side, the traditional folk architecture, due to the lack of patronage and
interest, is now on the verge of decay. On the other, the comtemporary trend of

modemnism hlindiy follows the westeru models where the context is ignored in many
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of the cases.' The origin of urban Jife and dwellings lie in their rural counterpart. The
rural house is the physical manifestation of the traditional way of life of the people. It
seTved an example of optimisation of local resources and means. The design of
traditional house provides the source and basis for an understanding of present dary
urban houses."” Thus to encounter and to re-establish the identity, ‘it s extremely
important to lean from the traditional heritage and pain from the sccumulated
wisdom from the ancestors, If the residual thin strean is nurtured, a new and powerful
chapter may be added in the question of overall identity. The spread of interest in
these matiers 1s vilal to the task of retmining traditions and distinct ways of exisienee.

In toduy’s context, 1t is nat unreasonable to be undeterred in such an effor, "
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6.1 Introduction

The comprehension of a contemporary house in the present context of Dhaka, makes
it necessary to go through the history of this eIty and ils socictal background, Through
this, it is possible to experience the gradual development of urban houses with respect
w the growth of the city This chapter also would reveal the transformarion of urban
houses from its rural counterpart and finally would present the formatbon the

contemporary house in the present urban conlext.

6.2 The History of Dwellings in Dhaka city with respect to the Society and
Background

The lstory of Dhaka dates back to the seventh century. However, as far as the
residennal archilecture concems, no definite information is found unti! eighteenth
century. The genersl pattern of houses except the public buldings and palaces is skl
unknown. Dheka, the capital of present Iangladesh, bears the impnnts of different
historical periods. Since its inception as a small marketplace on the northern bank of

nver Buriganga, centuries have gone by with numerous events to give the city its

prosent form and shape as one of the fastest growing metropolis,

* TFig6] The River Buriganga,

During the last four hundred years, (he city became the capital for four times. The
hustory of Dhaka may be discussed in the tight of four phases of development. These
are Pre-British phase (the pre-Mughal and Mughal), British phase, Post British phase
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and finally independent phase. In order to comprehend the context, to trace
development trend and also to undersiand the built forms, it is necessary to evaluate
the society and its stratification, values and cullure prevailing during each particular
phase. Hence the discussion would simultaneously include the social backpround of

the city along with the development of its built forms.

6.2.1. Pre-British Period

= Pre-Mughal Phase

The hisiory of Dhaka started with the aseendancy of the Tindus (700AD) Yet up to
the time of the Muslim Sultans {1408 -1600 AD), existence of Dhaka was as a small
town with a very insignificant urhan growrh.! Dunng this period, the City contained
numcrous channels within it and boats were the main mode of communication. The
socio cultural sphere of these areas were dominated by rural traditions and as a result,

the rural and urban people had similaritres in their life style and pattern.

The early urban houses were rather a dense version of the rural howse as the urban
centres resembled more of a village Thus the morphology of the earlier hc;uae form
was of introver! rype with a coury inside. Unlike the smgle roomed huts, the blocks
started to be companmentalised.

In its pomary slage, the city was consisted of a few market places and localitics of
crafismen and traders. According to historians it wes termed as a city of Bahamio
Bazar Teppanno Gali ({ifly two bazears and fifty three streers).? The city was divided
according to occupation groups, ‘developed as work communities, specialised in some
specilfic rade or crafl.”* According to thrs, the whole town might be perceived in the
perspective of two terms, one is bazaar and the other is makalla. All streers were
“bazaars’ since they sold something, goods or services indicating their commercial
character. On the other hand, ‘Makaila” represented a residental entity having a
homegenous populatian, related through occupation, religion and geographical origin
or caste membership and represented a closed social enclave* The (ype and
occupation of the people engmated inhabiting in these ‘Makhoflas™ are reflected in
their names. For example, Kasqi-Tola (place of the Butchers), Shankari Patti (the

place for ormament makers), Kumar-fuli {place of the potters) etc.
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»  Fig6.2. Mahalla Morphology

® Fig.6.3.The Linear Bazaar.

The Mahaifas were in
the form of cluster of
houses arounil chawlk
(squares) and were
loosely organised and
their exlornal
appeargnce lacked
order. The morphology
of the mahalla was
formed by a smpgular
row of houses on a
central sireet known as
the bazaar.  Although

the bazaar appeared as a long strect lined with shops, they were again arranped as g

collection passing dirough  different mahallas, Therehy the native city  was

characterised with 2 single paitern of two different built forms the linear bazaars and

circular mohallas.

Dhaka City e CTAMORFTIOSIS OF URBAMN DWELLINGS 6 3



L T R TN I o R T S

« Tig6d1l.M howing Pre-Mughal And Mughal Dhaka
Source Dian, 1962, Dhaka
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» Fig.642 Dhaka: Stages Of Developotent

Source, Oriental Geoprapher, 1963

*  Fig 6.4 The Map of Dhaka City.
!
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* The Mughal Period

In the Muphal phase, the cly ruly flounshed with the establishment of their
provincial sear in Dhaka, From 1620-1713, the city was the capifal of Bengal Subah
(province). The Mughals patronised the social, cultural and political activiries for the

next 100 years and it is from (his erd, that a clear picture of the ascendancy of the city
Is available. The Mughal representatves were locally known as the Naib-E-Nazim or

the Nawabs,

Crate of
For. 1678,

Lalbagh Bara Katra, 1644AD

*  Fig 6 5. The Mughal Structures,

During tus phase, Dhaka expenenced exiensive development and growth. Thifferent
mahallas were developed for people serving in the Mughal administration, For
example. Nawabpur for Mughat nobles, Mighaiwili for ordinary class of the Mughal
society.* The growth patiern was orpanic in nature arising mainly out of necessity, The
city extended to the north and west and for the first time road system was inroduced,
wluch initiated change in the oricntation as well 85 the physical siructures of the city,
Other than the road network, the major building activities included mosjues aod

katras, forts and bridges.

6.2.2 .Phase I : The British period

During the rule of East India company, Dhaka became a trading centru and wimessed
a big decline in population and area shrinkege.® In (hese years of Company rule, no
urban development was initiated The British Iepreseniative started to setile in the forr,
shiftng the Naib-e-Nazims to Bara Kotra Later on. a palace at Nimltali was buiii for

Lhem,

-
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It is from 1825 and onwards, a physical renewal took place in Dhaka, With the
exerted clfors by the authorities and district collectors, the civic amenities were
improved and the city was eventually transformed into a modern one, Ramna and the
areas from old Paitan to Nimtoli and from Dhakeswar( temple to Azimpur were
brought under the development zone. In 1864, Dhaka Municipaliry was estabiished.
The whan services and systems were gradually imtodoced thereaRer, which
influenced the general housing condition of the city. Establishment of ciry graveyards
awdy from the residential localities, improvement of sanitary conditions {approved by
Dacca Conservancy Act in 1870) with the inwoduction of SWEEpEIs passage in
residential areas to enable easy cleaning are the two major efforts by the municipality.’
Like the earlier period, most areas of the city still had Makalas.

The peniod of late 19th century is of great importance The centralised policy of the
colomial govermment necessitated all the mshitutions to be urban based. Dhiring this
time, the society as a whole underwent major structural changes, New Jjob
opporunities werc created by the enlarping formal administrative sector This new life
style and hving pahemns in cities came to be recogmsed as ‘urban’, ‘modem’ and
‘formal’ as opposed to ‘rurel’, ‘wraditional’ and ‘informal’. The changes found
expression in the physical form of building and eity design."®

Dunmy this period, a number of wealihy zamindars and businessmen used to live in
Dhaka. This new elite class was comprised of English, Annenians as well as the
locals, They were exhemely wealthy and had connections with the ruling power.” In
this period, also, as the direct consequence of the colonial rule, appcared the
indigenous urhan ‘middle class’, who formed the future backbone of the city. This
mjddle class was mainly constimied of Tearned professionals and umployed with the

BOVErnment,

The rich elite class bought huge area of land in Dhaka, specially along the river
Buriganga and started to construct highly ormamented houses as the symbols of (heir
socigl prestige. The hasic morphology of (hese mansions represents the most
mdigenous vrban house form. On the other hand, from 1280, Wari was developed as
the first planned residential area for the middle class. Designed in bungalow paitern,
the appearance of the houses in this area were quite different from that of the elite

class. They were more fimctional with a simple appearance,
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With the partition of Bengal (1905-1912), Dhaka became the short lived capital of
East Bengal and Assam. The ciry continued fo prosper as a Muslim city,' acquired an
university and the administrative sector underwert vast expansion. The concept of old
and new city was introduced in this phase, The British rulers segregaied (his pew area
from the native scttlements and used the old railway line (laid in 1895) a5 a bulfer
spacg 1n between to maintain the required socio-cultural distance, Beyond this Jine,
most of the development took plice in the Ramna area. In this area, the bungalows for
high officials along with the governor’s residence {present high court), the secretariat.
(present Dhaka Medical College), and the town hall {present Curzon Hall) were built.
Eventually, Ramna residential enclave was formed. The new Dhaka used to be
characterised by wide roads, spacious gardens, 1solated buvildings and bungalows with
large compound. These Bungalows were big and lofty in comparison to those of the

natives on the nverside and Wari |

The Mansions and The Bungalows

The British period led to the creation of two significant typologies m residential
architecture. First, the ‘mansions’ of the rich elite class, Secondly the development of
‘Bungalow’, a derivative of “Bangla” that refers to a cermain building type for the use

of the government ofYicigls,

* The Mansions
As the first evamples of earlier city dwellingz, the mansions possess a considerable
degree of historic significance. Extemally, these superfluovs buildings resembled
those of the Europeans blendad with native arch &nd so on (Fig.6.6). But a closer
observation reveals that the 1ype of imitation was primarily confined o the facade
treatment-—the imitation of the classical orders, enlablature #nd vanous details, these
were basically the expressions of the affluence of these class.

The spatial organisation of these mansions reflecied the hierarchy of spaces following
the similar patterns evident in the indigenous wmal houses and clusters. as the
dwellers, the first generation of Lhe urbanites, tried to maintain some of their
traditional habits and practices. Spaces in these dwellings were with an inward
looking amangement, offen around a courtyard, divided into inner and ourer zones,
responsive of the socio~culural and climatic aspects.'®

Dhaka Cily ——-—~-METAMORTHOSIS OF URBAN DWELLINGS 5.7



LTI T ey T T Y PR R R

House of Jatrindra Muhan

CrrerrrTTTTTTT CTTTTITIII L

Jatal Lodge

Fig.6.6 The Mansions.

And as such, the females (zemanal became the
repository of traditional and indigenous way of Bengali
living with adequale privacy, However, the outer
sphere representing the men's domain followed the
way of life of the Furopean pattem and had formal
drawing room, library eic., fumished in an European
style. Eventually, the privacy of the women as well as
the fumiture and famnishing of the inner layowm
underwent a process of chanpge. The least effecied aren
is the kitchen. Climatically, these mansions were quite
soind. These brick wall used to have a wall (hickness
of 157-20". The room height was propomioned to the

=  Fig.t 7.0pening in 2
Mansion

size of the room and was 9 such much higher than that of the present day, The walls
were ofien perforaied with openings from skirmng to the lintel level and allowed them

to be well venulsted Comices were exiensively used in these structures as the

protection element of the walls and the wall (hickness was adequele to protect the
openungs. Thus the mansions had comforable thermal condition.
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Fig & 8 Mansions in Panam Nagar

The Bungalows

The *Bungalows,’ refer to a froe standing, outward facing one or two storey
structure, within a given compound having detached service structures ar the
backyard of the compound (Fig.6.8). This was the basic residential unit of the
colonisers. However, it was also inhabited by the middle class—the government
employees and Hindu gentlemnen. The houses had pitch roof with verandas outside
on the north and south. Thus they used to mcorporate the responses 10 the local
environment. Particularly, these north south oriented structures were climatically
convenicnt. The verandas on outer side provided the necessary protection to the
openings. The difference in living pattern as well as the extreme need of
protection of the shafbs, the kitchen and servants quarter were located at the
backside and away from the building. The house layout was divided into public
and privaie areas for the shakibs and the servants. The kitchen was so located that
it was nearest to the servants quarler and furthest from the private areas of the
shahibs. Despite the fact that these Bungalows adopted some of the vernacular
features, however, Colonial hierarchy was mainmined in terms of the spatial
ATTANZETNET,

Decorative motives  have
been abandoned in these
houses. They were marked
by their simplicity, though
noslalgic atide is often
relected with the use of
fireplace with a mantle piece

» Fig6% Chaodra Katir at Fulbari, ~ 'ady to hold  little
Dhaka omaments, !
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Wari, being the first planned residential development in the colonial period in Dhaka,
had a formal order with regular plots and grid iron layout. This provided the
appropriale sctting for the prowih of (he Bunpalow type. More elaborate version of
later period are found in the Ramna arcas which were mostly built for the government
officials. In the posi colonial phase, the model was continued to be copied, however

they were constructed on a much smaller plot

6.2.4, Post British Period

In 1947, Dhaka was transformed from a small provincial town into the second capital
of Pakistan. This phase of development was followed by demographic change. ‘The
city became the recipient of thousands of refugess and displaced persons'™™. The
majority of Hindu population lefl the city and were replaced by Muslim population.”
During this period, the society experienced major changes in social, religious and
racial aspects The population rapidly increased and became diversified With the
increased population, a number of new offices and new businesses were cstablished,
At the beginning, the Bengali Muslims were not proved to he compatible in either of
these and thus Muslims from Delty, Gujrat. Kathiawad and West Pakistan dominated
the: sceme. Later on, Bengali Muslims from difTerent pars of the conniry came into the
city to have higher education which brought forward a large number of young
Bengalis to the fore front. Thus they gradually occupied both the service as well as the

business sphere.

The post-British pedod is characterised with the development of numerous
govemment housing colonies in the major cities of the country. In the earliest
rehahil;iarian project in 1953 at Muhammadpur by the PWD (Public Works
Department) the concept of nuclens house was introduced for the first time,
Consruction of housing estates for goverment servants, was amother pownt of
emphasis. The C& B initizsted the constroction of first residential areas like Pajashi
Barracks, Dhakeshwari quarters (single storey row house) and Azimpur Eslate
(medium rise walk ups). Ispahani colony accommodated the higher seclion of the
business class. In Eskaton garden, both the private residences as weil as a number of
government fats were consiructed. In RajarBagh and Shantinagar, the ather staff
quarters were built by the govemment. Eventually, Siddeshwari, Kakrail and at
Kamlapur, grew up into a large residential diswict. ‘Afrer 1953, the Dhanmondi
residential area came up with its buildings and opened a new opportunity to the house
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DiGog

builders 1o rent their houses on exorbitant rates. " Soon other areas with supporting

facilities grew but the plot sizes became shrinked,

Unlike the colonial bungalows, which used to be much lavishly planned on quite a
large site, ‘the post colonial fiflies wilessed a change’® As the ‘modemn’ and
‘optimal” solution, along with the introduction of multi-storicd Nats, the construction
of bungalows were foillowed to accommodare the high officials, but this ime the plot

size was much smaller.

Dhaka Improvement Trust {DIT), was founded mm 1956 with the intention to comtrol
the private developments as well as to prepare schemes for planned development of
the housing and commercialectors, mad networks, underground sewerage etc along

with the preparation of the master plan of the city.

¢ The Flats

The flats may be identified as the most significant residential developiment in the post-
British period. In this type, the Hving and service part of the house are integrared into
a single mass, Improved domestic technology as well as the mspiration from the mass
housing and aparment living in the Western countiies prompted the development of

this iype of houses.

Imtally, the Hats had huge verandss and wide corridors. Since there was no space
stmdards or that much of limitation of the plot size, the flats were being stgmificantly
larpe. In the present desiges, the Qats have minimum circulation space with a more

COmpac! arrangement.

The earlier versions of the type used to mainiain the socio-cultural distinctions,
However, open space as cowrtyard were no longer present in this new typology and a
lot of rraditional functions eventually lost their meaning. Spaces within these houses
are designed to accommodale specific funcriens composed of tripartite
relationship between formal, informal and serviee rones. The service parls with
kitchen, toilet, store and servant’s living, ll these were grouped into a separate wing
and atiached to the main living block. Service stairs were also provided. The
arrangements, m general followed either L-shaped or U-shaped layoms, which were

climatically compatible and as such became a prerequisite for ideal home
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The verandas as a common element in these houses are multi-functional in nature.
nstead of being used as the linkage of different arcas of the house, verandas were now
split up and attached to differenl arcas of the howse, like with the living area, dining
area, bed room and in front of the kitchen Hence each of them have different
character in it. The use of verandas contnued as a popular eletent in ihe urban

houses.

This [lat or apartment type of house has been considered as an appropnate solution to
urban housing and had incentives from the government in diiferent forms, Mt has g
‘special cultural significance, because of its close connechion to government

¢mployment, the educated middie class-- all the proponents of a new life style,™’®

6.2,5 The Period of Independence

In 1571, with the independence, Dhaka as the capital of the soversign Baneladesh,
expenenced new dimension of development. Uniike the past, business industry andg
other commercial aclivities in the ciry started o be dormnuted by local people and thus
Bengali culture began to remstate

For the last 26 vears, the city is characterised with exwensive wbamsahon and
population growth. Population of Dhaka increased more than double ie, 222%
between the peried 1961-74." In 1981 the Ggure rose to 3.5 million. The existing
population (BB51997) is around 9 million with a projected population of 15.68
million for the year 2015, This has resulted into the crestion of severe crisis in land

altocation and hounsing,

Dhaka, being a rapidly growing urban centre of the counlry, exhibits a mixed and
complex set of wrban structural and functional characierstics.!® A recent study made
by JICA {Japanese Intemnational Cooperation Agency). presents that only 19% of the
lotal area of Dhaka Metropolitan city falls under residennal category. "

As assumed by city planners that by the beginning of twenty first century, the
Meopolis will turn inw a Megalopolis. However, the overall building activity is not
salisfactory both in terms of their quanhty and quality. But, Dhaka is not 2 modern
city 6l now as the it suffers from an acute shortage of civic emenities and urban
facilittes. The unpianned bwiding activities along with problems from other sectors
mdicates that the future of the city is alarming.
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* Population and Area of Dhakg City Through Years

Year Population Area

1608: Pre-Mughal 30,000 2 Dsq km
1700 Mughat Age OO 000 40sq km
1800: British Period 200,000 4.5 sg km
1867 British Period 51,636 190 sg.km
1891 British Period %3358 200 sq km
1501 British Period 104,385 20.0sg km
1941 British Period 239,728 235 Osg.km.
1951 Pakistan Period 335,928 28.0sq km,
1961:Plkistan Period 550,153 35 0sg.km
1274 Bangladesh Period 16,79,572 125.0sq km
1981: Bangrladesh Period 34 58 602 155sq, km
199], Bangladesh Period 3339 483 20050 km.

Source Rob and Assdiszaman. Dhaka' Making a Megapolis, Wodem! Independent, June 27,1997

s HER

Fig. 6.1( The Growth Of Dhaka City (1600-1980)
Source: Shankland and Cox, 1981,
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6.3 Transformation of Urhan House Form in Dhaka

The fonmal appearance of an urban house is substantialty dilTerent from that of a rural
house. However, ‘A strong resemblance is found between the organisation of space in
the urban domeslic architeciure and maditronal rura) house 2

6.3.1. Hural o Urban House Transformation

The initial arrangement of the urban houses can be found in the examples from old
Dhaka as the oldest surviving uwrban semleinent. Demareation of the site by high
boundary walls is the first action taken in (he construction of urban house.”' The
boundary wall is indicative of the self sulficiency as well as the compact amangement
within a fixed site. The accessibility, plot demarcation, the concept of front and back

are the vilal phenomenon hat have moulded rhe rural house to form the wrban

archetype.
The itial layout of the house comesponded to (har of their rural counterpart. The

formation of wrban house started with more or less same organisalion in which the

living spaces arc grouped around an inner couryand.

& The Basi¢ Rural Houses

The rural house has remained unchanged over the ages. it is basically a collechon of

‘huts® arranged around a court. The basic constituents of a rural house include:-

s courtyard a3 the focus of the household,

» 1he out house or the ‘Banpla Ghar' as the most visible ome, accormmodating
specific social function,

* importance of senu-covered spaces such as verandas.

» bterarchy of spaces ensuring privacy.

» the scartered settlement for climatic and ecological reasons

» Lhe bent shape of the roof.
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Rural house is the

tollection of huls of

" which the out house ia

the most visible one.

Initially, urban
modification was
minimal except the
contfext is more
dense.

The Bangls
Ghar with
specific social
dimension,

¢ Fip 6.11.The Basic Rural apd Urban House

#  The Basic Urban House

in contrary to the rural house, urban dwellings are always in the process of

accommodating changes. Initial constituent of the urban houses ere:

» resemblance the rural house in plan with a courtyard,

» demarcation by boundary walls,

¢ of (he traditional house, only the ont house or the Bangla Ghar was the visible

parl with & defirute architectural expression.
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6.3.2 Urban House in Transition

House form in an urban context is the cutcome of the transformed socio-cultural
background and changing values into physical restrictions. The transiton of urban
house helps 1o decipher the essential cultural demands on house form, the changing
physical erticulation and isolare furure reeds 2 *Urban people are heterogeneous, so is
their house form.'* It is the socio-cultural sphere thal influence the preference of
certam house forms. Due to the increased urban pressure, wban houses have
undergone through a sertes of ransformation and adaptation as the tansformation and
change in & city directly influences the subsequent development in its built forms. The
morphology of houwse forms of the present day are not independent products. Rather
they are the resultants of various urban forces generated at diflerent phases of growth
of he city. The development of urban houses with the growth of the city reveals the
transition of urban houses in Dhaka city. This can be broadly classified into two

groups : the Inrovert hounse and the Extrovert bouse >

*  Introvert tvpe:

This is an nward looking organisation in which the entire activines of the house are
performed in relation o central courtyard, ‘As opposed to the rural situanon where
each 1mil is single roomed, in the urban situation, each could be a group of rooms.*> T
is possible to identify four factors which created general acceptance of countyard
house in the urban context. Thess are psyche-social (related to privacy), economic,
climatic (micro climate is more appropriate to domestic comfort) and religions
aspetts In our local context, these factors have influenced the design of courtyard
houses to varying degrees.”

Twao distinct type of house form are represented by the introvert typology:
¢+ Detached Type: The direct represeniation of rural archetype with a court inside,
& g. houses in Mahallas in pre-hMughal Peniod.

¢ Enclosed Type. Most indigenous urban house forrm The strucrures are built
around courtyards maintaining the traditional hisrarchy. Services were grouped at
the back part of the house Absence of sewerape system made these houses to
depend on an on site disposal system, Thus a service road was provided at the
back side of the house. Examples include the mansions of Pritish period.
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Mbodifted version  of
rural archetypes.

¢ Detached typotogy *  Enclosed Version

L

*  Fig 612 Introver Urban House,

*  Extrovert Type:

This outward looking armnpernent is a relatively new model in the local context. It has
evolved as the consequence of the socio culfural change in the colonial period which
introduced new life style, living patiern and values in urban living, With the
establishment of domestic technology, the extrovert ype developed as a more

appropriate urban houss form.

This typology can be subdivided wmto two catepories:

Composite Type :The type resembles the colondal Bungalow compound

complex. Examples are those in Wari, Ramnna eic

Consolidared Type: This represents the flat typalogy in which the living and

service pan of the honse are grouped into a single mass. Examples include the

fats for the govemment emplayee of which is the most significant residential
development in the post-British period. This type of house has been considered as

an appreprigle solution to urban housing,
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Ciost. MMat, Eskaton, il I

.-.-:r e

02 -1

T

i L

model for ! rua I "

The
composite rypology. g
- |.I P ..I
—.— Gron o
& Wyre Sereet, Wird, Dhaks
¢ Colonial Bungalow |(* Composite Type = Consolidated_ Type

Fig 6.13: Extrovert Typology

6.4 The Contemporary Urban House

"A Bengali Howse may be defined as 2 house adjusted to Bengal life style and living
pattern, designed to accommodate domestic chores and nteals. The rules of
orgamisation involves the maditional conceptoal attitude towards nse and maintenance
of different domestic spaces along with the location, distance, relation and boumdaries

berween various household activities, "2

Over the iast two decades, the design of residences particularty those of metropolitan
Dhaka, has attained new dimensions and meaning. Due 10 the dynamic change m the
urban life style, the wban residences experienced & process of transformation in its
plamming, organisation of space, physical expression etc. And this chenge can be felt
best in the quality of spaccs they have.

In the orpanisanion of the interior spaces, the urban house has to conform to the socio-
cultural patterns of the wrban society and at the same ume, it has to satisfy (he
environmental needs. Opposite pulls of tradition and Westernisation hag resulted into
edepation of dual life style by the urban middle class “Their dichotomons values
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found expression in the domestic design and living."** Thus, a house vsually has
segregation between the fonmal and informal activity areas within ir, which
corresponds to the western and raditional living habits and styie respectively,

# Fig 6.14: Organisation Model of Bengali House

The spaces in a house ere composed in the tripartite relationship between formal,
family and service zones, each having its clear physical distinctions.?® These zones
are created in consideration o privacy and to the nature of the use of the spaces. The
quality of space in each zone is determined by the type of fanctions it sccommodates
along with the degres of accessibility it requircs. It is imponant thet each of the Zones
are orgamised m accordance to their comact relationship with each other.

The formal and the family areas resemble the “inner and outer’ domains in the hoyse
which are formed on the basis of their functional and symbolic meanings. ‘Traditiomal
laste and preferences find expression in the inner house while the acquired westem
taste and sttitude find priority in the ovter house. ™

However, it is the shape of the house which ultimalely decides the respective location
of these zones. The different Spaces are so armanged that the most public areas are
located near to the entrance and the privale ones at furthest away.
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*  Rajarbagh Folice Olficers Quarter, 162851t

The plans reflect clear distinction of formal, family and service zome in which the

circulaton space act as a bufler space.

Service

*  Hajly RoadClass ! Government Officers, 2139 sfL

The formal and the family spaces are grouped together with & direct relationship between them.
The circulation space acts as & buffer between these and the service zone,

Service

»  Jikatals Genernl Type B 759 sfi.
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s Azimpur Coleny for govt employee 638 st

* In smaller houses, the physical distinction is diflicult and the zones exist in tempora! or
spatial organisalion of same room or area,

+  The formal space is created at the outer pert of the house The service is segregated from
the living zone by the circulation areas,

¢ In some cases, the toilet and kitchen ot the service aren are separated by activity areas,

¢ New Elephant Road, BCSITR Qfficers, 1604 s,

The relatively large house plans accommodate all the three zones distinclly. However it is the
placement of the zones and the number and location of entries which decides the privacy of the
femily zone. It is imporiamt that the family and the service areas can appronched without
interfering the formal zone.

The zones in this plan are systematically
arranged. It is the location of the entry that
creales the condlict, as the formal zone canmot
be spproached without interfening the family

+  Rajar Bagh, AST Police. 913 aft. and the service zones.

———
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Entrance to the house is seldom direct, it is guided by concept of privacy and social
relationship. Usvally organised as sequence of spaces, it follows cerlain order from
public to private zoning having varying level of comfort for each. The location and
number of the entoes play a significant rol¢ in providing the privacy of the users, An
entry foyer is very much effective in achieving the desired privacy from the outsiders

in the formal living area 1o the inner pan of the house

Traditionally, verandas have always been an integral part of the house. In traditional
houses, the verandas mcrease the usablity of the household spaces. Basically it forms
the semni-open transition space from interior to the exterior. The use of veranda
depends on its particular location.. As for example, in the fornmal zone, & veranda is
used to receive and entertain guest and visitors or it can be just a space to stand in.
Verandas in the family i.e. informal areas can be used as an extension of the spaces
which may be used for household activities like drying up clothes and as such The
service verandas are also the extension of the kitchen. The size depends on the

particular use and therefore a function of its locaton.

‘The present morphology of urban houses has reduced the scope of using a courtyard.
However the dining or family space is now becoming the hub of the household
activities. And the spaces being organised around this family space can be termed as 2

modern altemative to the aditional uthar,

6.5 Conclusion )
In thus chapter, the mansformation of urban house from in the Light of history of the
city is described. This revealed how the urban houses have been generated in

accordance with the changed comext. And also 1t has given the idea of what a
contemporary house means in the present context. In the light of these discuasions L1
is now possible 1o analyse the various aspects of a contemporary residences in respect

of regional determinents.
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7.1 Introduction

To comprehend the architecture of a repion, as defined in chapter Two, critics have
identilied culture, climate and response to local resources as the rnajor
determinants. ‘These ultimately identifics the context in which a structure is built, To
dwell 1n city life, one finds a totally different picture in terms of physical as well as
cultural expression. And the urban context is tolally diffzrent 1n relation to the
traditionai ome. The chapter attlempls to search for the regioma determinants 1n the
selected urban houses and intends to sce how these contents are being dealt in the

changed context.

7.2 Regional Determinanty

»  Colrural Determinanis

Culture forms the identity of people. As described by Hassan Uddin Khan, individual
identity finds expression in architecture through a house which forms the most
" personal of spaces, that delineaies ones individual statement’ A house reflects the
cultural values, social and economic background of its inhabitants, The Spaces in an
abode genermies from the above factors and thus directly rclated to the context i
which it is built. A residence must comply with the life style of it's residents [he
reflection of caltural herirage of a region is mevitable in the strucmres built within it

and probably it has the most profound predominance.

»  Chimatic Considerations

The concept of dwelling has evolved from man’s need of shelter from the crueltes of
nature Since the early days of bumen history, climate has been one of the major
consideration in building. For convenience of living, the smuctures are designed to
best adopt a building in the climate of a region. In the hot kumid chmate of this reglon
with high precipitation levels, air is invited to play through the stracrures. So,
openings ar¢ provided in walls to enhance the flow of air, But this aperiures also bring
water during rain and the sun dunng summer into the house, 5o, climatic devices are
introduced to control the penemration of unwanted rain water and to cast shadow to

protect from the scorching sun.

Other than the shading devices, climate also influences the orentation of a building

The arrangement of internal spaces, zonmng of living and sleeping areas are gmided to a
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large extent with climatic consideration. The climatic considerations in contemporary

residences of Dhaka would be analysed to ey aluste how they are incorporated in them.

*  Local Material and Technolopy

The structures in any pan of the world 1 characterised by the locally available
matenials and the building technology is developed according to them. The locaily
available bwilding materials are frequently used in most of the stctures and
accordingly a vocabulary of architecture of a particular region emerges. As mentioned
earlier, brcks are identified as the prncipal local building marenal. The extent of
using local construction systemn and use of materials in the recent residences wil] be

analysed to determine how much this factor is influencing our present architecrure

7.3 Case Studies

Contemporary urban residences are basically of two types. The factors behind their
classification are predominantty economic, The size, spatial quality, use of maierial
ete. vary according to the different economic stratm of the socigty, Examples in
which relevance to our regional essence can be maced have been taken as case studies.
Each of the cases are described incorporeting the discussions made with the architects
involved. The residences are selected, to represent both chlegonies of residentia]

smuctures of Dhaka city,

Typology:
*  Single Family House---Simplex/ Duplex / Trplex—-Purely Residential/Mixed nse

= Mult Family House —Apartments

Ihe Contemperuny Residential Architoeture i Dbwha Oy 1m he Laght of Regiona! Deerminants, 7.2



7.4 Conclusion

All the above examples from dilferent type of residences in Dhaka city has something
sinuiar 1 them, The structures are designed by different architects, for dilferent
chents with varying scale and approach. But there are some iherent resemblance in
their intemal and external expression which characterises them as bids of the same
string. In the next chapter, the similarities between them will be analysed to extract the

mfluence of regional determinants in them
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Case Study [
Project Data

Projact, Architect’s Residence
Ouwmer: Bashitul Hague
Architest, Bashirut Haque
Hashin] Haque and Associales
35B/2, Indira Road, Dhaka.
Locatign 35 B/2, Tndira Road, Dhaka
Site Area 561 m*

Covered Area  27829m°
Total Bult Area 556 m°
Building Cost: Tk 8 Lkhs
Y ear of Construction, 1982

This s a residence designed by the
architect for himself The plot is a
densely vegerared onc, located m the
periphery  of a  high  density
residential area of Dhaka city,

The building consists of two separate
blocks, one contains the domestic

spaces and the other is the work place

of the architcet. This two blocks are

amanged in & L-shaped pattern

forming a fore court and a privats

x _}7 court. From the fore court there are

S N two separate entries, ong for the

. @j residence and the other for the office,

ormee Y g = The blocks are linked at the upper

(oor level, where they form a single
entity as the domestic space is
connecled with the sudio. The

private court, which is shaded at the

afiernoon, provides an outdoor space

=  First Floor Plan for family relaxation Two bedrooms

from ihe upper level can enjoy the
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private lawn From the master bed, a bridge beside the
openl to sky parl guides ong (0 a study/ COMPAUCT TOOIM
whuch acts as the linkage between the domestic and the
office block. As a transition space, this room provides
the necessary privacy into the master heéro::rm. The
domestic spaces are amranged in two levels therehy
forming a duplex. At the pround level. an intimate
enrance leads one to a spacious living space with the
dining space om the lell. The living and difiing areq 15

basically a single space, Nowing out to the private lawn

on the south which serves as an extension of the living

& Entrance of the House . . . L .
room, The architect has imelligently invited nature into

Ius built form. The living space has an open to sky patio, thus the play of light and
shade of the bright sun can be experienced at this point which with plants and potlery

creales a pleasing atmosphere

The dining space. though being
pan of the whole, 15 so placed that
it can have its own prvacy, the
proximity of the kitchen makes this
spacc meore efMicient. This {loor
accommodates 3 puest bed which
also can enjoy the privale conrt on

the south The scrvices like kitchen

and servamts quaner are prouped
together on the north eastern pant
of the house. From the dining
space, a stmrway leads one to the
family space at upper level. The
stair actually links the dining and
family space which has an imtimare

relauomship between them. Around
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this family space, three bed rooms are

arranged. Two bedrooms at upper level can

enjay (he private lawn

The climate responsive  attilude of the

archilcet  is refllected  in his  careful

+  Sectional Perspectives organisarton of the blocks into L-shape and

glso m lhe zening of different spare, The L

shape of the blocks help to optimise the arr

tlow and nutural lighting into il areas The

tiving space and most of the bed rooms are
given the south, The north-south orientation

allows cross ventilation n most part of the

house

The house reflects the cost conscious attitude of the architect. The mnovative use of
locally-made brick pavers on the floors of the living and dining space helps the
interior space to blend with the interior walls, Again, the use of exposed bncks both
inside and outside with the extensive use of indoor plants, 1nakes the interior spaces
harmomous to the surrounding landscape. The building is marked with use of simple
architectural form with an emphasis to respect the life style, use of local building
materials and response to the ¢limate of the
country This rellects the concern of Lhe
archilest to respect the culture of the
couny. The buildmg has an inirinsic
rebuital to  the local condibions—ithe
climate, malenals and availgble building
technology, which are the puiding faclors

behind the desire to create an authentc

+  Enmmance Passage to the OfTice repiomal style
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Case Study 11

Project Daia

Projecr, Residence of Mrs, Fazilat Istam
Architeet: Haroon-ur- Rashid
Locarion &7, Road Ko 19,
Dhanmondi RAA, Dhaka
Site Area. 208 m*

Covered Arca 160 m*

Total Built Area 432 m°
Buitding Cost: Tk 35 Lakhs,
Year of Completion, 1995

The residence of Mrs, Islam 1s located in a plot
% which is surrounded try buildings in three sides

cxcepl Lthe approach road on the nomh. The site
and swroundings sugsest nothing to look at,
but a neighbour’s bed rocm, a blank wall or
into 2 toiler This generated the introvert type
rectilinear plan indicative of the architert’s

logical and sensitive imention, He has created

an mward environment secluded from the
disurbance of the outside. The linear 3590
plot 5 designed as & substance of walls and
spaces around a central courtyard whach offer a
strong umifying reference. Moreover, the
archifect has used light as a desipn elament in
this residence, Almost every space in the house
cnjoy the stimulating interplay of light and
shades,

# The Court with the Play of Light and
Shades.
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The house accominodates a duplex for the owner, the work space of the master at the second
floor and a single Mat for her sisier in faw at tke third floor. The two units in upper level
covers an area half to that of the duplex al lower level. This allows a larger set back on the

upper [oors to the south, ensures privacy to the lower duplex and also provides a terrace,
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The spatial ammangement of the house represents
the necessary hierarchy of spaces. As orie enters
into the duplex, a foyer, itself adomed with
plants, porieries and light, forees one to stay for a
while and praise the beautifully reated space. On
the left, the foyer is extended up to the boundary
wall of exposed bricks and horizontal rhs at 8°

level which creates the play of light and shades
Besides the fover, the architeet has used this
rearment at every exposure, which forces light to
creare a beautful play of shades and thus each

space gets a different dimension, be it a service

passage, or patic from the dining, guest bed or

even the small toilet at the verands, Ovher than

the fact that one can experence the nature mto a

manipulated version and can have a visual relief

T
e st st

H
i
T
3
i
'y

*  Service Passage =  Dining Space

this cconomic attimde of using spaces, - -
designed no leA over space in the whole -
house. The formal living is adjacent to the
foyer. At the ground level, the coun
separates the formal living from he family
zong, The courl serves g5 gn extension of
the living in case of larpe gathering. Next
to the foyer, a veranda leads one to the
family spaces. The veranda like that of the

older houses, has been used as a e View towards the Court feam Formal Living,
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connecting element of different spaces. It also serves as a transitory space between enclosed

and open part of the house which resembles the traditional ones.

LS

fiu} ._\:

»  Stair from the Diniog *  The Family Space.

The dining area is in close proximity to the kitchen for efficient functional relatiomship. From
the dining area the guest bed opens and an enclosed and straight nun stair leads to the upper
level, the most privale part of the house The siair resembles to those found in carly twentieth
century houses of Dhaka creaies a mystery.

In the upper level, the master bed is kept separated [rom the family space Lhrough the veranda
The stair continues up to the roof termace and also to the office of the master of the houss,
which has another approach from the outer side of the house. The fanuly space provides Lhe
approach to the bedrooms for the chuldren And, it is the count which ties every space of the

house into a smple entity.

The Contermmemry Residentul Architoenys in Dhaka City in the Light of Regions! Determipants 7.9



The house is a deliberale effort of (he
architeet to  create an  architecture
responsive our bife sryie, climate and use
of local materia! and technology. It also
rellects the cost conscious attitude of the
architect. Privacy has been given ultimate
consideration and as such, other than

generaling the spaces with necessary

hierarchy organised mto an introvert

% The Court from the Yeranda, manner, the wwo storey high wall of

perforaled bricks on the western side
provides necessary privacy to the court from the swroundings. The concrete nbs, used at &°
level up to the boundary, has provided the necessary secunty o this house which 1s a commen
problem of the urban context. To deal with the climate, the architect has been aware of the
macto climale as a shaper of built forms in the dense urban contexl. He has tried o manipulaie
the macro climate and achieved the advantage of micro climate. This 1s refllected in his carefil
use of the courl which allows the spaces be well ventilaled. Also the court kesps the house

cooler m intense sun and warmer in winter.

N it The shading devices, of fibre glass and metal truss
- I corresponds to that of the vertically pivoted

vemacular unagery. The perpolas over the coun
continuously filter and modulate mamral Light to
the intenor. Thus e court have heen used
succesafully as a clement responsive to the both
social and climatic aspects. The use of matenial is
also sensitive to Lhe context The architect hes used

*  The Openings .
pening hollow bricks on the exposed parts of the roof and

also used cavity walls on the front and back facade to reduce heat end noise transmission. The
building is enveloped by load bearing exposed ordinary hrick walls. The opening are spanned
by R C.C. beams. Other than maintaining the organic essence, it is the honest expression of the
techniques nsed Thus it also saiisfies the demands of modernism which stresses on to have
respect for inherent qualities of building malerial and expression of siructure. The house
constantly resembles its place and context. The exterior merges with the surroundings in it’s
scale and become a part of the wban fabric while the interior facilitares traditional and
convenient living. Also it is an example of the creation of a meaningful architecture coming,

aut of the participation of the architeci and the client,
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CASE STUDY II

Froject Data

Project: Residence of Mr Syed Kamaluddin

Architect Shamsu! Wares

Locarian. RoadNo 6, Dhanmondi RAA,
Dhaka.

Site Area 30.15m?

Covered Area 165 m°
Total Built Area, 424 m *
Building Cost' Tk, 25 Lakhs
Year of Conslruction: 1927

s Spcond Floor Plan

The house accormmodales a singly
family mn three different levels and
situated in a comer plot with roads
on the northem and western side.
The house has a quiel environmenrt
around 1t and located in a designed
residential  ares. The  building
covers the entire site with necessary
sel backs as recommended by the
RAJUK. The spaces are lavishly
arranged in threz loors maintaining
the necessary hierarchy. At pround
level, one appreaches into (he largs
loblry through the covered drop off,
At one side, a covered patio
extends tus space to the exterior,
This level also contains the guest
bed. A pgrand siair leads one to the
brst Noor which actually iz the
extenmon of the ground level, It
accommodates the formal Jiving,
dining room and the kitchen. The
proximity of the dining and kitchen
is alike other case studies for
eflicient functional retattonship.
The kitchen is approached by a
separate service siair firm the
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ground level Unlike the previous ¢ast studies, the inaster bed 18 placed at this level,
the access of which is from the dining arca. The same Stair contipues up to the second

floor to the family spacé from which the two bed Tooms and the smdy room can be
approached.

s { oI | e house, Lhe horizontal as well as vertical
flow of spaces is evident. The dining, living, study
and family space, all are arranged around a double
height void which unites themn info a singleton. The

double height space which connects the [irst and

second floor finds expression in a concrete pitch
.oof a1 the exterior. ‘The pitch roof relates more 10
the traditional imagery other than dripping e

rains off.

e
|
i =
u

: i

e ———
e The Donble Height Space.

{reation of spaces wWere the prime imention of the architect which has been carried out
quite successfiully. Howewer, {he clicnt has converied the guest bed at the ground level
jnto study. The space which the architect ascribed as study is merged with the void
and, as menfioned by the mistress of the house, did not wark well due to noise and
Just The house owner wants seolation of the study from household activities. They are
also planming to make the covered patio as the guest ped. A covered patio could not
create cnough appeal to its users. It reveals the fact thal an open to sky space is more

acceplable as it can bring (he najure more close to people.
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In hus response 1o the climate, the architect has
carefully zoned the differeni spaces. Each
operung of the house is provided with
necessary protection both by using shading

devices as well as manipulating the building

mass. The architect has shown his mastery in

the treatment of the west facade which being

*  Veranda from the Dining mostly solid, protcets the building from the
scorching sun but at the same time, the few openings along with the three dimensional
composition creates certain interest. The verandas have been extensively used in ttus
residence as part of different spaces. Fach of them has their own entity. As for
example the veranda from the dimng is open to sky and il relates the users to the
exterior environment successfully. On the other hand, the veranda of the master bed is
given adequate privacy.
e e, As the construchon

system, load bearing
walls have been used
1 in this house, The
''''' walls are plastered
and the exterior
facades are
»  External Views mterestingly  treated

with a modern vocabulary. The architect of the house although very much loyal to the

''''''

facets of modemism, yet he could not help incorpomling the inherent characteristics
of the residences of this region. This is most evident in the organisation of spaces in
which pnivacy with certain hicrarchy has been maintained, in the use of local malerial

and construction system and of cowrse, in iis response to the climate

'

-
i S——

#+ North Elevation *» Wesi Elevatinn
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CASE STUDY IV

Project Data

Profect’ Residence for Mr Zakir Hussain
Architect; LJiam Kumar Saha

Location: ulshan, Dhaka 1215,

Site Area, 33305 m’

Covered Area 222 63m”

Total Built Area 483 58m*

Buwikding Cost Tk 20 Lakhs

Year of Construction, 1991-92

This is a duplex built for a single
family simated in ome of the posh
tesidential areas of the city. The bmlt
mass in theplot creates a fore coun and
a back wyard. The achitect has
organised the spaces respecting the hite
style of the users.

4  The Front ¥iew

s {round Fleor Flan @ =  First Floor Plan

The spaces are amanged ar different levels which are all
unibed logether by the stair as a connecting element. The
foyer is approached through an inbmate veranda The
ground level houses the formal living, dimng, the puest
bed and the service areas. The living and dining area are so
placed (hat they can retain their separate entity but if

necessary can be feated 8s a cohtinuous space. The

kitchen is in c¢lose proximity but has an  indirect

+ The Entrance relationship to the dining. From the foyer, a sculptural stair
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links the upper level which contains the family space, around which the bed rooms are
arranged. At the landing, a study room has been interestingly placed over the parage.
The slair continues to the second Noor to the roof terrace but before that, a gamcs
room has been provided at the landing over the study.

¢ Stair from Foyer. ¢+  Family Space ¢  Stair as Connecting Ebernent of Spaces,

The archilect has created interesting verandas at differcnt spaces. But except the one
wilh the master bed, none of them has been used as a transitory space between the
cnclosed and open arcas, Rather they form a pan of the individual spaces.

The house represents a deep concern
of the architect for our climate and
elso, his comscious attitude of using
local materials and tcchoology, The
bouse faces the west. The archatect
has accepted this reality and
designed the verandas to provide

deep overhang 88 a protection

&  Vceranda over the Entry Point. apainst the sun. These, other than

providing protection from the west,
also adds a visual interest and creared an mviting front. Verandes on the south and on
the west are staggered in a progressive manner. The repeated use of comer windows
created another visual impact and added mare openness to the rooms of Lhis house.
Load bearing walls are used as the structural element. The facing bricks on (he
building envelope provides a sense of mmiformity.
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CASE STUDY ¥

Project Datu '
Project Festdence of Mr Enayet ullah
Architect; Lttam Kumar Sahg
Consultant Nandan Archiects itd
19, Central Road, Dhaka {205
Location' Central Road, Dhaka
Site Area 270 m’,

Covered Area  199.90m’
Total BuiltArea: 421.33m"
Building Cost: Tk 20 Lakhs
Year of Construction: 1921,

This is a duplex designed for a singly
, famuly. Situated in a dense residential
area, this plot is approached by a
secondary mad and has a quiet

environment The bullding covers the

entire sitc with necessary set hacks as

recommended by  RAJUK  as

EREA A4 e

mandatory

« Ground Floor Plan EB =  First Floot Plas.
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At the entry pomt, a large lobby is created [rom
which one sieps down to the living and dining area.
Though each of the areas are scparate, but their

continuous flow achieve oneness of space.

&  The Stair

* The Flow of Spaces » Children's Bed

The atterrpt to manipulate the nature and to bring it inside the
house, 13 sucocssfully incorporated in this house. As found in
¢ase study 11, beside the dining arca, the horizontal ribs at 87
level up to the boundary line creates a stimulating play of light
and shades over the poticrics smd plants A sculpheral stair
commects the formal zone with #ts private anzas. with the rest of
the house ie. the private zone. A bedroom for the younpest son
is approached from the tanding. With a few sieps up, there is
large family space and two bed rooms. The stair continues up to
the roof terrace, but before that, enother bed for the grand
father is put al the second landing. The archilect tried 1o

provide spacicus verandas to each space. The family space

* Open to Sky gpens to a2 huge terrace through a veranda and it gives the

Space.
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sequence of covered, semi-open and open space. The existing siructure next to the
building keeps the west shaded and the architect has used openings in the west without
providing adequate protection. The architect has shown his concern for the lifestyle
and to the local material and technology. This building is constructed with load
bearing walls and enveloped with exposed bricks. Repeated use of corner windows
along with the arc coming out of the mass has given the building an interesting, visual

quality.
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CASE STUDY V1

Project Data

Project: Residence for Mr Muhammad Aziz Khan

Location: 14, Shahid Sarani,
Camonment B/A. Dhaka.

Archittect Mahas Ahmed Khalil

Cansultant, ARCArchitecrural
Consuitants

Site Area 2003m”

Covered Area 445 m?

Total Built Area 742 m?

Cost: Tkt Crorve 5 Lakhs .

Construction Perjod:;  1992.93

yp This is a single family residence situated in Dhaka

{ﬂ cantommeni area. Boing localed opposite to the

P memorial to the martyrs from the armed forces, the
building follows a specific by law and is provided a

2y

_{, distance of 80 as a sel back from the .main approach
T
road on the east, A streich of 467 to the west too has

« Front View been kept free for use in funure by the owner,

« Ground Floor Plan EB
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+ First Finor Man

R o o Rk o o B M P L I Eini

The formal living s The Courl

The ground Noor plan, an atiemnpl has been made 1o blur the edges of indoor and
outdoor spaces. The interior spaces ame arranged around a central counyard with
neccssary hicrarchy A grand foyer invites one to a spacious formal living, The formal
Living has thrae ypes of sitting smangements, one next to the foyer, another which is
siepped down and the thind in close proximity of the dining area All these form a

The Contermporary Residential srehiesture in Diaka City  7.20



conbnuons space. The Dining arca is kepl separaied by a covered comidor and the area
itself is next to the courtyard, It is linked with (he living at one side and with the
seTvice zome Al the other. From the foyer, one may approach to the small work area of
the owner and the guest bed. A garage and the service entry is placed on the hack side
of the house. Ta reach the upper level, there are two stairs in the house, one from the
foyer and the other from the service zone. Bolh of thewn rises up overlooking the
courtyard. The upper level is exclusively privoe zone of the house. The bed rooms are
arranged around a famuly space which 13 placed just beside the eour. The master bed
with its library is placed at a few steps up from which (he court can be enjoyed. The
master’s suite is kept on the north overlooking an open field away from the sun and

ihe traffic of the road on the east, as was desired by the owner,

« Courl and Family Space

In this house, spaces are lified up and down to T

provide privacy of each. The courtyard serves -

as a spatial link tymng up the entire house and BB
also as an outlel shaft for the warm humid air
swept up from the southem rooms to escape.

Moreover, Lhe courl helped to make the rooms

as  single spaced which facilitates  bemer
ventlation. ‘The bmlding has adopted a simple
unplastered load bearing brick building, with its
concrete elernents expressed and the floor slabs
extended to form dop courses. The caves of
cement concrete hles protect the walls from the
son and fram rain, The exposed part of the

ceiling ie. the roof is constructed of hollow

bricks which provides a satisfactory insulation. ®  Terrace

I'he Contemprorry Residerw] srehilectore it 10haks ity In the hght of Regional [detenminants 771



The architect hag used traditional vigyal imageries like perforated parapet rialings, the
tiled eaves brick and slab projections ete in the honse.

1 e e M e Facieit 1

AT T e

*Different Spaces of the House in relation o the Courtyard,

Thos synthesised the traditional elements to modem spaces. The architect has created
fragmented elevations dealt with respective situation other than making a biased and
preconceived clevation. The house 15 a successful example of incorporating the

traditronal clements into the present contexd.
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CASE STUDY vl

Project Datn

Prujecdt, Kelindi Apartment Camplex
Location® 364, Indira Road, Dhaka-1215
Arclottedi; Beshirul Hague

Comsulrant: Bashirn] Haque and Associates Lid
Site Area: 4007 m?

Covered Area: 1669.76 t”

Total Built Area  7235n1°

Cost, 5 Crove 25 Lakhe,

Constmiction Peiod: 1985-1991

Kalindi Apartment is situgted m the midst

of & dense residemtial area.. ther than

£ R - : p .
RN T bulding voluminous high mise apartments,
LR LT

Wt \ which is a common trend in Dhaka, the one

nom o e w3 EET A
Ak R % i

acre site of this project has been desigmed
carefully so that 1t integrates open spaccs

ito the buiit form and thus would create a
suitable a congested environment for a
healthy living. To avoid the noise and the
pollution  of the adjacent commercial
actrvities, the apariments are arranged into
an introvert manner by creating a series of
open courtyards of greenery. The complex

consists of three blocks organised aroumd

three open courts. It i3 designed to make

available the maximum amount of ground
=4 space for the¢ uwse of the inhabitanm The
recreational area has been defined by
segregating the vehicular area. The parking
Shsiae : P LS area is placed beneath the central block.

¢ The Court as Children Play Area
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The mmp[ex accommodates basically three types of apartments which are organised

in a symmetrical arranpement, using misTor nages.

The bype A T covers a NMoor area of about 2367 sil. It

contains living, dining, family space and three bed
rooms along with the service faciliies. The apartoent
does not have any foyer, One enters dircclly into the

formal living area

s  Plan Type A 'EE]
The dining avea is carcfully segrepated
from the lawing by using a wall. The
family space which is next to the living s
stepped down. These three spaces,
alhough each has its own enbty and
privacy of cach of themn 1s assured,

together they form a continuous space.

Thus a feeling of oneness is achieved,

Family Living

» Living, Dining and Family Living ——The Flow of Spaces.

The Contempomury Renudential Arehitecturs m Il City in the Light of Repicna] Detemmimants 724



The bed rooms as the most private area are grouped together. The dining space is 1
close proximity to the kiichen and it can be approached from the private zone . Thus
the desired privacy in the internal spaces is not disturbed Other than providing open
verandas, the architect has ¢reated a semi-open space with wooden latties work as a
common feature for the complex. It provides the necessary provacy and at the same
time minimises sun plare. Without disturbing the airflow, a play of light and shade are
created in Lhe veranda Thus 1t is possible to use the space for planters or for very
basic utility, to dry up clothes which is not visible fromn the road side. Tn the Al type,
thal space 13 provided with the hiving, famly living and with the master bed. Tn ts
space organisation, this type is harmonious to our lifestyle. The type A2 follows the
jame arrangement as in Al except that the area covered by A2 15 about 2277 sA.
which is slightly less than Al

Bl The type B covers a floor area of about

; 19435sft. It conlains living area, dining arca and

;2. Vel ‘ﬂﬂ w ]

three boed rooins with the service facilities.

Like the other oype, this iype docs not have any

- T foyer. One enters through a intimate passage
1 O . . . .
e au mio & vas arca in which the living and the

dining arsas are orpanised in a L-shape

EL-.‘EEE arrangerment. The bed rooms are grouped

together and formt the poovate zone, Despite the

s PlanType B kaﬁ fact that the kitchen is in close proximity ta he
diming area and that the bed rooms form the private zone, but one has to cross the
living area to reach Lhe dining from the private zons. And this might result in sever:
problem reparding, privac:-,r in case when there 15 a visior in the house. Therefore, to

conclode, this type is not very suitable for a person concerned abour privacy because

of its circalation paitemn.

» Living and Dining as a continuous space,
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has been one of

the major desiyn

crteria in  thig

complex.  The

volumermic

resofution of the

complex wm the
norih south

orientation hag

RN 4 wan e

heen carcfully
worked out. This
enables a smooth
flow of summer

breeze  through

the complex. The
open coun serve 3 dual purpose of providing optimum natural light and air movement
tu all the apartments. Cavity walls provides the necessary window protection. The use
of locally availlable materials has given the building a distinct architectural expression.
The buiiding shows brick warks, wood works and exposed concrete, which honestly

represent the specific construcrion elements within the complex.
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CASE STUDY VI

Project Datm
Project:
Location:
Architect’
Consyltam,

Site Area:
{Coverad Area
Total Built Area:

Year of Congiruction |

Dhan3in Aparimem Complex
354, Indira Road, Dhake-1215%
Bashirul Haque

Bashirul 1Taque and Associates Ltd
2671 61 m*

1460 m®

10,668 m*

1997

Asg a Tuxunous residestial complex, Dhan Sind
apartment provides a congental environment to
1ts habitants to pursu¢ a cosmopolitm style
of living. It 15 sitvaled on the perphery of a
dense residential area at the heart of the city,
To aveid the noise fom the main soeet, the
building has a set back of approxamalcly 507
away ffom the main road, And to reduce the
visual scale of the cormplex at the strewt level, a

» View from Children’s play Area at Upper Jow height entrance block has been constructed

Level

as an Internmediate stmctare bebween the road

and the main building. The built mass at Lhe top has been broken so that the overall building is

ot visually overwhelmung,

DhanSiti aparmment complex offers a wide selection of flats to suite the divene lifestyles of

modem familics. 1t sceommodates 5ix types of apartiments.

bS]

UNIT TYPE

UNIT TYPE C

UMIT TYPE E
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Unit type A (2323 sR) and wype B (1867 sft) has similar orpanisalion of space. Each
accommodates 1iving area, dining area and hree bedrooms along with service areas, There
is no fover in these rypes, The entry door is between the Living and dining area. The living
and dining together forms a continuous space. The bedrooms, as the most prvate area, are
grouped together. However, the dining or kitchen area do not have a direct relationship
with the private ares which mipht disturb the privacy of the inhahitanis,
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&  Upit Type B EL

Unit type C {1668 sfi) conlains living area, dining
area, two bed rooms and a study area along with the
service areas. Although this typs has an enhance
foyer, but it is rather hansition space from the
circulaion cormdor to the house It leads to the

formal living duwcugh which onc has to reach the

family spaces. The living and duning, like the other
types, forms a continuous space. The dining area
cun be approached without crossing the living area
Absence of attached toilet with the masier bed

might result in privacy problem.

« Unit Type C @
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Unit type D (2207 sfi) acgommodates living area,
dining arca and three bed tocms along with the
service areas. In this type too, Like the other types,

bed rooms are grouped rogether and the living and

dining forms a continuons space. However the

relationship belween these areas is probably the
worst. To meach the dining area, the inhabalants

must cross circulate the formal hiving. And this

would resplt into severe disturbance in terms of

privacy.

Unit type E and F probably are the most interesting apartments
in the entire complex. They cover the same floor area (2969 sfl.)
and has similar space orpanisation. However it is Lhe size of the
terraces (525 sA and 1150 sk respectively) that varies. These are
the four bed room flats with the living, dining and service areas.

The living and dining, like the other types form a comtinuous

space. Privacy has not given enough consideration m (hese nypes
as the entrance is through the dining area. However, the mastery
of the architect to cregle beautiful spaces subdues these =

problems. The master bedroom has been deteched from the rest ;

of the house and is placed at the side of a huge terrace linked by

a covered corridor. At this point, the space can make one forget
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all the complexes of urban life and takes him back to lus root. One can feel the prace of

narure 10 his house as it used to be felt in the traditional honses. A kind of feeling that no

luxury can provide. And one fiels worh buying this open space,

*  Yiew from Unit E towards the Flay
Area.

*  Yiew from Lhe Play Area to the
Circulation Corridor

| The complex contains certain elements which

are repeatedly used in cach unit and thereby act
as a umifying reference The architect has hardly
put windows [n the spaces particularly in the
living and family spaccs. Rather he has used
folding plass doors in each opening which opens
into a veranda. Thus a sense of openness to
nature 15 créated. Althongh this aparmment is
provided with adequale security, still whether the
inhabitants can have psychological secunty and
can slecp at the night with the doors open is a
point of consideration, There are no grills in the
entitz complex, neither in the window nor in the
verandas. The railing height is approximately 4
Y feet for the sccurity of the children.
Recreational facilities particularly the children’s
play area have been provided on the open
terraces at upper level while the proumd levet is
used for parking. Ample use of verandas and
rerraces made the internal spaces close to the
nature. Although the architect perceived the
inhabitants 1o develop 3 kind of community
fecling among them, however, these verandas
and terraces which are visible to aach other
might not result into a happy situation in terms
of the privacy of the users. But, if not much
safisfactory in terms of privacy but these spaces

are very much satisfaciory in the scarce of open spaces in the present urban context of Dhaka.

The design incorporates local condihon, primanly climare and building materials. Wind

direction and sun movement have been carefully considered within the design for the physical
comfort of the inhabitants by means of an airium and varying the heights of the complex. The

atrium provides narural light and ventilation to all the apartments The ground NMoor, which has
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been kept open for the car parking, pulls air and that moves into difTerent units throupgh the
atrium. The use of brick visually blends the complex with (he surrounding butldings and thus

creates & homogenous wrban simartion.
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CASE STUDY IX

Project Data
Project, Residence of  Mrs,
Rahaman
Location, 55, 01d D QH.S, Dhaka
Archimect Uttam Komar Saha
Consultant; Mandan Archiects Ltd .
Site Area 148.42 m?
Caovered Area 91.84m*
Total Budt Area 183.68m’
Cost’ Tk 15 Lakhs * The Front View

Construclion Perlod: 1993

= This is two storey residence designed for two single

X families. The upper Moor is for the owner and the

“Uthrongh the living room whick leads one to the

famly zone.

Yiew from the Nonth-East side

- -
« Ground Floor Plan tlf\f' *  First Floor Plan

The hietarchy of spaces is maintained in the orgamsation The
dining angd the bedroom are placed with adequate frivacy, The
somthern parl of the honse is blocked as the neighbour has
violated the building act of necessary sel backs and donstructed
house. The bed and the living room receives edequate naturel
light and ventilation bui the dining arca does not have natural

light, The upper level has been designed for the use of the owner

® Stair to the who is 2 widow and lives alons, The stair runs From the emrance
pper Level,
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lobby at the pround level and directs one to the living cum dining space at the first

Tleor. The bed room and service arcas are placed in their respective location with

necessary hierarchy,

- The interesting pan of the house is the large terrace beside the Living. This is the point
where the archiwect has blended namre and the built form. The terrace can be
approached from the living area only and not visible from any ather part of the house.
It is pertially open to sky through which a straight run stair runs to the roof top. There

are no other veranda in the house,

s=w—va T dea! with the climate, the architect has
extended the roof in all three sides like a
comice, This protects the wall sorface from

rain and also provides shading 15 the windows,
1.0ad bearing, walls has been used to crect the
building. The maierials have an  honest
expression through out the structure. Brick
works are exposed and the openings are spanned by concrete beams. The Interplay
between the cornice as a horizontal plane end the wooden shutters as the vertical plane
gives the building a distinct visual impact. The inhmate scale of the building, zoning
of different spaces, use of material and response to climate, all reflecis (he deep

concern of the architect w achieve a regional essence in this building,
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CASE 5TUDY X

Project Daia

Project: Deep Shikha,

Location, 413, GulBagh, Dhaka

Architect: Utiam Kumar Saha

Comnsultant, Mandan Architecs led.
19, Central Road, Dhaka 1205

Site Area; 183.67 m’

Covered Area 156.95 m?

Talal Built Area 627.8 m"

Cost: Tk 30 Lakhs

Construction Period 1990-1991

This is a project by a non govemment organisation (NGO)

locally known as Samaj Unnayan Sangstha, This building
presents an interesting example of accommodating function
in an exmemely tight and linear site of 2.75 katha Optimum
utilisation of space and econonmy are the main criteria of the
design and the burlding reflects the mastery of the architect
i deing so. The building accommodates a school for the
children at the first two floors. To gencrate income for the

project, the second and third [loor contains four flats which

are constuciad for rentn! purpose.

®  The Entey Lobby .

The architect extended Lhe spaces in Lhe pround level up to the boundary line and used
them as part of the children’s play area. Actually the boundary wall is heightened up
to the third floor. Bur in plan it extends from the rear side op to the stair. Roof light

———————
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has been incorporated even in this tight sitsation and a touch of nature adds interest to
the whole building.

o — e,
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¢  The Interior

The flats at the second and third floor are of two types. Type one accommodates fwo
bed roams with living and dining area. The other type is a smaller one Type two
experience more light and air than that of type one. Continnous series of windows in
north and south allows cross ventilation in (his flat and contains 2 single hed room and

a hving cum dining area One toilet and Kitchen constitutes the service area in both
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units. Even in this very squeszed silation, the privacy of the users arc given
consideration. The architect has tried to manipulate the macro climate to armiculate
natural light ané ventilation in dilferent spaces. According to the site situation, the
south wall would be shared by another building, Therefere, in flal type one, he has

mvited roof light which continues up to the classroom areas in the (irst floor.

The architect had (0 make this building Tow cost to make the project feasible. Load
bearing wall construction with ordinary bricks has betn used in this building . The
facade is of exposed brick works. The brick details at different parts of the building
resembles the mmagery of the older buildings and makes the bunlding visually

interesting,

I

=k

*  Hoof Light

The gnlis and the window shutters are of metal.
The building is a venture of creating maxumum
space with minimum cost and in tality an
accepiable visual impact makes the project a

successful one, a building that conveys its conrext,

a  The Surroundings

-—
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CASE STUDY X}

Project Data
Project. Azam Residence
Owner Mrs Azam
Location, 19, Atash Khanz Lane
Archuniect Rafrq Azam
Comltant, Sthapotik
¢, Gulshan Avenue, Gulshan,
Dhaka-1212
Site Area. 318.14 m®
Coverced Area 182 56 m’
Total Built Area 420 4 m?
Cosl Tk 12 Lakhs.

Construction Period: 1986- 1988

__-. ort arga. The old house was originally an

! 1%irltn:rw-::r‘c type and of a departing Hindu family,

- expanded, the need to have more rooms resuited

*  ¥iew from the Road in constructing unplanned structures, When the
famity decided to build a new house and appointed an architect. In 1981, a pordon of

the ground level was dismantled and consmuction was jnitiated hut

— . M*' D
- Kikchen 3
Furlly @D = I
M. B oI A L=

£
A
,ﬁl

*  First Floer Plan @
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was not continued. Finally, the family reslaried the renovation work and decided to
live in the upper flocr. This time the architect was the son of the family.

The emotion of the family about the court was one of the major coocern of the
architect while orgamsing the spaces. The successful hansformation of the old
courtyard in the upper level can be considered as the most significant achievement of
the design. As
one chiers into
the house, there
i3 the formal
living area of the
hcuse The front

small o gl
lavwn, as the

extension of the

formal  living
actuatly provides the set back from the road 10 ensure noise protection and visual
privacy The lawn with (he drama of light and shades with plants and potteries adds

* The Front Lawn

interest to the living room,

The door to the guest bed is from the living ares 1s
disturbing in term of 1s povacy. However, the family
zone is distncily formed with adequate privacy in the

house. From the hving area, the space flows into (he

dining area but placed at an angle that adequate privacy is

assured. From the dining area, the threc bed rooms can be
= The Yiew fom

approached through a short comidor. Living Space to

the Private Areas,
The fannly zone enjoy another
informal enclosed counyard as an
extension of the dining and informal
living. The multt purpose court
resembling the older one creates a
difTerent appeal to the inhabitants. The

selection of magtenal like wse of

exposed bricks, the steps for siting,
the red tile Noor, the larger glass pancl

#  The Private Courl on the South

e —
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within the wooden frame relates the traditional cnvironment in a modern setring.

In response to the climate, the house experiences
adequate natural lipht and air flow. The south east
air enters through the easiern lawn, southern courl
and the wveranda. The

architect has vsed economic

but varied materials. Due ta

¢  Southern Court the old structurz= on the
western part, the structural system followed frame structure. The
rest of the building is consmucied on load bearning walls, The

architect wanted the building w blend with its surrounding The

building, though a contemnporary one, yet forms a harmonised . The

relafionship with the dense fabnie of old Dhaka Surroundings
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CASE STUDY X1I

Project Data
ﬁn-ju;l:

Lascatron:
Archirtecy:
Contulizm!

Cont:

Site Area

Covered Anes
Concraction Period;

Archites1’s Terrace

19, Cemtral Rosd, Dhaka
Untam Kumar Seha
Nandan Archirecis Led

4 Lkl

&579m

143,42 m?

1991-97
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Architect Uttern Kumar Saha's

residence is an example of how

en architedd perceives his place 1o
be, where he arates spaces that
is exclusive for his lifestyle and
desire. The houee is 001 ownad
by Whe erchitect, he is just a
tenant. With the permission from
the gomer, he hes renovared mmdd
extended the portion on the top
lloor where he used to Hve,

Feationship betwreen Indoor and Ootdoor Spaces

Al a renovation project, be had to follow the wall lines of the existing structure, which
accommodates living, dining end three bed rooms, Instead the erchitecy decided to
have two beds md 8 large living cum dining area thm flows out to the nature oanside,
in & semi enclosed open to sky terrace, And it is the relationship of the {errace and the

The Comemporary Roskdont] Aschiwecran io Dtwka City in O Lips of Rgpioral DowrmEnee
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living room, that mmakes the unit worth praising. The architect in designing his den, is
intercsted in creating space and to incorporate nature in them. And to achieve this, he
sacrifices the privacy of the dining or having a separsie living room, The terrace is the
extension of the living area and it has carefully been detached from the bedroom
areas A sgti-open space acts as the transitory space from the enclosed hving to the
open terrace. The wse of brick tiles on the floor, the exposed brick wal;s, Iot of plants
and potieries and the straight run open stair 10 the roof top all accumulales a regional

essence in the residence,
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7.4 Conclusion

All the above examples fum dilferent type of residences in Dhaka city has something
simafar in them. The stuctures are designed by different architects, for different
clients with varying scele and approach. But there are some inherent resemblance in
their internal and extermal expression which chargcterises them as bids of the same
string. In the next chapter, the similarittes between them will be analysed to extract the

influence of regional determinants in them.
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Chapter Eight
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8.1 Inimpduction

This chapter concentrates on extracting the kemel of the regional determinants in the
contemporary exampies of residences studied from Dhaka city to evaluate how much
do these residences comply with these determinants. As discussed earlier, eulture,
climate and response to local resources, are the prime variables as the shaper of
the built eavironment according {o r:tgiun.ul ideology. These variables represenis
the context. The relationship between the past, prr:s;ent and future of the built forms
can be found through their parhcular context to which they belong. Culture is not
something stagnant and technology progresses day by day. So, subsequent change in
the built struchures are inevitgble. Reference to Culfure, climate and local resources
would he drawn with the traditional srructures, the early urban houses and thal of the
recent ones. This would assess the relationshup between them and would identify the

change that had taken place due to the change in the context.

8.2. The Regional Contents in the Present Context

As mentioned, the reglonal determinegnts identify the particvlar context of a building
The context i3 2 mutable variable, something that is ¢trapsitory and mohile,
alwiys on the flux of transformation, It is the contéxt thal reflects our aspiration,
visions of the past and comprehension of the future, values for which we survive, for
which our life is set.' The urban context of which we are only the first or second
generation of urbanites, 15 totally different in relaton to the traditional one which has a
context of 100 years. The complementary relationship between indoor and cutdoor
spaces in Lhe traditional houses with the looscly arranped cluster of huts formed an
environment that has always encouraged to develop a growing commumity feeling
among the neiphbowrs. On the contrary, demarcation of the site is the first act being
taken in the construction of an urban house, urban dwellings present a totally different
account in terms of physical as well as eulural idiom. Tn the densely poputaled urban
scene, people hardly know their neighbours. Economics plays a significant role in the
urban contexi. Different income level gencrates the respeclive society and their
cwlture, The smaller plots in dense urban context, the micro climate is seldom
effective. At the present context, it is tifficult to have the openness, the kind of light
and air as found in the traditional houses though the expectations are there in the mind
of urban dwellers. Thn:l space or the environment to sustain the tradidonal culture is
absent in Lhe urban context. Urban way of life forces people to pet transformed, iheir
habits, bebaviour, pariern of life, all are subject to change i the metrapolis which has
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a totally different puise of hme. Thus one accepis a new house in new cnvironment,
which 1§ smaller but convenient for his changed hife style. But deep down his mind,
there exisis a longing for being close to nature, (he opetmess and the intimacy he used
to enjoy or Lhe relationship he used to have with the others in the raditdeonal honses
that he cannct afford in the urban context. Being s pam of the plobal scene, onr
context at best can accommodate the symbohe and psychological need. 'The emly
thing we must talk about 13 the penod of the building, the architecmre, the space.
What quality does it generate fo nourish values and folfil ambitions”. *

§.2.1 Cultural Contests in the Contemporary Urbao Houses

As menhoned earlier, ¢ulture indicates our identity. ldentity can be expressed in
archutecture in two ways, through spatial orpanisation and physical expression. Cher
the centurics, degree of privacy has been one of the key facior poverming our life style.
House as the most personalised expression, embodies various aspects of human Life.
Over the years, the social meaning of the related areas of the various aclivites
performed in an urban house has played a very significant role. The social values as
well as the life style of the user have ahvays given an inherent puidance towarnds
organising the different spaces of the house. Thus the subile existence of these

values can be Tell in the spatial orgamsation m all trpes of houses.

Culrure is always accommodative of changes. The camplexites of urban life has
initiated changes in the lifestyle of people and as changes due 10 culture is the most
dominant and raceable parl, he house experiences suhsequent alteration in its space
crgamsation a5 well as in physical expression. Analysing how this change in lifestyle
is incorporated in the contemporary residences in the light of tradition, it wouold he
possible to find out the cultural contents existing in them. The following discussions
would reveal and comnect with respect to the tradiion, the cultural contents as
searched m the orgamisation of spaces as well as in the physical expression of a

building,

8.2 2 Cultural Contents in the Spatial Organisation and Spaces in 2 House:

3.2.2 1 Zoning
In cliapter 6.3, transformanion of wrhan houses from its rural counterparts has been
discussed The concept of organising spaces into dilferent zones like the formal,

family and service areas in a contemporary honse as described in chapier 6.5, has
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remained the same. However, 1t is (he relationship betwern them thal has undergone

some alterabion.
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Provacy is in a dilemma in present restdences. Now a days, fomales are equally
cxposed to the ourside world as their male counterparts and socialising is no more a
male function. And as such, the idea of strict sepregation batween male and female
domain 1 the house plan has become loose which was a dominant aspect of space

organisation in the haditicnal honses (a5 described in chapter 5.5).

The concept of corridor as the circulation space (as described in chapler 6.4, linking
diffcrent rooms has now become almost absent. The spatial experience of the
studied residences mostly incorporate the concept of free Nowing spaces merging
the circulation in the process. The sublleties of the spatial experience is cnhamced by
the design of spaces to flow from different levels, both horizontally and vertically
(introducing double height spaces). This makes the individual spaces more lighted and
airy. The recent trend is to have a single uninterrupted space which provides a
wide and spatious feeling. This in tumn has reduced the scope of providing privacy
which was achieved in both the traditional houses and urban »cmacular through
zoning (described in 6.4).

3.2.2.2.Entrance, Living and Dining Greup

This living room, which 1z commonty known as drawing room, was introduced in the
urban dwellings to copy the outhouses of rural houses {as mentioned in chapter 5.5
and 6.5). Sull, 1n houses where the owner can afford & family living, a drawing room
is exclusive for gnest entenainment and not used a3 the living area. (as seen in case
study II, VI, VII). 1t is kept well decorated, well fumished and used only during

guest’s visit o a house.
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s Caze Study IT *  Case Study VT

!l-. A R R A

*  Case Study V11 &  Case Study V1!

e Fig 8! Formal Living Areas as the ‘Drawing Room’ for Exclusive Use.
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s Caze Study | .

s Case Study 1X

*  Case Stody X1

#  Case Study X ®  Case Srudy XI
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*  Case Study ¥ s Case Study V111

s Caye Stody XIE

» Caxe Smdy ¥II *  Case Study 1X
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The signiflicant change relared to this space is it's relationship with -t'ht dinlng
rvom. The living room though kept kighty maintained end used ocoasionalty, is no
more an isolated myd self confined space, but it it imerrelated with the dining area In
mweal of the instances the dining erea is an extension of the living room, even in houses
with separmte formal living. Togather they form a larpe single space, which is useful
during difTerent ocexsional fornily gatherings {casc study
LOLEV, VWL VITE D XX, X0,

ID'.|.11rJ13Ii

« Fig 8.2. Living and Dining as & Continuous Sparce,
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In casze study ILIV, V1l foyer is used to sepveprate the circulaton. This indicates the
intention of guiding the guest towards the formal zone. The guests may be allowed to
se¢ the dining area from the living roem, but the consciousness of restricling the view

from the entry point is there In most cases, a service entry has been providad

it

*  {ase Study I o {Cage study ¥

s  Case Sindy II s  Case Study IV

=  Fig 8.3, Use of Fover
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8.2.2.3.The Family Livinp

The family spaces have been used commonly in the studied residences The use of

family space has replaced the traditional use of wthan or courtyvard where most of the
family activitics used to take place. The family space has now become achual living
area for the inhaitanis of the house {case study LILULIV, V. VILVUI}. Leisure times
are passed m this space by enjoying television, and music, reading newspaper, and so
forth 1t also serves as the transition space to the bed rooms, It is from this point that

the private spaces i.e. the bed rooms are approached.

i
AR

*  Casc Study 1

*  Case Study 1

¢  Case Study IV +  Case Study YU
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Bed

*  Case Study VI

» Fig 8.4: Relationship between Family Space and Bedroom Arcas.

8.1.2.4 Bedroom Areas

Although the life style of the urban dweller forced them (0 compromise with the
degree of privacy up 10 a cerlan limit, however peopls are uncompromising to Ltheir
exclusive privacy in the bed rooms which is comsidered as the most private zone of the
house and have necessary control in access, In the duplexes, bed rocms ars ysually
kept at the upper level. It is the family space, if Lhere is any, the bed rooms are most
commonly approached. case stody LTLTIV, YILVIIL Otherwise, the access to the bed

rooms are from the dining space as in case study ¥, IX, X, XI.
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3.2.2.5 The Open and Semi Open Spaces

As identified by Khan (1982), the first act 1o a house is to delineate the un-built part
of the house.” Courtyards, terraces and vermmdas have long been used in the residences
as @m integral part. In the dense urban context of the present day, these open/semi open
arcas act like a breathing space and afrernpt to incorporate the nature into built forms,
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Open Spaces in the Case Studies
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8.2.2.6 Courtyard

The courl can be considered a3 a constant 1o determine the quality of built form. In
traditional houses, courts are more of sociel imporiance than that of the climatc.
Other than creating the desired level of privacy for the women, the cour is the cenire
of all activitizs. The huts are rather mcomplete without the courl wlhch was the
extension of the characienstically inadequate indoor living area. In the mansicns,
courts were used to secure the poivacy of the women and also, it used to serve as an
activily area. ln Lhe contemporary houses, the concept of court has been ransformed
in the changed urban context. First of all, due to change in the social soucture, the idea
of sinict segrepation between the male and female domain in the space organisation of
recent houses are almest absent. Secondly, the present residences have speaific space
for specific use. Finally, the highly dense urban situation results in scarcity of land
with a very high price and most of the buildings rises vertically. Thus colmrally, the
present houses, are net incomplete without the court. Tt is rather an additional space
from cultural pomt of view. Space are seldom arranped around the cowrtyard due to
the change in use. Though very few in numbers, there are courtyards in some of the
urban houses smdied, as in case stady 11T ¥1, VI VIII and IX. The court has become
an extension of living areas and can be approached anly from them. (Case Study i,
Case Srudy XI) except in case shudy 1 and 1V, where the spaces are organised around
the intemal court. Probably the case study I provides the most positive use of court.
Other than climatic advantages, the inToverl amangement may result into an
environmenl sechuded from the disturbances of the outside which is dense and often
chaotic, Pérhap-s, this i8 the most legical inference that can be drawn in favour of
courtyard as a cultural content. The cowT is & space that makes one feel (he grace of
nature Pontenes and plants kept here add life in the concrete. In (he scarcity of

openness, this provides a kind of relief to (he inhabiients,

s Case Stody 1

The Crutdoor Lawn Serves as the Extension of the Living Area.
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The court acts as the mnifying glement of the different spaces of (he house from which
the plan generates. Onher than being the extension of the formal living, the dining, the
family space as well as the masier bed @ amemges over looking the court, The
concrele pergolas over the court with the double height wall at the side create a play of
light and shades which is a constant phenomenon of the house. The inward loaking
house towards the courl has provided a louch of nature and created an imleresting
environment inside. This has given (he inhabilants a relief from the dense

surroundings.

* Case Stody 11
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First Floer Plan

Successful ransformation of coun at the upper level. The front sinell green
lawn serves as the extension of the living room. The multipurpose informal
court fiom Lhe dining eres resembles the old court and relates the maditional

environment in a modern settng,

*  Case Study X1
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s  Caze Study ¥1

The coun in this house is an atempt to merge the indoor and outdoaor areas. It 15 the exiension
of the formal fiving a5 well as the dining sreas At the upper level, the master bed and the family

space can enjoy the court

= Fig 85 Court and the DilTerent Parts of the House

8.2.2.7.Verandas and Terraces

‘The verandas are used around the couriyards znd they
arg transitory spaces in the traditional honzes. Except the
case study 11, where verandas serve as a transition space
from enclosed to open areas, in mulh storied recent
houses, verandas are only Lhe spaces where the dweller
can mke relief, outside the boundsries of brick wall
Open to sky terraces are still used widely, particularly on
the top fMoors as for example, in case study I, TV, VI,
VI, IX .

*  Case Study IO
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= Case Study ¥I & Case Stody VIII

e s e .

R T T

& Case Study IV & Case Stody IX

«  Fig B & The Yerandus and Terraces a5 the Most Preferred and Common
Components,

B.2.2.8.Service Areas

Kiichen and Services

The urhan people have under gone drastic change in their lifestyle and that the improved
domesoc technology has given the house 4 new appearance. Yet (he eaning habils being
lhe iast stand of an authentic culture, the Kitchen has remained as the least effecyed area in
the house [n most of the case studies, a separare Kitchen veranda or yard has been
provided. It is always preferable o have a service entry o the Jdtchen. This 15 presemt im all
the duplexes stedicd. However, 1n the Oat types, the service entry is not very common, as
they were in government housing projects as mentianed in chapter 6. The Kitchen with its
veranda and servants accommaodation with amached toilet forms a separate area namely the
service zong are common in most cases Usualky they are prouped wgether and located at

the most negattve areas in the slie.

Case Study T +  Cnse Study TV *  Case Siudy I
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Case Study VEHI

Case Study V1T

Case Stody IX

Case Study X1

Case Study ¥

s Case Study ¥1

Case Stody I

Dining —

P -
rwpdgt oo U'\

Kitchen Yeranda™,
' 4 - - N

o

kA LET T
'E_"fgiurfiaﬂk "'it";

Serviiit’s Bed—y»

Fig.8.7.The Sequence of Service Zone.
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Toilets

This function has underpone drastic changes. Tn traditional way of living we were
accusiomed with common toilets away from the living area, In many instances, there
were service courls (0 accommodate toilets and wells. Due to improved domestic
technology, now the urbanites prefer toilets to be adjacent (o their bedrooms and to be
exclusive. Most of Lhe recent houses accommuodate toilet with each bedroom and an
extra ong is provided as the common ané basicelly kept for the outsiders. The toilet
fixtures in all the cases are positioned in north south direction which reflects the

religious concern of the inhabilanis 10 respect the direction of Qibla.

£.2.3. Cultural Contents in the Physical Expression of the Contemporary House

The appearance of an urban dwelling, for obvious reasons is difTerent rom the rural
houses Initially, the urban houses cormesponded to their rural counterpart in their
organisation of space. Later, the urban house experienced iransformation with change
of context and became disunctly different from the indigencus type. But in physical
expression, being a permanent structure in different context, the wrban house was
always different. The process of urbanization basically started in the colonial period as
discuszed in 6.2.3. The PBrtish, particularly in Bengal, blended the existing
architecture with the impored Faropean building techniques, elements and design.
Response (o the climate pradually led to a hybrid style using local clements like
overhanging eaves, wooden lattices, verandas cic.(sce section 4.2). Of Lhe two basic
types of honses in the colonial period, the bungalows had rather & simple appearance
in comparison to the highly omamented mansions of the local elite. Later in post
colonial phase, the bungalows became more popular. In the 1960s, the intemational
style and later on the facets of modemism evoked for lack of omamentation and
simple rectilinear forms. This inspired the architects to create a totally difTerent
attiude in shaping the physical expression of the house. Till now, Lhe appearance of
the urban houses speaks for modernism. But as specified in chapter two, there is no
conllict between the idea of regional architecture and the principles of modemism,
Being a very much modern house, it is posaible (o tncorporate the regional cantents i
them. As a matter of fact, all regionel buildings may be modem but all modem
buildings roay not be regional.
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» The Indigenous Type » Mansion a  The Bungalow

« Fig 88 The Physical Expression of the Traditional as well as the Early Urban

Houses.

The case sludies, each house appears to be in concord with modernism. The exieriors,
in most of the cases are enveloped with exposed bncks. Bnck is considered as a
logically justified material in (he context of Bangladesh. Use of exposed bricks in
intmale scale, provide a sense of belonging. But, whether the exposed brick wall is
the omly answer to become regional is a point to ponder. Histerically, though the
srucures were of bricks, they were not always exposed. Rather, the exposed brick
walls are more representative of modernism as being the honest expression of the
structural sysiem. Actually, brick is regional in that it is the gifi of our soil as the most
readily available material and when exposed, the structural expression makes it
modern. Thus a brick building, may sarisky the idea of modern as well as regional
grchitecture. It is the desigmer’s freedom in which way he wants to perceive his
building. Wharever (he physical expression the contemporary buildings has, it is the
outcome of climatic and technological factors expressed in modemn vocabulanes.
Tradiuonal imageries like piwched rocf, use of comice efc. are easily acceptable to the
pecple as a very known element of the region. But this does not imply that they do not
accept buildings without the visual imageries and that buildings without the traditional

imageries are not regional.

s Case Study 1} o Case Sundy IT1 » Case Study ¥
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» Case Sindy ¥1 ¢  Case Stody IX s Case Study TV
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« Case Study VII
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*  Case Study XI =  Case Study X

*  Fig.8.9 Phyzical Expression of the Studied Cantemporary Residences.

8.3, Climatic Considerations in the Contempoarary Urban Houses
Climate is lhe agent by which buman hife is objectivised, and it is here (hat man

comprehends himself: thers is self’ discovery in clinate. We find curselves in a

comcrele chimatic and geographic envelope and natwre~climate forms an imporiant
component of cultere.” Climate though not the main but has been an important
delerminant in the creation of houses since ever Along with Lhe life style and privacy
of the users, the different spaces in the house are organised in conaderanot with the

climabc context of a particular site,

8.3.1 Site Planning and Zoning
In Bangladesh, wind flows from (he south east and south in summer. The north

presents light Lhat is free of glare. The wesl is Lhe wost harsh part in climatic comext.
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The south and easrern side of a house are considered as the most desired part and bed
roomy are preferably placed on these side. Placing e building in the north south
oricntgtion, is ane of the best way to incorporate cross ventilation and other climatic
advantages.

Traditional houses, in climatic respect, were not much well designed as the axial
relationship between the single loaded huts around a court put some huts in the east-
west orientation (as descnibed in 5.5). Rether, the bungalows (discussed in chapter 6},
were betier designed in that they were single loaded and oriented in the north-south |
thus provided with ample hight and ventilation. Even the bungalows in the post British
pericd and the earlier residences of Dhaka including povernment quarers were

climatically sound
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s Fig.3.10. Development of House Form in relation to the Site.

It appears that the larger plot size allowed the spaces of these houses to be pianned
harmony with chmate. As the size and shape of the plots in Dhaka city have now
became smaller, the traditional determinants of site planning do not work here (Fig
8.10). The traditional spacas were horizontally spread and the earlier houses were
mostly two storied structures (see references in chapter five and six), Privacy from the
neighbours were ensured in them. The high density of Dhaka city, has caused the
present buildings to become verical. The negligible gaps between the buildings
hinders the airflow as well hampers the privacy of the inhabilants.
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» Fig.8.11. The Contemporary Structures in a Dense Context,

In the contemporary urban context, in the smaller plots in a very dense fabric, the
impact of micre climale is not experienced in most of the cases. It is the macro

climate that decides mamy aspects of the built form .

In the present conlext, to make the rooms cross ventilaled has become difficult. The
single room depth suileble for cross ventilaton can hardly found in the demse
situation. Cmly a few courtynrd houses have one ot two rooms with ¢ross ventilation
as case study Tt and VI The inadequate distonce between two buildings eliminates the
advantages of south. In most of the cases, the rooms have openings on two sides, on

eilher south, east or narth.

To trext the west, light is usually invited either in indirect ways
or using deep cantilevers. In case study V1L, deep terraces and
verandas provided the necessary protection to the west and at

the same time made ihe physical front inviting,

3.3.2 Climatr and Comfort

Type of material, well thickness, room height, size of openings all works as pertinent
means to mederate climate. As mentioned in section 5.6, the indigenous huts are
construcied with adequate concerns w protect therm climatically. The low height of the
structures, projected roof overhangs and the evailability of sbundant vegetation for
shading cansiderably reduce the adverse effect of the sun and 1ain, Moreover, the
selection of matetial {e.g. cool mud walls or parous resd walls and the tharch roof
wilh insulaning capacity) creates an excellent thermal environment. In (he early urban

vernacular houses (discussed in section. 6.2.2), bricks were used as the principal
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building material in the permanent structures, The walls used to have a thickness of
gbout 15” to 20" The room height was comparatively much higher than present day,
their room size were also much bigper than lhat of today. The walls were more
perforated with opemungs from the skirting to the Lintel level. All these together created
a comfortable thermal condition in the interiors of those houses. The contemporary
houses basically foliow two types of consmuction system: the load bearing wall
construction and the frame structure. The former is comunon in many of Lhe case
stadies in which the 10™ thick brick walls are used to support the structure, The other
18 usually adopted in structures more than five storey. The room sizes has besn much
reduced. The Roor height proportioned to Lhe room size i5 107 in most of the cases

The openings are difTereat to that of the earlier houses and the walls are not as
perforated as those of the older one’s. Thus, the contemporary structures in general,
Jack Lhe thermal comfart that the older houses used to posses.

Although, the present houses ere desicned to be naturally ventlated, however,
dependency on mechanical devices is a subject of the affordability of the users.
However there are attermps to provide a betler environment to some extent. As for
example, in case study IT and IV, hollow bricks are used on the roof top to reduce the
heat ransfer as an excellent insulaling material. In case study V1, cavity walls are used

which is highly appropriate to provide thermal comfor.

8.3.3 Shading Devices

+ Fig B.12, The Optnings in the Early Urban Houses.
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Shading in the single storied raditional houses were served
by the roof, which was exiended to provide the necessary
protection to the openings. In some cases, particularly in
thatch houses, a small pan of the mat wall was cut and
pivoted to form the shading device. This represents one of

the very common mmagery of the nural vermnacular. In (he

carlier wban houses, comice is identfed as the most
comumon element to protect the openings from sun and rain
{sce in chapter six). A condnuos cornice in the roof level &
the end of the parapet used to protect the walls and the
openings. The verandas also served to shelter the openings
as a transitory space between the inside and ontside

particularly mn the bungalows. The windows of early houses

did not have goy additional protection and probably wall

¢ TFig8.13 Opening in thickness and the comice were considered sufficient to
Traditional and .
Early Urban Honse  PIOtect the rain and sun.

144
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¢ Fig.8.14. Openings in the Studied Residences,

In contemporary structures, the semblance of shading devices has changed a lot. In
most of the cases, 10 create the necessary depth for the window protection, walls are
folded inside {case stwdy I, IT, W, WiI, X1, XI) or are extended outside like verticai
Icnrvers (case study X). In some cases, extended sunshades are used at the limel level.
As for exemple, in case study I, the shading device made of metal truss and fibre
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glass resembles rhat of rural vemacular. However, in case study 1V and TX, comice

has been used like that of the earlier houses but in a different expression.

R

l‘gﬁ': -

L)

= Fig §.15 Use of Cornice as an Element of Climatic Protection.

5.3.4 Use of Court

In the waditional kouse,. courtyards were more imponant in their social use other than
for climatic issues. The hmts are individually well designed to deal with climanc
aspects. However, in warm humid climale like Bangladesh, the count ofen results in
severe distarbances particularly in the rainy seasons. Moreover, the organization
pattern of the huis around the coun forces some huts to be oriemed in east-west
direction. Tn recent houses, the ides of using courtvards are reversed to that of the
maditional setting, Courts, if possible to provide, is a good solution to climatic
probiems, specially in dense urban areas, 1a those situation, it is an open space where
light and air can play and supporl the built arcas. A couwrtyvard house allows the rooms
to be of single depth and hence, encourages cross ventilation which is difficult to

achisve in the dense urhan sitwanon.
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s Case Stody V1

s Case Sindy VIO

« Fig. 16 Use of Court a3 an Elemeni of
Climatic Advantage

s Case Stody 11

a  Case Study YII

Courtyards can be used es one of the
best ways to mampulste the macto
climale, Case study 1, II, IV, XTI and XII,
courts and terraces have been used
positively as the modifier of climaie, In
case of aparmnents, the ground floor is
now kept free to accommodate parking
facilities, This is also helpful to invite
air flow by tunnelling eflect. As for
example, in case study ¥V and VI, Lhe
free spaces in the ground level forces air

to flow undemeath and thea m be
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disiributed throogh the court in different units, Besides, the court keeps (hem betier
ventilaied.

8.3.5 Roof Line

As he roofing matenials in traditional houses were not capable to susiain the water for
a long span of time, quick drainage was the only solution to the problem Pitch of the
roof was mandatory in rural houses to expedite the disposal of rain water. It had a
very imporiant visual iTect as it breaks the sharp edge of the siructures and made the
structure blend with surounding vast open agricultural spaces. Pitch roofs were so
frequent in our built context, it has become the inagery of house and a pant of our
building radition {mentioned in 5.2}. However, use of pitch roof is almost absent in
recent buldings as today, (he drainage of rain water has other solutions. Roofing
matenals are less vulnerable to water with the introdection of concrele and drainage
can be provided with mild slope. However, pitch roof are used just as a visnal imagery

1N 50IME CASes .

8.3.6 Naturul Light

Light, though being universal yet it is the kind of light that always varies from place to
place. And it is the tropical climale, that encourages the buildings of the region o
mvite ample light and ventilation in contrast 1o the cold climate areas. The climatic
context of the region presents bright sunlight as a gift of neture. Almost all parts of all
the case studies have adequate natural light. The play of light and shades continoousty
chanping with the sun can create cerlain excitement in the house. Use of light as a
design element has only been carried out successfully in case study 1l and some

atlempts are seen in case study X,

* Fig.8.17. Case Study II—A Play of Light and Shades
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8.3.7 Yegetation

The traditicnal hovses are never complete as individugl stuctures. Rather they are
always seen in harmony with natre. As described in chapter 5, land, trees and water
form the essence of rural honse as the abstract determinants. Tn the earlier houses, plot
size being larper and the city being much less dense, tues were in sbundance
everywhere. The lush green not only pacified the eyes, but also they used to keep the
environment cool. However, it is not present in the In the highly dense urban comext
of present Dhaka as it vsed to be in carlier houses. However, in Lhe studied restdences,
atlempts are there to provide the touch of green with plantations. As grass is difficult
to maintain, the courts in case study Il and Vi, ars made paved. However, the use of
plantation has made the environment more soothing. The case study 1 provides an

excellent example of ncorporaling green into the bl form.

® CaseStudy T s Cuse Study [

+ Fig 8.18. Incorporating Plantation io Urban Houses

8.4 Response To Local Conditions:  The Local Material and Technology with

respect (o the Socio-Economic Context,

In their connnuous search for creating an architecture suimble o the socip-sconomic
condition of a counmy, the designers of the studied residences have responded
sensitively to the local condition. As such they adopted local crafts and technology to
detive a local vocabulary, Use of avalable builldmg matenals and indigencus
conshmction techniques has been wvsed by the vemacular builders to resolve the
problem of enclosing a space. The architecture of this region is characterised with
brick as the locally aveilable principal building materials for permanent construction.
In comparison to the developed world, Bangladesh is laggmng far behind
technologically. Technological factors have tremendous impact on the culture and thus
indirectly brought changes to the living pattern as well as to the dwellings.
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8.4.1.Use of Materials .

From very ancient bmes, the rich alluvium depoailed by ihe nvers has logically
encowaged brick as the predominant building materiel, adomed with intricate terra-
cotla arl on the surface. As a permanent material, brick stared to be used since the
tme of ealier urban houses up to the present time. Brick walls are used both as
structural members in load bearing construction system and also es parmitions between
dilTerent spaces. Cheap labour is one of the major reasons that we can allord this type
of construction. Among the exampies sludied, bricks are used both as structural and
partition element. Besides, concrete limel and floors, wood for shutters have been

used.

At present, different types of fimish materials like ceramic tiles, glazed tles elc. are
locally manufactured. Aluminium doors and window frames along with hollow metal
sections, special typss of glass, imporied expensive finish materials like marbles, floor
and wall tle etc. are now avallable i the local market, However, nong of the case
studies resulied into Dizarrs or levish expression. The architects were cost conscious as
well a5 very much region semsitive in the selection of matenals using brnick as the
principal material. Brick riles have been used as floor nish (case study 1, T, XII) and
hollow bncks as reofing material (case study II, V1), All of them speaks for the

region,

8.4.2, Technology and Spatial Organisation

The supply of ¢lectricity, gas and waltr and sewerage system have a profound
influence on the urban life style. Accordingly, present residences have undergone
changes 10 adopt the facilides. Tt has become possible 10 bring the detached structures
of traditional houses under a single roof and accommodate them in orban plots. Gas
supply has changed the concept of kilchen where smoke was a major consideralion
and was kept a1 a distance. Now, it is a room for itself besides the dining area as no
longer the problem of smoke generation persists. The water supply and sewerage
systern has allowed to keep toilels adjacent to bedrooms, which were kept al a safe
distance in traditional houses to aveid odour. Technology hes provided the
opportunity for better management of service areas of contemporary urban house gnd
thus it has changed the concept of spatial arganisation,
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8.4.3.Technology and Built Form

Contemporary residences are more than one storey 1n contrast to radidonal houses.
The early urban house since the cighteenth centary were mostly two storied.
Availability of land allowed w enjoy the open spaces in and eround the building. But,
scarcity of land and the teclinological advancement together forced to constmuct mult
sioned buildings in Dhaka, Two rypes of smroctural sysiems are presently bemg used.
They are load bearing wall type and post and lintel construction, Usually, load bearing
wall systemn allows up to fve storey depending on the soul condition and most of the
case studies follow [his bype. Frame soroctures are suitable for above five stories. In
the case studies, example V and V1 have adopted frame structures, In some cases,
mixed stuctures are also seen. case study 1Y, X1 So, the urban grain is far difTerent in
present context and wechnology has changed the volume and accordingly the shape of

recent residences.

8.5 The Substances

Based on the gbove discussions made on the basis of cultural, elimatic end responses
to local conditions, it is now possibile to identify the regional contents present in the
contemporary studied urbém houses in the changed context.

8.5.1.Culfural Contenis:

The culture in which, (he raditional lionses were erected has passed through the path
of lime. Not being a stanc phenomenan, culture continnously sccommodates changes
with respect to the socio-sconomic context. With the advent of modem technology,
the way of life changes and as a2 result, culture is always teking newer shape and
meaning. In the chanped context, in our day to day life, a new urban culture has
graduelly emerged. The studied contemporary residences, being adaptive of this urban
culture incorporates the complexities of our life styls. And this finds expression in the
spatial crpanisation and physical appearance.

¢ The concept of privacy has changed hut not disappeared. The raditional concept
of male and fermele domain has become almost obsolete. Urban pecple are now
more interested in having a semse of privacy than physical privacy. The spaces are
still orpanised inlo three zones but the relationship of spaces have changed. The
experience of single uninterrupied space which provides a wide and spacious
feeling is preferred. Thus living and dining ercas are ofien trealed as a continyous
spece. The bed rooms—as the most privale area of the house, are approached
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from the family spaces or, in its absenge, from the dimimg. The improved domeshic
technology has increased the elliciency of the sprvice areas.

In the rural vernacular, the indoor living space is inadequste and incomplete
without the court and it is the extension of (he Iving as well as achivity space. In
the urban context, from cultural peint of view, the cour is an additional space to
the living areas, which is more of a breathing space than an activity space. Still the
cours, if adopted may crcate an introvert environment. This can provide the
inhabitants a relief from the dense swrroundings. Thus, court along with the semi-
open spaces like terraces, verandas, act as an excellent psychological suppon to
the users which adds nature to the concrele.

The traditional imagery, though reflective of the tradition, yet is not commonly
used in the physical expression of the swdied residences. Visually, the recent
residences rather present a modem vocabulary, Use of exposed brick in intimate
scale in many of the houses gives a sense of belonging. At the same time, (he
exposed bricks speak for the hanesty in the expreasion of matenal nsed which is
an important facet of modemn architecrure. Thus, brick satsfies both the idea of

modern a3 well as repional architecrore.

B.5.2.Climatic Contenis

Light and ar, as the basic element of the climaste, remain basically
uncompromised. However, the concept of climatic zones does not work
practically in the demse wban context Iience, manipulation of the macre climale
has been emphasised.

Unlike the spaces of the mral or early wban houses, the spaces of the
contemporary housss lack thermal comfort and dependency to the mechanical
devices is common even though brrildings are designed 1o be naturally ventilated.

Coun serves an excellent modifier of climate in the urban context. Unlike the
traditional court, which is not suitable to cur climate bt has more of socielal
immportance, in wban context the situation is more or leas oppasite, The court
encovrages the rooms to be of single depth and allows cross venulation. It acts
like a chimney to the house es it drives the hot air up and helps in air replacement,
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In the dense urban situation, air Now i3 oflen obstructed, but we have ample Light
as a gifl of nature. There are instances (hat light if used as a design element, it can
make the house mysterious and interesting. Use of plants adds the touch of green

soothes and makes the environment pleasant.

8.5, Available Marerials and Technology

The studied examples have a positive response (0 the local resources. In most of
the houses, bocks are used both as souctural and partitton member, concrete as
the lintel, Noor and roofing material and wood as the window shurers, Together
these materials provides a sense of belonging. For houses more thar five storey,
frame structures are suitably used. Though there are varnous expensive imported
materials gvailable in the market, they are very sensitively and selectively used
and never dominates the Jocal materials. Technologically the coumry is far behind
the western world. The local technology with cheap labour 18 affordable in the

socio-economic context and hence, is carmied out intensely,

5.6 Conclusion

The case studies are analysed in this chapter with reference to (the determinants of

regional architecture. The issue is a subjective one and the result of the analysis is

abstract in nature. However, a close observation and comparison found thal twelve

difTerent houses have cornmon aspects which is the outcome of regional inflluences.

The binding similarities in the houses are compiled as substances, n the next chapter

discussions will be made 10 the light of the substances o conclude the smdy
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9.0 Conclusion

Residences accommodate simple functions but involves & design process that is very
intricale. It has 10 reflect the owner’s way of life, behaviour pattern, Laste etc. 1.e. the
constituents of the culture which has a very profound influence in a residence. House
being the most personalised instifution, the emotional involvement of the wnhabitants
play a very imponiant role. In the process of designing a house, other than providing
the shelter, in the subconscious mind of the designer arises certain questions-----the
are ¢f questians include his place, time, culture, climate and =s such, all of wloch
constitutes the context. These are the issves that make a mers shelter wnto a house. And
the experience can meke onc feel a sense of belonging to its place. Jn fumn the house

becomes a slatement of itx entire context.

It is inevilable that an abode designed for and inhabited by persons of late twentieth
century would differ from those of earhy nineleenth or late eighteenth century as the
context has changed at a geomeimic rate. The contemporary people is more exposed to
the global scenc and hence to other cultures. His mental built vp is far different from
his ancestor’s. His working hour, leiswre, vacation, family involvement, mode of
enterrainment, way of Lhinking, way of eating etc. has drastic dilference from that of
his forefathers. Bul difTerence in context does aot negate the wisdom of the encestors,
We can always leam from our past and transform this leamning into the present
context. The subtle existence of certain disposition in the mind of the contemporary
dwellers have their rools deeply embedded in the old days. Western technolopy could
not change cur sun, our moon, or our ain and alsa the western education could not
change the core passion of the heart Technology, by oflering cooling system has
added some comfort tv aflluent urbanites but it could not subshitate the thirst for
southern breeze in contemporary houses and stll, it is accommodated m houses where
the site and the opulence of the owner permils. Vertical living in many tires is possible
by wirtue of technological advencement and though it resiricted the closeness to the
earth but that could not wipe out the urge. The conmplexities of urban life style could
201 resist the urbanites, in his lersure howrs, to seat beneath the nocturnal sky or feel
the sofl light in the dawn. Courtyards and open terraces are the evidences in favoar of
it. But the economy plays the vilal role in this as in (he present context, a huilding is
cansidered as a commercial venture. There is a tendency of increasing the built area
and the nction behind this is the maximum utilisation of the available land wlhch is
both scarce and expensive. More floor areas are thought as direcily proportional to
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mare revenoe. This bas been resulted into messes of masses in the name of house
without bothering for breathing spaces and even for light and vemtilation. The overall
residences seldom have open spaces due to scarcity of land and ack of afTordabiliry.

In the case studies of selected residences i Dhaka, 1t 15 evident that a considerable
change has been taken place in the arena of domestic architecture. The sudied
structures are the examples of conscious and deliberate efforts by the architecrs
involved to eslablish architecrure of the land. These have signilicant architectural
imporiance unlike those built under the pressure of rapid whanisation. The examples
are analysed and their connections with the waditionel as well as early urban houses
are discussed. Each architect has different mental faculty, preferences and choices.
Yet, there are certain common aspects in their thoughts which are derived from their
consciousness about the comtext. These common aspects in their thoughts are nothing
but the regional contents meorporated in different degrees and qualilies. The regional
contents are the integral part of Lthe local houses but in the case stndies they are distingt
and well exploited. This distinctmess has made the selected buildings cansiderably
dilTerent From there neaghbouring houses. The case studies covers the dilferent ranges
of siles and houses that are commonty being constructed in the city—such as
duplexes, multistoried apertmemts as well as small flats. They are made with similar
materials, under (h¢ same sm ind under the simular urban complexities. Buat the
dehnsation of ideas elicited [rom the past experiences, the concerns about the heritage,
the awareness of the tradition —all have added a diflerem dimension inte the houses.
Comng out of the hmiltations of the ¢ty caniext, the conscious and deliberate effort
by the architects w0 use the regiomal contents positively has resulted into sclntons
which the city really needs in the present context,

The common pecple cannot percetve a space in drawings. They get attracted to those
by the apparent gel up and buys or built them. And it is the expericnee, through which
they realise that the house is not fulfilling his deep rooted desires. Once built, our
economy does not permit these houses to be rebuilt. Thus they may become the
burden of the owner as well as Lhe city, The houses selected as the cese studies are
onhy a few houses in comrary to the common scene. To ameliorate (he situation, the
mosl impoertant thing may be 1s wo ercaie the awareness of the people. The people need
to have more exposures w the good examples. And the architect should also ry
make them undersiand the differences other (hen to compromise with them, For it is

the architecis who have to bear the responsibility in the Jong tun as the creators of an
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undesired built environment. if it can be convinced that buildings sensilive to the
comext and Fulfl the requirements of Lhe sefting are equally revenue gencratng, there
are possibilines that both Lhe client group as well as the developers would be
interested to binld accordingly. It is only then that the architects will have the scope to

design on Lheir own in respect 1o the context,

ARfer two hundred years of colonial rules, only during last thirty years local architects
entersd in Lhe profession in this country. Afler independence, archiwects got new
inspirelion end being & developing country the scope of practice expanded to a large
exient. However, it scems the qualitative achievement is less signilicant in comparison
(o the quantity. 1t is not that the architec1s are unaware of their responsibilities bur
consiraint and complexities is determing the expected outputs The case studies are the
exemplary works which may shows a way to overcome the constraints, A successful
architecture incorporates both the abstract and concrete purposes. A definite guideline
for dealing with the abshact issues are detnmental to the creative endeavour. The
solulion is entirely vp to the individual aspirations, sensitivity end determination of the

architact,

Architecture, being the agent of change, has to open new doers, new aspirations for
the futre, The furure should not be built imitating the past. !t is lessons from the past
that should be transformed for Lhe presemt comext. The quest for the repional contents
in the contemporary restdences is only the beginning of a struggle for a better foture.

Conclusion § 3
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