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SYNOPSIS

Since houseform has its own language entaling multifarious socio-culural phenomena, a
study on houseform becomes a tool to decipher the mherent asie as wrll as pastiche of s
context. As Bengal has gone through different socio-political vicissitudes, its architecture
more specifically the houseform becomes an evident of it. Albeit the social changes, (here
remam certain elements in domestic archnecture that have perpetual meaning and identity.
Courtyard 15 one such element thal encompasses an area of multi-dtmensional significance In
urban context, the courts have become more enclosed and comstricted thzn ws nmal
counterparl With the change of physical comeext, changes are likely to occur also in he

cultural miliew, and vice veérsa

The late 19™ and early 20" cenmury in Bengal is marked by the vigorous social changes cansed
by educational, commercial and adminisrative policies under the colonial rule These also
brought changes in (he houseform. Many of the houses built dunng this period displayed &
spatial amangement around rmultiple number of courts. Most of these houses were located in
ihe traditional mixed-use mahalias, These multi-court houses when looked closely appeared to
have displayed a superficial European outlook in its facade but indigenous essence in its
spatial arrangement, The study unfolded the results of the contextual forces and the long
inheried tradition, reflective of the life style and values of (he inhabitants in (hese buildings.
The gutcome ultimalely led to the modemn context of the houseform with the symbolic values

of wadition remainng

The study and analyses thereof are based on literature review and field survey. The suney
documented thireen case studies, all multi-court houses within the study period 1 Old Dhaka.
The analyses of case studies are hased on the arrangement of spece, relaltonship between
different spaces, relationship between different courts and rooms etc. The relationship
explained in diagrams In a bid to search the context and study the social, enltural, political
and economic aspects of 1t systematcally, the study 15 segmented D nme chapters and
several sub-chapters. The mihel three chapters establishes the theory part and the tools of
gnalysis i.e the elements that define culture and society. This is followed by a discussion of
traditional houseform m Chapter Four as well as the uban houseform in Chapter Five A
comprehensive study in Chapter Six demonstrates the social, cultural, political and econome
patterns and nse of difTerent classes in the urban society of Bengal during the lale 19" and
early 20" century. The study in Chapler Seven 1s based on the enalys1s of multi-court houses.
The spatial analysis of multi-court houses in this chapter 15 based on the background study
and study of the context in previous chapters, and the findngs ffom the case studies that
identtfy the influence of traditional and contextual compements in the spalial grangement The
case siches, compiled in Chapter Eight describe the physical amangement of spaces
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Chapter One
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Context of the Study

Architecture, through ages, has been shaped by human need. Being a historic process,
it leads from the past to the creation of modern movement. Throughout tis passage,
it envisages a number of causes and strands of ideas. The Indian sub-continent, more
specifically Bengal, has been subjected (o different phases of transformations as a
result of socip-economic and political interventions, Thercfore, it exemplifies a
hybrid of styles and cultures. Moreover, tradition also playvs an important role in

formulating an acchitectural vocabulary of this region.

Dhaka, due to its centrality in the deltaic plains and proximity of waterways and land
communication, Aourished as the major city of this region, It served as the capital on
various occasions, starling from the Mughal at the begioning of the 17th century. Tt
continued (o be a place of significance regarding trade, education and culture. It
expenienced different culturil and political influences and interventions in the last
four centunies which have lefi their marks on the urban growth, settlement pattern and

house form.

With the process of economic regencration, the society as well as its architecture
underwent a rapid change. The opulent class invested their wealth in land or large
houses. Besides moderate scale permanent houses, the ficst generation urban houseas, a
good number of palanal living quarters - mansions and intricately decorated villas
were built during this era Anocther form of decp and narrow houses developed in
high density commercial area. These tock up European elerments imparted by the
rulers in their outlock, but the spatial arrangement largety conformed to that of the
indigenous society. Many of those houses were located in the then traditional mixed-

use mahallas, many slill survive against the wrath and neglect of all those decades.,

Among other archiectural cdifices, these houses are evident of the architectural trend
of that time - a monumental form expressing imperialism, huge floor area in the
interior, articulate details and superb craftsmanship, yet spaces in human scale and
familiar forms. Most of these houses conlain courtyards cither single or multiple in
number which exemplifies the irherent (raditional demand of life. Muny of them are
now either abandoned by original users or are 1n a dilapidated condition due to
misuse, disuse and neglect. Due to primarily socio-cconomic reasens, such houses are

no more buill and remain as the testament of the socio-celtural background of a




certain class of people in & cenain time of Bengal's history. They should be studied
in order to find the social influences that shaped the physical form, as well a3 a

pariicular patiern in spatial layout, which the present study is a part of.

The styles and transformations are evident specifically in the houseforms where socio-
economic dimension in architecture and users’ perspectives are very important.
Houseforms reflect the prevailing socio-economic and political sitmation. Thersfere,
with the change of the society, houseform which embodies the taste and desire of its
users also change. However, over the time, it retains some norms of spatial
arrangement and the use of seme elements remains deep-rooted. Court is one such
central element in traditional Bengali house-form which relained its role pervading
thousands of years, In almost all societiss, existence of court can be found, which may
fulfill different purposes in different contexts. In traditional Bengali houses, court
plays the multi-purpose role of a transitory space, a religious space, an entertainment
place, a c¢limate modifier and so on. Traditional rural courts have become more
enclosed and constricted in size in urban areas and assumed further roles of domain

dividers.

Urban houses have largely been formed with single identiftable court surrounded by
most other rooms. However, the large and long houses of lale 19th and ecarly 2MHh
century have been an exception which had multiple courls because of the size and
shape of the plot. The large houses with more than one courts are the product of a
certain period and class of people who became society elite by virtue of their wealth
and association. Houses huilt by them took up European elements imporied by the
rulers in their outer facade, but the spatial arrangement largely conformed o that of
the indigenous hovses. These houses were monumental in appearance, yet maintained
a human scale in spatial arrangement. They used (he courts to their Fallest advantage.
Multi-court houses were located in the then traditional mixed-use mahallas, many still
survive, many are now abandoned by original users and are in a dilapidated condition

due to the lack of proper maintenance.

1.2 Necessity and Scope of the Present Research

Sttech houses are not built anymore these days and have not properly studied from
architectural point of view. A few studies were done on Bengali urban house form;
none specifically focused either on multi-court houses or on the extended role of the
court. Limited studies by historians, sociologists and such other experts have been
done on the sociv-cultural, ecomomic and political situation of the particnlar period

when these houses were built. However, the link between the particular house-form



and their socio-cultural and economic context has never been established. Another
interesting phenomenon of these houses which has not been rescarched into is their
indigenous arrangement masked by an European appearance. Identifying these areas
of potential research, this study proposes to deal with the form of the multi-court
houses of Old Dhaka.

This study of the multi-count hovses bwilt during the late 19th and early 20th century
attempts to determine the form and spatial arrangement of residential buildings of
that period. It also establishes the link between the socio-cultural aspects and the
house form. Additionally, the study evaluates the role of court in traditional Bengali
houseform. All these findings would add to the existing knowledge on the subject,

and would provide the basis for further related smdies.

The above buildings deserve more attention and study, firstly as evidence of the
evolution of local architeciure and secondly as good archilecrural examples by their
own merit. Restoring buildings to their old use or adapting them to a new use are
preclices much negiccted in Bangladesh. A study on these splendid houses may form
a basis for funmther conservation activities which they deserve, It will alse help to
establish the contribution of socio-economic factors in the determination of house
form. Thus it would establish a socio-economic background as a process of evolution

and will contribute 1o the study of Bengali urban houss form

1.3 Objectives

The study aims o achieve the fﬂlk_}wing ohjectives,

a. To establish through study and analysis the form of multi-court houses of Old
Dhaka built during the lats 19th and early 20th century.

b. To study and analyze varicus roles that courts play in such houses.

C. To study the socio-cultural context of such houses and their influence on the

paricular form.

1.4 Methodology

The study and analysis of form is based on literature review, field survey and
documentation. Field survey primarily includes the identification and familiarization
with the areas causing multi-court houses and spot survey. Spot survey consists of
identification and selection of buildings with mom: than one courts built during the
late 15th and early 20th century, observation of different spaces in the house, spatial

armangement of court-houses and their use-pattern.



The study prepares drawings consisting of plans and seclions of some selected
buildings. It also makes sketches of the courts to show their scale and proponion and
the relationship with the surroundings. Representing the type the documentation is
done from both primary and secondary scurces. This attempts to establish the house

form and facters that led to multiple number of courts in a singie house.

The analysis of the socio-cultural context of multi-court houses inclodes z study of
Bengali urban society in the late 19th and early 20th century with particular refersnce
to Dhaka. This panl of the study analyzes socio-cultural, economic and political
context. It is based on published literaturs, acchive dociments, collections ete.
Relations between society and space, and the role of culhire in houseform has also

been studied from secondary sources.

1.5 Camposition of the Thesis

Different chapters are arranged in a bid to establish the result from different lindings.
Former chapters are based on established theories and concepts as to the sociery and
culture, and their relationship with houseform etc. Later it establishes the wraditional
types and styles of hovseform, the meanings of spaces, roles of counyard even in a
changed milien. Case studies are discussed in chapter eight which entails description
of the houses. These are associated with different floor plans, sketches of the couns
and diagrams showing the relationship between different spaces. On Lhe basis of these
description and studies, the analysis has been done in chapter seven. Chapter Seven
relates the socio-culmral aspects of molG-court houses with their subsequent physical
form. It deals with the findings from the cases and established norms of the wraditional

howses.,



Chapter Two

Relations Between Society and Space



Chapter Two
RELATIONS BETWEEN SOCIETY AND SPACE

2.1 Introduction

The social stracture reveals the social system which is based on the behaviour pattern,
way of interaction with cach other, ways of thinking etc. All these nen-physical
entities are incorporated in a physical boundary of space. Society, thersfore, as
exhibits the predominant role in the formation of ssttlement, also retains the
preponderance in the arrangement of space. In fact, the formulation of space and its
physical manipulaticn is a derivalive of social demand. The spatial layout convenes

both the physical and non-physical into a common identity.

2,2 Idea of a Society

Society can be defined as a group of people occupying a specilic locality who are
dependent on each other for survival and who share a common culture {Haviland,
1970, p.9). Society therefore, is an extended organization of interdependent groups
of people with the social structure expressed in terms of their attitude and behavior
pattern towards each other. Social formation is primarily conditioned by a group of
people in a common lecality with common interest and taste which is engendered by
the inleraction among them (Mojumnder & Hagque, 1996). Social interaction or lack of
it is primarily conditioned by whether there sxists an economic, pelitical or

ideological sphere of interest in common ameng the residents (Gehl, 1987).

2.3 Physical Dimension of a Society

Society within its own culture is divided into sub-cultures or social stratification. A
systermn of social stratification is seen as inhibiting social conflict between individuals
and groups as it sets some norms and goals within individual group and interlinks one
group with another with the social interest. According to some anthropologists social
mnequality is the price of social stability. Social stratification results from the unequal
distribution of goods and services within a society. The distinclion depends on the
culteral values, the organisation of production and the access and opportunity of

individnals and gronps to it within a society (Nanda, 1991, p. 321).

The two basic forms of social stratification are class and caste. In a class system, the
different strala {classes) are not seperated from one another. Social mobility is
possible in this system as an individual on his own attempt and interest can be uplifted

to an upper class. In contrast to this, a caste system 13 based on bidh. In othe words, it



is hereditary, where an individual of his pareats’ caste cannot move to another caste
{Nanda, 3991, p.312). Social mobility in the caste system is a group rather than an
individual efforl. A caste that has achieved a ceriain amount of economic success
might try to maise its prestige by adopting the customs of a highercaste group and
claiming a new rank itself (Nanda, 1991, p. 316). This attempt to be vplified is
evident in the class system even more than in the caste system. The commonly
identified toels in this regard are marriage, education, economic gain and imitation or
adoption of elsments. For the last tool, a specific culture supposedly influential is
laken to be ideal and ils elements both physical and non-physical penetrates through

immitalion inta the second culture,

2.4 Environment as a Modulator of Space

Space is experienced as the three dimensional extension of the world which iz around
us - the intervals, relationship and distance between people and people, people and
things and things and things, and space is at the heart of the built environment. Spatial
organization is, in fact, a more fundamental aspect of the designed environment than

shape, materials and the like {RapopaorT, 1977).

While space organisation does express meaning and has communicative and symbolic
properiies, meaning of space is frequently expressed through signs, malerials, colours,
forms, landscaping and the like - i.c. through the etkonic aspects of built enviranment
{Rapoport, 1977, p.11). Space organisation is therefere, the key element and the mest
nseful for comparing environments and rules of organisation. In fact, rules guiding
the environment are Lhe products of,

1. organization of time

2. organisation ¢f communication

3. meaning of space, and

4, organisation of space (Rapoport, 1977).

All these are systernalically related to culture. The first rule refers to large-scale
cognitive structuring of time such as linear flow vs, cyelic time, future orientation vs.
past orientation, how time is valued etc. The second relates to the human inierection
relating each other within the society. Meaning of space as mentioned earlier relates
more to the non-physical images whereas the organisation of space is the physical
putcome which is also a result of consequent environment. All man-made
environments are designed in the same sense that they ambody human decisions and

choices and specific ways of resolving many conflicts implicit in all decision making.
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Many apparantly mundane activities are the most important in their impact on the

built environment {Rzpoport, 1977).

Fig. 2.1 Levels of Environment { Rapoport, 1977, p 13)

The organization of environment is the result of the application of setz of rules which
reflect differing concepts of environmental guality. The image is composed on facts
and values. In fact, the symbolic object through value object and use object leads to
the concrete object which creates an environment. Image of environment is related
with perceplion which can be latent or manifested. Environmental perceplion involves
the present stimulus infromation, present context information as well as stored
stimolus infromation. The concept helps explain how a few basic activities,
cognigence and socic-cultural forces can result a pamicular solution for a particular
serling.

org. of time
Humsan decisions Man-made
culture org. of = . 'ﬁ
communication | | 218 Of $PAC® [T Fioices Environment
meaning
of space

Fig. 2.2 Formation of Man-Merde Environmeni {Author, afier Repoport, 1977}

What may be commonly termed style can be delined as a system of cosistant choices
based on the rules and culture of a groop. Design can be s2en as a choice process, a
process of selection and elimination from among a set of altematives. Both the
selection and elimination of altematives is based on the application of cerlain crieria
which may be explicit, but are commonly implicit and unstated, so that many
alternatives are never considered at all being as it were, eliminated through major
cultural constraints {Rapoport, 1977}. Perception of environment deals with how
information is gathered and obtained, cognition with how it is organised and
prefarsnce deals with how it is ranked and evaluarsd.



2.5 Society as a Modulalor of Space

Social structure and spatial sttucture, one abstract and ancther material entity are
rationally interrelated. But society can only have lawful relations 1o space if it already
possesses its own intrinsic spatial dimension. Likewise, space can only be lawfully
related to society if it can carry those social dimensions in its very form. The
interrelationship can be recognised in a way that society exists in space. But it does
more than simply exist in space. It lakes a definite spatial form in two senses. First if
arranges peaple in space that it locates them in relation to each other, with a greater
or lesser degree of aggregation and separation, engeadering patterns of meovements
and encounter that may be dense or sparse within or between different groupings.
Second, it arranges space itself by means of buildings, bounduries, paths, markers,
zones and so on. So that the physical milieu of that society also takes on a definite
pattern. in both senses a sociery acquires a definite and recognisable spatial order

{(Hillier & Hanson, 1990, p. 27).

Spatial order is one of the most striking means by which we recognize the existence
of the cultural differcnces between one social formation and another. That is,
dilferences in the ways in which members of thosz societies live out and reproduce
their social existence. In everyday life and language, the experience of spatial
formation is intrinsic, if we experience socisty m an unconscious way. About this

Hillier & Hanson {1990) say we read space and anticipate a lifesiyle.

Among peopls psychological, social and cultural chamctedstics are oflen expressed in
spatial terms as, for example, the seperation of various homogenous groups in
localities (Rapoport, 1977). From the past to the present, society plays the basic role
in the formation of a settflement. It was the core element in the form of setllemnent.
The primary need of shelter and its security and protection against wild nature
necessitated the primitive man to live in groups. This gave rise to the basic fabrication
or the idea of a society. The formation of groups are evident of different socisty and
culiure. Though the purpose of group formation was same all over the world, the way

men prolecied themselves and managed to be grouped together vaned.

The history of the Indian sub-continent, specially Bengal, indicates a growth pattem
in a society which is reciprocal and evident of social interaction. Even in the Yedic
period, villages were formed as collection of clustzr of huts which enhanced the secial
grouping and protection against the wild life of the surrounding forests. These huts

were arranged in 2 beshive pattern, some of them around a countyard. This cellection



of huts teveals Lthe inception of social grouping known as grama - a unit of society
and its physical form. Thus the form of a society took shape. Even in the present
days, the physical organization of villages of Hengal, barred the topographical
constraints resembles those of the Vedic villages to some extent. The society has
developed and consolidated through a process of trial and emror from generation to
generation to take a particular shape, but the basic image inherent in its culture

remains constant over the timae.

Also in the urban conlext, social formation guides its physical pattern. Under the
Mughal, when Dhaka became the capital city, the development took place along the
canals and rivers with constellation of some chawks and mahallas, Chawks were
identified as urban pockets of neighbourhood meeting places surrounded by clusters
of houses or shops. Mahallas were the clusiers of houses with and around the chawk
or along major commercial strests, Thus a linear street patlern either along with or
through specific mahallas was generated. This city, through its phases of development,

shows a growth and settlement pattern inflluenced by the societal generation.

2.6 Summary

Socizty is an organisation of groups of people unified by soms commen goals and
interest. Environment from its very basic behavioural level to the social level
moduiates the space. Space in turn is shaped by society. Society from its very
characteristics retains the basis in forming the space, where it physicatly exists. Space
ostansibly a physical entity conserves the social stmerure within it. This abstract force
is guided by the psychological and cultural norms to transform into a non-abstract

entity.

Therefore, 1o compleicly decipher the system of a sociaty it is important to have a
clear understanding of the cultural phenomena within it. The [ollowmg chapler deals
with the basics of culture to have a clear understanding of its implication on

houseform.
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Chapter 3
INFLUENCE OF SOCIO-CULTURAL ASPECTS ON HOUSE FORM

3.1 Introduction

House is considered to be the basic physical element in the formation of a society and
culture. On the other band, culture is the unequivocal language of mankind within
which his behaviour pattern, activities etc. are deeply engrossed. The specific
characteristics of a culture - the accepted ways of doing things, the socially
unaccepiable ways and the implicit ideals - need to be considered since they affect the
housing and settlement form {(Hapoport, 1969, p.47). Therefore, before analysing the
mtrinsic gqualities of houseform, it is ingvitable to identify 1he extent to which culfure
influences the consequent form. Added o it, a study is also necessary to comprehend

the specific forces that lie in culture to shape the houseform.

3.2 Delinition of a Culture

Ralph Linton in his bookThe Cuftural Background of Personaliny {(quoted from Ember
& Ember , 1994) refers to culture as the way of life of any sociery, not simply to those
pars of Lthis way which the society regards as higher or mere desirable. Thas he refects
the common belief about culture which refers only to playing music or involvement in
literature elc. as he says, every society has a culiure, no matter how simple this culture
may be, and every human being is cultured, in the sense of participating in some

culture or other. Cufture, then refers to innumerable aspects of life.

Some anthropelogists think of culture as the rules or ideas behind behavior. Most
anthropologists think of culture as including the leamed behaviors as well as the
beliefs, attitudes, values and ideals that are charactenstic of a panicular society ot
population (Ember & Ember, 1994, p. 161). Some delining components of culmree are

thal it is commonly shared and is leamned through a process.

A.2.1 Identity and Characler of a Culture

Some assumptions are frequently made about culture. First, culmre is generally
adaptive to the particular conditions of its physical and social environment. What may
be adaptive in one environment may not be adaptive in another. Different societies
may choose different means of adjusting. The customns of a society that enhance
survival and reproductive chances are adaptive and are likely to persist, This means
culture is context-specific puided by its adjustment with the physical environment as

well as the social environment.

10



Second, culiure is mostly integrated, in that the elements or traits that make up the
culture are mostly adjusted to or consistent with ane another (Ember & Ember, 1994,
p.172). An element in a culture, when in its existence, tries to be all threugh coherent
without creating maladaptivism. For example, when a culture maintains a codified rule
and the concept of privacy for its female, it must be replicated in its every form, in the
behaviour pattern of the people, their manners and attitude and even in the physical

form, 1.2. in the builiform.

Thind, culturz is subjected to change which may be an out come of adaptation and
adjustment. The impetus for change may come from within the society or from
outside the sociery. A strong existence of exwernal forces may expedite the change or it
can act by both of them. An external force, 1.e. an extenal cultare may instigate the
people in a definite cultural boundary to react or response to that. This in wrn creaws
an internal force making people change their own culture. In Fact, culture is changing

because of it's receptive quality.

A culture may tend to be intcgrated for psychological reasons. The traits of a culture -
athitudes, values, ideals, and roles for behavior - are stored, afier all, in the brains of
individuals. Research in social psychology snggests that people tend o modify beliefs
or behaviors that are not cognitively or conceptually consistent with other information.
Consistency or integration of culture traits may also be produced by less conscious
psychological processes (Ember & Ember, 1994, p. 170}, Again, just as the culture
represents an ammay of adjustment to the physical environment and to the biclogical
demands, 1t may also represent an adjustment to the social environment. Ember &
Ember (1994) remark that a given costom represents one soctety’s adeptation to its
environment; it dees not represent all possible adaptations. Different societies may

choose different means and degrees of adjusting to the same sitvation.

Besides adaptation, another criterion lies in culture which the anthropologists identify
as diffusion. A sociely may acquire new cultural elements from another society. The
process by which cultural elements are borrowed from another society and
incorporated into the culmre of the recipient group is called diffusion. Several patterns
of diffusion may be identified; e.g. diffusion by direct contact, in which elements of a
culturs ars first taken up by neighbouring societies and then gradually spread farther
and facther afield; diffusion by intermediate contact, in which third parties , frequently
traders, carry a cultural trait from the society originating it to another group; and
stimulus diffusion, in which knowledge of 2 trait belonging to another culture
stimulates the invention ¢or development of a local equivalent {(Ember & Ember, 1994,
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p. 466). According to Ember & Ember, cultral diffusion is a selective and gradual
process, not an automatic one. A society accepting an alien cultural trait is likely to
adapt it in a way that effectively harmonises it with the society’s own culture and
tradition. He further cites the selective acceptance by the Muslims where the diffusion
or acceplance depends on the compatibility with the Quoran. The practices of
drinking, gambling etc. prohibited in Quoran usually cease to get diffused into

Muslim coltures.

3.2.2 Differeni Components of Culture

Ecology

X

Sacializati Nutrition Gene Pool
Culture oclazaton & Disease P

| /

Individual Development

1. Percepmal skill
2. Personality chamcleristics

3. Response to change

Fig. 3.1 Individual Development in its Relationship 1o Ecological Factors {Source: Nanda, 1991, p
g9

Fig. 3.1 illustrates the relationship between ecology, culture, socialization and
individval perceptoal and cognitive skills. It suggests that the environment is the basic
facter in hvman existence, Culture and child rearing practices (socialisation) are ways
in which human adapt their environment. The relationship between the environment
and cultuge are not one way. Though environment affects cullure, yet culture is
reciprocally strong to act on the environment. The ways in which men live all have an
impact on nature {Nanda, 1991, p.162}.

An economic system is the part of a socio-cultural system that deals with the
production, distribution and consumption of goods and services within & particular
society. It deals with the relationship of things to people and within the people one
another in the process of producing, distributing and consuming goods. One
interrelationship between economy and culture is that the later defines or shapes the
ends songht by individuals and the means of achieving those ends. Society and

economy are interdependent in many other ways too. The ways in which production is
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organised have consequences for many social institutions like the family, (pessession,
obedience etc.) and for the political system. Conversely different types of pelitical
systems have effects on the modes of production and distribution of goeds. In the pre-
industrial societies and among the peasants, it is often difficult to separate the
sconomic system from the test of cuolture where it is the primary regulater of the
society. Economy is embedded in the total social process, cultural pattern and all other
spheres of life (Nanda, 1991, p.197).

3.3 Society and Culture as a Modulator of Physical Form

Culture and its environment is reciprocal. Culral scology seeks to understand this
relationship so as to realise how a particular culture wrait may be adaplive in s
envirpnment. A paricular culture trait in an environment becomes adaptive only when
it becomes coherent with the prerequisites for survival. Environment, both social and
physical, affects the development of culture traits as individuals and group behave
differcntly in different situations resulting into different degrees of success for survival
{(Ember & Ember, 1994, p.183).

The influsnes of cuitural traits on a society’s physical fonmn is not incomprehensible.
Since a society and its members respond according to their own culturs, their
snbsequent bebaviour is expressed in its physical environment. For example, a society
with liberal thoughts and ideas, with a less restricted concept about privacy may
arrange its physical form with mere demareation of space. On the other hand, a more
codified society may exhibit distinctly defined spaces for individval purposes without

tntermpting each other.

3.4 Concept of a House

House or dwelling is a concept of both activities like living and residing and a place or
structure to contain such activities. Thus it encompasses the manifold cultural and
material aspects of domestic habitation. Though a houss commonly tmpliss the basic
desire for a protective enclosure, it contains the mullifarious aclivities of life which go

beyond a mere physical connotation of house.

The house is an institution, not just a structore, created for a complex set of purposes.
Building a house is a cultural phenomenon, its form and organization are greatly
influenced by the culurdl milien (Rapopor, 1969, p.46). The provision of a shelter is
a passive or secondary function of a house. The main purpose of it is to create an

environment best suvited to the way of life of the people. Thus a house can be

13



considered as a social unit of space contributing to the formation of the society and
the neighbourhood. For, a single house consista of a family, cluster of houses creates a
group or community, a number of clusters create a larger community, In fact building
a community is the first step towards the burgeoning of a society. Therefore, a larger
community may be identified with its social entity which is created through similar
value factors to bind the society members. The inception of generating these factors
within sach member starts from the house. It creates the basic conception and
identification of a particitlar society. Therefore, from the point of view both physical

and non-physical, house is the basic social unit of space.

House form is the result of a continuous process of trial and error, adjustment and
adaptation. This process leads to a particular shape and form to be accepred and used
by the society while rejecting others. House-forms are remodeled, adapted and theic
survival uplo the present becomes a record of responsiveness Lo altering life styles and
societies in change (Oliver, 1987). In many cases the dwelling is not permanent, the
structure is dismantled or dempolished to be reasscmbled on a different site but in the
similar form. In such cases it is the idea of the house form that persists, expressed in
the continvity of form, layout, structure and use. Therefore, the concept of a house 15

perpetual that satisfies the socio-coltural and physical needs of a paricular society.

There are many other factors that can affect the nature of house such as the availabilicy
of certain materials, knowledge of building construction, varying kinds of climate,
topography, orentation etc. But all these extemal forces are mingled with the mherent
demand of the society. In fact, it is culture and society which modifies the environment
and consequent form. Rapoport (1969} draws clear evidence that neither climate or
economy nor the availability of material guide the major character of a house form. In
the similar climatic condition, there develop different palterns of houses as s the case
with Gresce, where both the court form and Megaron form were found (Rapoport,
1969, p.19). Economy has also the same degree of influence on houseform. In
Annam, as soon as a peasant has money, he builds a beautiful house which is
economically beyond his reach (Rapoport, 1969, p. 34). The factor that instigates him
15 his attitude towarnds building a house, not his economic condition. Albeit, these
factors have inlluence on honseform which is indirect. In fact the influences lie in the
way in which these factors affect the culture. Thercfore, the physical forees are
basically the modifier of houseform, whereas the socio-cultural forces are modulator
having direct influgnce on houseform.
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1.4.1 Socio-Cultural Forces on House Form

Gottfried Semper was probably the first to demonstrate the study of social
relationships as a methedology in architectural investigation. He in his arlicle The Four
Elements of Architecture infers that the evolntion of human settlements took place
around four basic elements - the hganh, the roof, the enclosure and the mound. These
clements, while remaining the determinants have changed in their relative
arrangements according to ke type of human societies, influence of climate, natural

surmoundings and social zet up.

Among these, hearth is the strongest unifying element around which people assembled
first. A religious concept also developed centering this. All these led to a social
phenemencn, a formation of social life. Around the hearth the first groups assembled;
around it the first alliances formed; around it the first rude religious concepls were put
into the custems of a cult. Throughout all phases of society the heanth formed that
sacred focus around which the whole took order and shape. Thus it represeats the
basic social nucleus what Gotifried Semper calls - a germ of civilization. Semper also
emphasises that this is also a moral element of architecrure, and around this the other
three elements were grouped. In his manner of investigation, the beginning is a non-
spatial, social-significance-bestowing component, from which architecmrzl elements

stem logically.

semper ultirpately concludes the culmination of the above into an architectural form -
a houwse. Rapoport (1969) also has a similar notion as to him house ix an institution
which possesses a complex set of purposes both sociaily and physically. Therefore, the
form of a house is not the reselt of physical factors or any such other single facter. It
i3 the conseguence of a whole range of socio-cultural factors seen in their broadest
terms. Each culture has different expectations of its dwellings, and makes demand
accordingly on them. These expectations and demands are related to its social
structure and to the ways in which its members organize their daily lives, So the
interual plans of dwellings and their space use can be indicative of dissimilar value
systems (Oliver, 1987, p.128).

The spatial environment of a house is the result of many socio-culmral forces. Such
forces include:

« family and ¢lan structore

* social organization

* way of gaining a livelihood

* social relations between Individuals
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» religious beliefs etc.

Houseform is greatly influenced by the pattern of the family. The nec-local residence
where only a single family resides is different from the spatial requirements to that of a
patrio-local residence (where son’s family lives with their parents). More to say, a joint
type extended family must have a different set vp of spatial arrangement from that of
a nuclear family. In Bangladesh, the well oft families mostly m the rural set up support
the joint family patwern where extension of family physically takes place through the

addition of rooms and conris,

Houses in villages and towns express the fact thal societies share some generally
accepled norms, goals and values. The form of primitive and vemacular houses are less
the result of individval desires than of the aims and desire of vnified group for an
ideal environment. Social relation between individuals identifies the type of house,
either restricted or epen. A common neighbourhood society develops the patern of
interaction among them, which is enhanced in the form of houses; for a passive
interaction, seeing, it demands houses to be vizible from one another having openings
face to face; or for a direct interaction, chatting or gossiping, commeon spaces between
buildings are mevitable. Houseferm is, again reflective of the relative position and
relationship among the family members as Rapoport mentions the relative position of
women in the family to be one of the importanl factors. This is also relawed with
privacy, which is another factor penerating a particular pattern or form. In Egypt, men
and women always maintain a seperation, for the rch it is exhibited in the separate
houses, for the poor it is the seperation of comers in the same room. Moreover, in the
Islamic culture, the high degree of privacy (purdah} for the women necessilates the

harem, or women's area.

Religion affects the form, plan spatial arrangements and grieniation of the house, and
may be the influence which leads to the different shape of the house. For example, in
Africa the distribution of round and rectangular houses is related o the distribution of
religion; among the Zulu, round houses are found where orientation is unimporant in
the religious ideology. In contrast to this the houses of Trano of Madagascar is
oriented through strict axes and astronomical rules (Rapoport, 1969, p. 41).
Traditional Nepalese houses bear a strong evidence of religious mfluence. From the
religious point of view, the Kitchen 1s the most sacred part of the house and is locared

on the wpmost floor of the house above which no furlher addition of floor is allowed.

In general, members of a particular family have both the capacity and desire to shape

their own environment and to relate it to other members of the society. They
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traditionally own the adaptability, competence and sensibility to build their houses wilh
regard to land, climate, necessity and resources available. Embodying the values and
needs that are special w them, they have built houses in ways that have often achieved,
in their integrity and authenticity, beauty of form and harmony of design (Oliver,
1990, p. 11}

3.4.2 Physical Forces on Houseform

Form in turn is also influenced or modified by physical factors like, Lopography,
climale, availability of material, methods of construction and technology, economy etc.
But all these are elements to modify the social forces to affect the housefprm. These

forces thus indirectly infloence the houseform.

Topography detarmines the variation it houseform which is exemplified in the houses
of plain land and hilly region. There lies more a functional requirement relating to the

question of survival in a particular environment.

Climate modulaies the houses in different region; the impact of ¢climate depends on its
forcefulness and severity. Wide range of climatic variation shows strong difference
between houseforms. The most common examples are the Igloo of North Amecrica,
mud and stone houses on the desert areas and the humid tropics with their solution of
raised MNoor, wide eaves etc. (Rapoport, 1969, p.85). Moreover, it guides the

onentaton, structure, spatial layout and maierial best snited to it

Availability of material is a very common factor to guide the form. This also refates to
the construction technique. This is evident in the Igloos, or the houses of African
Bushman. In fact for every context, it can be concluded that a particular form despite

its spatial arrangement expresses the local mateoal in its disposition.

The force of economy on houseform is needless to say as it is obvions in every
cullure. It has always been observed that the same culre adopts different norms doe
to its change in economic condition. 1t affects the availability of material, concept of
privacy in its physical layout. As discussed earlier about the Egyptian house, the

difference in houseform between rich and poor is clear.

3.5 Defining Elements of a Courl

Courtyard in a house can be defined as a central open to sky space in a house around

which rooms are arranged and many domestic activities take place. Being the focus of
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the spatial arangement, it encompasses all social and household activities. A cour,
therefore, has multifartous purposes, physically it creales a common open to sky space
among the covered habitable spaces and activities and provides environmental comlon
within it. Socially it also plays the central role engendering the interactions and social
activities. Courts are visible in many cullures in many forms. Even in the past,

gettlement of the primitive men took shape around the cour.

Functional role of courtyard may vary from culture to culture. In some cultures, it is a
very active place incorparating all household activities. In some other context, court
may hold a lower degree of activities within it. Its environmental role also changes
from climate to climale. Some ¢limate adopts court as a thermal modifier, some may
stress on lighting or ventilation advantages. Whatever the degree of utility or usability
is, it is needless to underscore the tremendous impact it creates on the society and

culture,

3.6 Summary

The basic characteristics of culture provides us with some rational guidelines for the
search of a houseform. Since a house does not represent only the purpose of shelter,
many cultural aspects are embedded in it. Two distinct forces guide in formulating the
house, one the socio-cultural or the abstract and another the physical or non-abstract.
Of them, the physical forces are secondary as they are modulated by the socio-cultural
forces. Therefore, in the formation of a house, the abstract entity is pre-dominant. A
thorough study of traditional houseform in the following chapter cxplicates this rules

of forces.
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Chapter Four
TRADITIONAL BENGALT HOUSE

4.1 Introduction

Those aspects of cultival bekavigur, cusiom ritnal, or use of artifacts which have been
inherited from former generations are considered to be wraditional. A traditional
sociery is one which depends on the authority of its traditions to affirm present
thought and actions (Oliver, 1997).

Domestic space is a direct outcome of activities associated with culturally defined
norms and codes. In Bengal, both the rural and urban houses are reflective of these
cultural norms. More specifically, the mural houseform is a direct interpretation of
socio-cultural demands. The form can also be considered as the social unit of space.
Any particular settlement pattern is evolved from the grouping of such social units.
Therefore, houseforms and Lheir grouping reveal the generation of a society. The
traditional rural settlement sets the precedence of urban locality. Therefore, it is
important to have an understanding of the traditional way of living of the rural

people.

4.2 Aspecls of Houseform
4.2.1 Spatial Arrangement

The mural society of Bangladesh lives prmarily on agriculture which shapes their way
of life and outlook. Rural settlement and built forms are influenced by the proximity
to agricultural land and riverine commumication. Sattlements are formed like islands
on ¢levated lands in the middle of the agricultural fields. Since most of the rural areas
are located in Nlood-prone zones, the domestic land has to be elevated above the flood
plains. This also demarcaies the homesicad boundary within the main agricultoral
land. This elevated land for retaining the house is traditionally known as vita,
meaning the plinth or better compared with & podium for containing the total
structure of the houssform. Usually large excavation is done around the vita for its
formation, which also creates ponds like depressions. Later, these depressions are
imcorporated with the total set up of the house,

A mral heuse is basically a collection of huts around an inner courtyard ot uthan.
The courlyard is bath the focus of the spatial arrangement with domestic activities and
family life. Therefore, the coun remains largely in the private domain. Being an inner

open space, the courtyard is connected with other activity spaces like the outside
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formal space (public domain), backyards for cattle and ponds etc. The built-forms are
loosely spaced, usually single room opening on the court. Among them the outhouse

ot Baithak khana/Bangia ghar is the only accessible from outside.

The access corridor, usually indirect for pﬁvac;-,: reason, leads to the inner courl. On
the othar hand, sccess for the male and outsiders is through the bangla ghar. Thus
bangla ghar and the outer courtyard remains in the formal and public domain. The
inner courtyard serves the private and family purposes incerporating rooms for
residing and other regular house-hold activity spaces. With the expansion of the

family and an increase in the requirements of household more strucrtures are added

around the courl.
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Fig. 4.1 Layout of a Typical Rural Houge { Source: Imamoddin, 1984, p. 2,117

Thus basic arrangement of 2 Bengali house is based on inner and outer division of
space. In the outer domain, there is a yard or ouler court fronting the bangle ghar or
baithak khana, katchari ghar (dawing rcom and office room), an outer pond, Loilet
for male and caule shed. The bangly ghar is placed on the extemal periphery,
sgperated from the house-core indicative of the need of privacy of the inner rocoms
{(Ghosh, 1988, p. 81). Sometimes there is also a small room in the comer of the outer
court used as a guest accommodation or as a smdy for children. Haq (1994, p. 65)
draws a detailed sketch of the katchari ghar comparing it with the western sense of
reception structure where there are furniture like benches, chairs and sometimes a

wooden chouki.
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The inner court is surrounded by individual rooms or huts for living with a verandah
opening towards the court, [t also incorporates the kitchen beyond which there may
be an inner pond, a well or tube-well and toilet for female. Larger househelds may
have a separate hut for grain and other sterage. In all cases both male and female,
toilets are distantly located. In a Hindu house there is usually another hot around the

inner coun for housing the deity and a tulshi mandap which is open to sky.

The owner’s hot is given the best and the most important location which is usually a
northern structure facing the south. In some cases, two rooms on one side are made
with a larger courtyard. The house form i3 sometimes extended through addition of
smaller couryands centering some other huts. The larger the family, the larger the
size of the courtyard and more the number is. Wealth of the owner is another
imporant factor influencing Lhe number of huts in a hemestead. If a homestead has a
large number of huts then there may be more courtyards or a bigger one (Mallick,
1987, p. 21, 22).

4.2.2 Form, Malterial and Structure

The Bengali huls are rectanguolar in shape with & pitched roof. The most common
shape is termed as Bangla chala: dedved from the use of moling material. A bent,
curvilinear roof with projecting eaves is created due to the character of bamboo from
which it is constructed. This 1s covered with non-durable materials like hay, golpata
etc. The form ultimately looks like “an vptumed boat’ (Haq, 1994, p. 62). This shape
of this bangla chala bas been replicated in many builtforms with a permanent
material. Andreas Yolwahsen identilies it as a rype of rogf which gave the impression
that all its planes were curved. The ridges and the eaves were upturned; afso the
bamboo rafters placed perpendicular to the ridge were curved (quoted from Haq,

1994).

Howsver, the roof consists of two or four pitched plains. According to the capability
of the households, its walls arc made with jute straw, mud, bamboo, wood or C. I, sheet
plain or cormugated. Floors with brick or mud, roof with straw, hemp, golpata or metal
sheets. The entire layout is very loosely spaced and spomtaneously merged with the
landscape such as ponds, trees on the boundaries and the huts. The technical
knowledge for making a structure requires only the basic knowledge of post and
lintel system. This is whal Haq (1994) states as the accumulated wisdom which brings
the real beauty of a structure, He has rightly remarked sbout the planning process

which is natural and reflsctive of the rural way of Life.
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4.3 Socio-Physical Arrangement of Space

The traditional house form is 2 culmination of & process which is generated fram the
life-style of people. The form, character and meaning of a waditional house design
are transmitled from generation to generation which set forth certain rules of
organisation and patern (Imamuddin, 1982}, Creating a platform or mound to retain
the house form is ostensibly an expression of functional requirement as to protect
against flood. But inadvencnty it sets forth some social norms. The platform qualifies
a sense of place and identifies the owner's place within the socisty (Hag, 1952,
p-113).

Basically a mural house is divided into front and back. The division sometimes is based
upon the notion of the privacy of spaces; sometimes function, climate and orientation
also influence the notion. Whatever the catalyst is, cultural demand plays the vilal role

since outer house and inner house refers to the public and private pant of the house.

The main access to the house is near the Bangla ghar. In fact, Bangla ghar is for
recelving and entenaining the outsiders and becomes a formal entry, The location of
the infermal entry is interesting as it leads inside indirectly enhancing the povacy of
the inner parl. A strong resemblance is found with its arrangement and sequence to
those in the vedic huts (Brown, 1972}, The spatial arrangement for access to the vedic
huts were indirect which is still found in the traditional rural houses. The main access

is located at the outer part or in the road front irrespective of their climate location.

semi-private

Of apen

Fig. 4.2 Transition of Space within the House

The spatial progression is revealed in two ways. First, the progression from outside to
the inner pan. This stans from the sirect which through the outhouse leads to the
inngr court, This exhibils a sequential arrangement from public through semi-public
to Lhe private domain. The second refers to the inner part where transition of space is
found from an open to sky courtyard to a covered room. Veranda plays the role of

transition space being a semi-open space. Within the privale domain, this sequence
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also express the transition from a less private space {coum) to a private space (room)

where transition space of veranda remains as semi-private.

Being a private space, the inner house plays the role of the infermal part of the honse.
Mereover, a strong demarcation between male and female domain can be felt in a
Bengali house. Thus division aets like a secio-cultural code or custom which confines
female within the boundaries of the house. The privacy rule apply not te the family

and non-family, rather it is applied on male and female distinction {Imamuddin,
1982).

Religious beliefs also exert influence in certain aspects of the house form. Muslim
house structures are normally laid out following the cardinal direction of the Quibla
{i.e. the Kaaba) for prayer. This direction also determines the orientation of slesping
and location of toilet facilities (Mubktadir & Hassan, 1985},

Since women are confined in the inner part of the house, all female dominated
household activities like child caring, cooking are taken place in that part. The inner
couryard retains all social activities including social interaction among the female
members of different families. Hag {1992, p. 65) dcscrbes the courtyard in an
interesting way where he draws the picture of an olilitadan and multi-used space.
Under the open sky, every bit af uthan is usable space. The quadrant has many
purposes; it is the place to dry clothes or crops, a play arena for children, a location
for elders to converse, an arena for story telling or musical events, and a site for
ceremonies marking birth, marriage or death. ft i3 also the ring where petty family
guarrels ocewrs and where there solution s arbitrated. The cenfral courtyard is the

element which successfully establishes and enriches human relotionship,
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Fig. 4.3 Coneept of Amangement of Spaces around a Court
Therefore, from the socio—cultural and behavieral pattern, the courtyard becomes the

center of the spatial arrangement containing the inmer core of the honse. The inner
core becomes a highly protected and revered space. Thus the concept of privacy is
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interpreled into its physical demand which is embodied in a courtyard relating to
necessary activity spaces. The filtration of space is also goided by the degree of

privacy needed.

4.4 Social Meaning of Space

The social meaning and relative positicn of activity spaces in a lraditional Bengali
rural house remained constant aver the time. The house comsists of the members of an
extended family living together. The traditionally known house or ‘bari’ is more a
social enlity than a physical one, Bari delineates the idea of a joint family whereas the
individual huts represent separate households, Therefore, the vita becomes the social
identity not only of the builder, but also of his clan. Therefore the inheritors prefer (o

cling to their forefather's vita even if they have the means of making another one.

The rural houseform has taken a paricular shape through a continuous process of
adjustment {Rapoport, 1969). This process took many generations to set some
particular pattern or image of arrangement which is an unconscious process
{Alexander, 1864). Therefore, the armangement of huts around the central countyard
implics a deep-rooted social meaning. It acts as a strong unifying element among the

members, creating a common platform for their all socio-cultural interactions.

Besides these, the spaces are the oulcome of some cultural notions such as, privacy,
distinction between male and female, religious beliefs, formal and informal

interactions etc. which are described in the following sub-sectors.

4.4.1 Conceptual Image

The concept of a traditional Bengali house lies in the age-old picure of a storehouse
Jull of rice, a pond full of fish, and a house full of relatives. This gives a simple and
¢lear approach of life. Hag (1994, p. 64) found this simple atlitede of people towards
life to be associated with an agricnlture based society with their religious
conscionsness and peace-loving nature. All of rhese lead to a specific type of

architectural layout.

Concepmally *bari” is a social entity containing a sense of belonging. Therefore, a
member of the family always have a poignancy for his *bari’. No matter whether he
lives abroad for job or livelihood or for any other matter, his conceptual image always
intfluence him in building his surroundings. Therefore, a house becomes a part of his

image building process. This is later reflected in the urban house form where the
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urbanites migrated from the rural area shaped their environment according to the

long established images of traditional house.

The basic conceptual image of a house is very much associated with the concept of
domain, which is primarily based on privacy and distinction between male and female
area. Imamuddin (1934} memphorically considers the ouwer house as the front stage,
a window towards the society. Where from the communicalion is being made with the
rest of the world, This is also a medium of presenting oneself to the others of one’s
wealth, prestige or anstocracy. On the other hand, whatever the households want to
preserve, protect or guard from the world outside become & part of the back stage or

inner house,

The distinction of zoning is also guided by attitude and activity pattern. Physically,
the inner activities ars centered around the Kitchen. Female members are basically
engaged in cooking, preparing for it and other related activities. Thus it can be
inferred that chufa or kitchen js the physical interpretation of a social nucleus. In
fact, people using the same chula is considered to be a single household. Thus a
family is primarily generated from around it which later forms part of the greaier
community and then the locality. Here we find a concepmal resemblance with
Semper’s version as he says the hearth to be - a germ of civilization around which the
society is formed (Hague, 1997, p. 217, see Fig. 4.3),

4.4.2 Concept of Domain

The activity zones are not always delingated in terms of physical boundary. Rather, it
is expressed through the behaviour pattern of the users and their attitude towards the
use and maintenance of space. Muktadir and Hassan (1985) retain the thought that
the role of climate in shaping the traditional house form in rural Bangladesh appears
10 be less deterministic compared to such other [actors as the culture, social codes,

customs and norms.

The front and back of a house is an outcome of both climatic and physical influence.
The direction of main access to the hounse i1s the physical front and direction of
summer wind is the climatic front (Imamuddin, 1982, p. 29). When both physical and
climatic fronts coincides, the orientation is considered to be the best, An adage
(Khaner bachan) goes like this,

South facing is king of rooms, East is its vassal,

West meets the wretched ones, North is belintle. (Hag, 1994, p.&4),
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Whatsver the influence or reasons are for determining the orientation, the conceptual
image remains the vital aspect as these many aspects may not always coincide.
Therefore the location of domains remains important in relation to their activities. For
example, a Bangla ghar is always locatad at the front of the house to have the
accessibility from the main road to make it more public or open. This location takes
place imrespective of the climatic consideration. But in locating services, specially the

toilets, climatic aspect is of prime consideration.

Muktadir and Hassan {1985) categonzes the functions which organises the house as:
i. family function perlaining to the family itself such as sleeping, cooking, eating etc.
ii. formal Ffunction perlaining to the family in a way as it reacts with the larper

community, such as socializing and receiving visitors.

gram (village) 400-800
persons

'para’ {neighbourhood gronp}
§00-200 persons
‘paribar’ (lincage) 50-150

bari' (homestead) 20-30
, persons

|
‘chula’, khana, ghar (household) 5-6 persons

Fig. 4.4 Hearth (Chula) in the Court to Generate the Social Structure (Souree; Khan, 1982, p. 6.7)

According to this categorisation, a house is divided into inner and outer parts. Again
the culurally defined codes and customs identify them as two domains namely male
and female respectively. These are also identified in terms of their degree of privacy,
admittance of outsiders, behavior pattern etc. Oueer and innet house therefore, refers
to the distinetion made by activities as formal and informal. Activities may vary from
mademn set up to & very primitive one. Traditional taste and preferences find
expression in the inner house whereas the outer house is more formal to deal with the

outsiders. It is also mingled with the traditional concept of privacy.

House can slso be divided according to the spaces of different zctivity patterns or
services, Clean and dirty zones are one such division. Dirty areas are those where
functions of cleaning takes place. Tt includes toilets, bath room, all types of washing
area; the kitchen and its associated spaces are also included within this zone. The
other household spaces are considered to be within the clean zone. This zoning to
some extent is based on dry and wet area. Moreover the conceptual attitude towards

the use and maintenance of different spaces dominates the idea of this seperation. A
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kitchen, for example, is cleaned more times than the living or other rooms, yet it is
thought to be within the diny zone {Imamuddin, 1984, p. 2.26).

4.4.3 Privacy in Bengali House

Concept of privacy in Bengali house is synonymeus with male and female domain.
The socio-cultural norms and customs creates a strict segregation between male and
femnale rather than family and non-family. These norms and values conflines female
members within the boundaries of the house which is termed as private pan or female
dormnain. All housshold activities ars taken place in the private zone where admittance
of the male specially the cutsiders is restricted. Even for the male members of the
family, the private zone is not always freely accessible. Conceptually men are seent as
strangers ay far as household activities are concerned (Imamuddin, 1982) This is
because of their (male) role in the housshold activities which is insignificant in
comparison with the role of female. Male members play a passive role in the family
activities. On the other hand, their major responsibility lies in maintaining
communication between the outler world and the inner or private part of the house.
Male govemns the family members in iemns of decision making, monitory aspects and
other formal activities. Therefore, their association with the private zone of the house

becomes regulated, formal and sometimes occasional.

4

conceptual
bairier

Fig. 4.5 Conceptual Zoning of a2 Bengali House

Moreover, the raditional custom is to receive the male and female guesis in separate
parts of the house, usually not together. The female guests are allowed within the
inner part or privaie domain of the house. The female zone is conceived as the most
sacred part of the house being a highly prestigious or honored temitory. Privacy in a
house with respect to male and female is maintained in different ways. In addition to
the physical seperation of the two domains, it is also guided by the behaviour patiern,
attitude towards person and space, time zoning, preferential admittance, special
occasions etc. Therefore, the threshold of privacy, being a result of the above

mentioned factors becomes Ffexible.
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Ceonventional location of Bipolar zones of a
consolidated house in an ideal site where both the

climatic and physical front coincide

Fig. 4.6 Location of Bipilar Zones (Source: Imamuddin, 1982, p.2 2%)
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This organisational model have bezn derived
from the study of functional separations typical

with the design of walk-up apartments of

existing cour housing in Dhaka

—

Fig. 47Crganisational Model of Contemporary Bengall House (Source: [mamuddin, 1982, p. 2.30)
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4.5 Sumnmr.;q.r

Traditional house in a society is a result of accumulated knowledge descended from
generation lo generation. The rural houses of Bengal with all its physical components
retaing some strong non-physical components which are the basics of its formation.
The chapter identified different components ineluding physical and non-physical
zones and values regarding a traditional house. This in turn would help to establish
the formation of urban house. Though uvrban life is appamcntly different and
heterogeneous, there are cerain aspects which do not change whether it is in rural or
urban areas. Large scale urbanisation is a continuous phenomena of Bengal where
people are migrating from rural to urban areas. Therefore, on way to analysing the
urban houseform in the next chapter its background and origin of settlement which is

essentially rural, had to be studied.
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Urban Houseform



Chapter Five
URBAN HOUSEFORM

5.1 Introduction

Urbanization has strongly influenced the domestic architecture. In other words, house
form in urban context is an cutcome of transformed socie-cultural backgrounds and
changing values adapted into the physical restnctions (Imamuddin, 1982, p. 2.9}, The
transforming life-style as 2 result of migration from rural to urban areas is a
cansequence of factors initiating changes; these are technical and infra-structural
changes of the urban cenires and urban facilities, change due to the occupatien and
livelihood of the inhabitants, changing pattern of economy etc. All these forces
influence the urbaa socio-cultural scemano which is basically of rural origin.
Therefore, urban houseformn in the changed milieu is explicative of the newly
developed forces both external and internal. The houseform commiserates the socio-
cultural changes in urban context with the symbolwc value or images engrossed in

cocupant’s mental map.

5.2 Development of Urban Morphology

Urban growth in Dhaka has been found to have strong relationship with walerways.
From the pre-Mughal era, the city expanded across the canals and rivers. This
activated the city's trade, economy and consequently the urban growth, Even the
man-rade canals have played an important role for transperiation of man and goods.
Many of these canals thus influenced the socio-ecomomic and cultural life; histoncal
events are also associated with these canals {(Hahman et.al, ¥996&). In fact, rivers

counted Dhaka for being selected as a capital under the Mughal.

well holpses
0
of o
tolets - flood plains

: water channels

[y

Fig. 5.1 Traditional Mahalla Morphology (Source: Khan, 1932, p. 2.8)
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The city developed across the canal with some chawks and mahailas (Khan, 1982).
Physically mahatlas are clusier of honses arcund a chawk or square or along 2 linear
street. In their external appearances, all streets are bazaar, being avenues for selling
poods where existence of mahallas cannot be identified. But from the social
delinition, mahallas are internal and bazaars are external as mahallas are hidden
behind the bazaar or street facade and passed unnoticed (Khan, 1985, p.107),
Moteover, mahallas are social enclaves relating the houseforms. Thus a linear street

pattern along with mahallas are found in Dhaka's growth { see Fig. 5.1}

5.2.1 Settlement and Houseform

(Old Dhaka shows two distinct patterns of growth in the form of the neighbourhoods
{mahallas). This distinction also recognises differences among the localities and social
structure. The fist type discemed is mainly visible in Hmdu deminated mahallas (e.g.
Shankhari bazaar, Tanti bazaar etc.). In this type, there is a long and narrow strip of
land with a road front of approximately 10 to 12 ft and a length of around 80 to 100
ft. The built form is usnally upto four stories. Being narrow and deep, usually no
openings are possible to provide on the side walls. In the interior inner courts are the
only source for lighting and ventilation. These courls are quite narrow as the site is,
and actually works as light wells. Despate having several small courts for air and light
the interiors in general are dark and stifting. Though the house has a wailied look, on
closer examination it can be seen that the built up area has been adhoc and
curnulative (Khan, 1985, p.109}.

= [
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Fig 5.2 Urban Growth Pattern and Plot Division of Category One (Source: Khan, 1982, p. 6.3)
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The linsar site had access road on the front and canal or serviee lane at the rear parn.
This pattern toock shape in the pre-colonial period (Khan, 1982) when indigenous city
was dependent on natural and man made water hodies for drinking water, waste
disposal, transport and communication. Therefore, plot subdivision had to take inte
account of the street (formal access) and the service (back) progressively creating the
pattern (Rahman, 1996, p. 81). But role of trade and the commercial value of the plot
requiring 2 road frontapge for each plot played a more predeminant role in forming

the pattern.

The second categary is loosely built and is ever changing. Plot is regular but filled
with intricate network of lanes and by-lanes due to the sub-division. Again being
loosely built, it is perceived through the periphery walls (Khan, 1982, p. 6.3). These
areas were basically developed and occcupied for residential purpose. However, with
the development of native towns during the colonial period, canal based drainage
systern decaved. With organised servies, houses reverted o original form, the popular
and pecsistent second form was thus built around a couyarcd {(Rahman, 1596, p. 81;
see Fig. 5.3)

Fig %3 Urban Growth Patlern and Plot Diviston of Category Two {Source. Khan, 1982, p. 6.3
The occupation and category of people according to class also varied in these two

distinct calegories of growth, The first type was occupied mostly by businessmen,

craftsmen or peopie from particular occupational group. Most of them desired road
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frontage for economic rteasons, and conseguent plot divisions gave rise to the
particular narrow-deep form. The second type was usually inhabited by well-off
people and nobles related to the administration, agriculture and trades, or people from
alien cultures like the Europeans, the Armenians or the North Indians. (Rahman,
1996, p. 82}

5.2.2 Forces InfMuencing the Urban Houseform

The first attermnpt to create an urban house is the demarcation of the site. This is the
same as in the rural areas though the approach is different. It is through the -
introduction of boundary wall to delineate the idea of territorial demarcation. Khan
{1982) remarks that walls are even better built than the house proper. The physical
reason might be the densilication in urban land which requires a strict demarcation of
the propeny line. But conceptually it transforms the idea of vita, a sense of physical
identity, isclation from the public areas. Therefore, the boundary wall not only
implies the need of demarcation of site, but also signifies the need of self-sufliciency
and a sense of possession. Its significance should be underscored as it reveals the
compactness of a house within 2 limited land. The concept of povacy by enclosing a
particular area as in the rural houseform has been implanted here through the

boundary wall.

demarcation of property
[irst exhibited in the form
of boundary walls in an
urban sile

—

Fig. 5.4 Doundary Wall, a Conceptual replacement of “¥ila® (Source: Khan, 1982, p.6.11)

M

The urban house displays the sense of privacy and progression of space in a
transformed manner. The accessibility into urban site acts as a vital phenomenon in
forming the urban hounse. The houseform, as it is more compact due to the limitation
aof site exhibits the privacy within its limited boundary. Though the [irst generation
wrban houses were less affected by scarcity of urban land, the ruml archetype could
have been transplanted into urban archetype. In later days, the regolar plot
demarcation, road layout etc. due to densification force the houseform to adjust itself

also with climatic and functional considerations. The concept of front and back in
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rural archetype houseform was thus reshaped to form an urban archetype (Khan,
1982). Moreover, the introduction of building laws which confers the area to be left

on each side also affects the butltform.

Moreover, the shape of the plot guides the house form. A namow linear site has lesser
possibility of central planning around a courr whereas a site with wider front can
adopt the traditional set up more easily. In the first case the symbolic transformation
may lake place where the court can be in the form of a lightwell, small and narrow in
size but retaining the same value object. In case of a wider plot, the courl also creales
an tnward looking housetype which meets the climatic consideration and social

aspecis sirnultaneously.

Albeit the physical forces, the socio-cultural forces to affect the formation ol an
urban house. The preponderance of rural images plays the significant role. Even
under urban constraints, introduction of a couryard is explicative of more a social
demand than its climatic or functional need. The concept of privacy has been
maintained through this. The outhouse is transformed by living room; and the court
still remains the hubk of the whole armangement maintaining lhe similar notion of

povacy, male and female domain, front and back etc.

5.3 Patterns of Urban Houseform

The urban people are heterogeneous, in their background, occupation and socio-
economic sitmation. Therefore, the urban houseform may take a diversified character,
In the primary stage of urbamsation, the urban centres of this region wene more like
glorified villages with concentration of people providing wider opportunities for
socio-economic exchange (King, 1947). The socio-cultural sphere was dominated by
the rural traditions composed of clearly defined and easily recognisable roles and
rules. But this society underwent a rapid change during (he colonial period due to the
centralised policy of administration enhancing the urban based institutions. The
introduction of new educational and occupational systems changed the living style
and family structure. These changes left (heir marks on builtforms, more specifically
on houseforms (Rahman, 1996, p. 79).

But since the origin of urban people are deep rooted in the rural set up, there have
always been some elements common to guide the urban settings of house-form.
According to Imamuddin {1984}, the design and organization, the dwelling houses of
Dhaka can be classified into two broad groups - introvert and extrovert. Introvert

typology refers to inward looking courlyard house where the entire organisation is
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derived in relation to the centre, The surrounding structure may be delached or
enclosed. The extroven house is outward looking having the component parts in free

relation to ons another (Imamuddin, 1982, p. 30).

He further categorized this type into composite and consolidated. Composite type
indicates a free standing house within a given compound having deiached service
structures sitmated behind the main block. This is fashioned after the colonial
Bungalow compound complex. The conscolidated type 15 characterized by integration
of living and service part of the house into a single mass which was further

consolidated with time (see Fig. 5.5).

5.3.1 Introvert Typology

Introvert type of houses are found in many societies and cultures. Houseform
centering a courlyard serves different purposcs in different culture, guided by a
number of variables. Norbert Schoenaver, referred to by Imamuddin (1982)
presented four major factors of general acceptance of courtyard house in urban
context. First, psycho-soclal factor which relates to privacy aspects, second economic
factor allowing the maximum density within an existing technology; third the climate
for domestic comfort and fourth the religious reason as the internal court may act ag

an image of paradize.

These factors and their relative imponance may vary in different culture and time.
According to Rapoport (1969) the psycho-social factor and religious factor are
predominant as they are the major cultural forces to shape the builtform; these in
different ways might alfect the rest of the factors. However, economy and climate
may also play the major roles, Therefore, regarding the cultural context, the scenario
may vary with the introduction of some other forces that persists in the image of rural
nouse, These are the family structures either joint or extended, functional and
occupatignal pattern, strict demarcation of space according to age and sex, female
confinement within the inmer part of the house, religious and social rules goveming

the association with goests and servants and also the climatic forces,

Even the type of court varies according to religion. Muslim houses require strict
privacy of the courtyard for their women who are confined within it. Whereas Hindu
houses need a separate deity room and Tulshi Mandap. Privacy restriction is also
loose compared to that of the Muslim houses. In this context, we find the
mterpretation of courtyard in a Muslim house in the mid 159th century by Abdus
Sharar:
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It is necessary for houses in fndia to have courtyards so that woman may be able 1o
enjoy fresh air within the perimeter of their own homes ... There has always been a
distinet difference between Hindu and Muslim houses and this exists to this day. In
Hindu houses the courtyards are small and the building is constructed without regard
to whether or not air and light will get in. In contrast to this, Muslims like bright,

open houses ...(King, 1984, p, 55),

This segregation and demarcation of zones through cours also recalls the conceplt of

andar mahal prevailing in the palatial houses of zamindars and kings. In view of this,

it is imporant to recognise that culture is stronger than the religion in the formation °

of court and thus privacy. Although Muslim women are more restricted than the
Hindu women, but the sense of privacy for women remained almost same in this
continent for both the religion. Therefore, both the Muslim and Hindu houses are
marked with the similar types of courts with similar value system with certain

variation, as they belong 1o the same culture.

The detached house form is a direct transformation of basic rural arrangement as
discusgsed in Chapter Foor. This parricular houseform is the outcome of first atlempt
in urban context. In the initial phase of urbanisation, development was at a slower
pace, the densiflication was low. Therefore, the adaptation of indigenous rural dwelling
to new urban context was gradoal; the evolution of urban house form was

complementary o both basic psycho-secial needs and economic forces.

Making the form enclosed is more an urban approach than the rural one. In fact, i
coalesces the rural images with urban constraints. Physical constraints due top
limitation of urban land, social and technical advancements in the city, changing
concepl of privacy and security with respect to high density urban living may have
prompied the development of enclosed type introvert house (Imamuddin, 1982, P.
2.15).

5.3.2 Extrovert Typology

Extrovert typology is a form adopted due to socio-cultural changes under the
influence of colonial period. New life-style and values were introduced in urban
living during this period. This gave rise to a new system of urban house form ie.
extrovert type. This form is an adoption of colonial Bungalow style. The bungalow
compound complex represents a culture, life-style, set of values and behaviours of the
mhabitants which are totally different from those of either the metropolitan society or

the indigenous culture in which it was located (Imamuddin, 1982).
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Fig. 5.5 Urban Hovseform Typology (Source: Imamuddin, 1984, p. 2 11, 2,15}
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Two categories also of extrovert typology is observed, composite and consclidaled.
Composite type commonly determines the bungalow type house which has been
adopted with slight modifications. Some of this type is mostly found in the part of
Dhaka originally inhabited by the society elite durtng the colonial period. This
indicaws a freestanding house without any courtyard which 15 sitzated o the middle
of the plot and is outward facing. These ars generally single or double storied houses
with dctached service structures at the backyard of the compound. In this category,
zones are according to formal, informal and service activities. There run verandas

along the house which is suitable for this tropical climate.

The other type is the consolidated type, which is characterised by integration of all
spaces into a single mass. This is facilitated by the improvement of services and
technology and is inspiced by the novelly of mass-housing apartment, a descendent of
the post-war westernised concept of living. Later i the [ocal contexl, modem houses
has bscome synonymous with consolidated house popularly known as lat type. A
considerable part of urban houses are these medium-rise walk-ups built for the
government employees. Presently this is considered as an appropriate solution

encouraged by the povernment. (Rahman, 1996, p.80)

5.4 Analysis of Urban Houseform

In the changing urban environment due to commercialization, densification,
occupation ete. the value object in defining the domestic space has been subjected to
change. The introduction of new occupation during the colomal period influenced
the wrbanites to lead a dweal life {King, 1977). Their dichotomous values found
expression in the domestic design, Boundaries were drawn between formal and
informal activity areas within a house corrcsponding to western and local living habits
and style {(Rahman, 1998, p.80).
[T 1

Fig. 5.6 Formation of Urban Houses
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Tig. 5.7 Qreanisational Pattern of Urban House Revealing Three [istinct Zones

The earlier versions of urban houses show apparent efforts (o maintain the soc¢io-
cutmral distinctions with different domestic spaces and functions. The front part is left
for receiving the outsiders both in the introvert and extrovert typelogy. Service part
wilh toilets, Kitchen, store and servants living area became a separately placed zone.
Between these two zones, there remains the family spaces or habitable mooms. In some
large houses, these two zones {formal and service} are placed at the two opposite ends
of the house around the inner court. Later in modem urban houses, though there is
no separate blocks, three dishnct zones can be identified easily. These are formal,
family and service zones, which again expresses the bipolar distinction of formal and

private zones, front and back etc.(see Fig 5.4).

5.4.1 InMuences of Prevailing Patierns

The term Bungalow criginated in the sonth-east part of India after the word, Bangla'.
King (1984) claims that it was primarily European. In the first phase of iis
developrment, during the era of mercantile capitalism of the seventeenth century, the
bungalow was a product of cultures in contact {the Indians), an indigenous mode of
shelters adopted and adapted for Europeans' living in India (King, 1984, p.14). Ic
describes the common hut of Bengal peasant, which had a sloping roof on two stdes
and two gable ends. King (1984} further describes that in India it was a symbel and
identity of new imperial power; and Lhis was transformed (rom the simple Bengali hut

to mest Lhe requirements of a Eurppean commercial and govemning class,

King's (1984} description of colonial bungalow compound complex {quoted from
Imamuddin, 1984, p.2.17} draws a resemblance with composite house type. Most
iypically, it consisted of a low, ene-storey, spacious building, internally divided into
separate living, dining and bedrooms each with an attached room for bathing. A

verandah, forming an integral part of the structure or alternatively, attached to the
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outside walls, surrounding part or all of the building. The bungalow is invariably
situated in a large walled or otherwise demarcated compound, ... the kitchen
servants, stabling and room for carriage or car, are seperaied from and placed at the

rear of the bungalow.

Khan (1982) remarks that in bungalow, a western cottage is dressed in eastern
clothing. The internal house structure is of a western house while the compound tries
to recreate the home environment of the English country houses. The by law houses,
as the bungalow s a concretisation (architectural mass to be viewed from all sides)

unknown in native culmre,

The introvert typology are more reflective of the traditional layout than these by law
tonses. As discussed earlier, it displays the distinct segregation of different zones. The
court has a multifarious role retaining the similar value and activities as inherited
within the traditional houses. Even in a dense vrban situatien the progression of

different zones implies similar meaning of spaces.

The outhouse is transformed into a ltving room, the services are located at the rear

part of the house. In fact, bungalow are less inflluential than the waditional houses in

the urban conmext.
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1. veranda 2. Bocdroom 3. Bath
4. Dressing room 5. Living room 6. Hall

Fig. 5.9 Bungalow Compound (Source: King, 1976, P.133)



5.5 Summary

Urbanisation in Dhaka is the result of different socio-political forces. Urban
houseform therefore, is expressive of these forces in its external and internal
disposition. Since the different forces of modernisation and colonisation are more
evident in urban area, the urban houseform tends to be more mwodern and diversified.
Moreover, urban constraints are nevitable in its formation. This changes dealt with
the typology that accurred in urban houses. It also analyzed the influences behind it.
As the society influences the houseform, the next chapter deals with the sccial set up

of the study period.
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Chapter Six
URBANISATION AND THE SOCIETY OF DHAKA IN THE LATE
19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY

6.1 Introduction

This region has been subjected to more than 200 years” colonial rule, fist by the
British Colonisers and then by the Pakistani rulers. Advent of the British rufe in this
continent saw the decline of the forrones of Bengal and its principal city Dhaka.
However, Dhaka regained momentum during the end of the 19th century and
onward, During this period of resurrection, new edonomic and administrative systems
ave rise to different classes or groups within the indigenous society. A new elite
eroup and a middle ¢lass emerged during the late 19th century who wers basically
land owners and traders. They seon started to dominate the new social order and
participated in the civic activities to enhance this domination. The architecture of
Dhaka with its political vicissitndes has undergone phases of transformation when
traditional norms and cultures mingled with the new styles brought by the foreign
rulers. This socio-economic scenario and transformation profoundly influenced its

builiforms.

6.2 Dhaka in History

Dhaka has witnessed several phases of relapse and regeneration as a major city of this
region. Its history can be divided into five phases based on the different ruling
powers:

a. pre-Mughal upte 1608 A D, b. Mughal (1608-1765) ¢. British Colonial rule
{17645-1947) d. post-Colonial peried (1947-1971} & Post Independence period
{1971 o onward). The present research deals with the late 19th and early 20th
century when Bengal has already passed more than a century of British Colonial mle

and a national resurgence had just started.

Very little has been found in history about the pre-Mughal Dhaka. In earty 16th
century, Bengal was at the edge of sulianate rule. In 1438, Sher shah, the Afgan ruler
of Bengal ousted the last sultan Giasuddin Mahmood from the throne. During this
time, the struggle between the Mughal emperor Humayun and Afgan ruler Sher Shah
took place repeatedly for the mastery over the sub-continent. Ultimately, Sher Shah
defleated Humayun from Bengal and also went on to capture Delhi. Sonargaon was
his capital of Bengal which he connected with Delhi by constructing the Grand Trunk
Road (Kamruddin, 1970, p. xxiv).
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Fig. 6.1 Chronological Growth and Expansion of Dhaka during DilTerent Period
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Later, Bengal was annexed to the Muoghal smpire doring the reign of Akbar in 1576
A.D. as a province. Several of the local feudal chiefs (Baro Bhuiyan ) resisted the
Mughal supremacy (Karim, 1994). However, in the long run they were compelled to
submit to the vast and well-equipped Mughal aomy. Isa Khan of Kishoregange and
Kedor Roy of Yikrampur were the two most valients of the Bhuiyans {Kamruddin,
1970, p. xxv)

The formal foundatien of the city since known was in the early 17th century during
Islam Khan (1608-1613) though evidences are found in form of its existence even in
the Sth centry (Karim, 1991). This Mughal subahdar (governor) of Bengal during
the reign of emperor Jahangir transferred the seat of government from Rajmahal te
Dhaka in 1610. He named Dhaka as Jahangir Nagar to establish the sovereignty of
the Emperor. Further resurgence against Muoghal supremacy was [liercely fought and
contained. Dhaka was known to be highly prosperous and developed quickly in the
stature as the metropolis of the province during that time. Being imporiant as an
administrative centre, its trade and commerce also attracted foreigners. The
flourishing of world famous fine cotton {muslin) goods manufacture brought Dhaka
wealth and fame. As a cesult, the population increased leading 1o further expansion of
the city. Dhaka prew into a large, wealthy and prosperous town to become the queen
of the cities of the eastern India (Siddiqui et.al, 1980, p.6).

Later in 1717, during Nawab Murshid Quli Khan, the capilal was shifted from Dhaka
to Murshidabad. Due to this action Dhaka’'s growth and development waned.
However, it did not lose its signiflicance as an important center of administration, trade
commerce and manufacturing for it remained the headquarters of a regional
administration (Siddiqui. 1990, p. &).

However, due to the decadence of Mughal supremacy after the Battle of Plassey in
1757 and the subsequent take over of power by the British in 1765, Dhaka lost much
of its position as the most important urban center. The chaos due to the
transformation of power created an anarchy. In absence of any valid authority during
this time, the city administration collapsed and the law and order situation worsened
(Islam, 1991, p. 7). In 1763, the capital was shilted to Calcutta - which gradually
tock administrative and military control over the country and monopolised the trade
and commerce. Import of mill-made cheap cotton goods was a severe strike to the
commerce of the city, which ruined its textile industry.

Decline of Dhaka that began with the transfer of capital stared to reverse at the

beginning of the present century. The city gradually rose 1o become the undeclared
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capital of East Bengal during the late 19th century. With the expansion of British
administrative set up since the nstimtion of Divisional Commistonership in 1829,
Dhaka becams z divisional headquarters (Akhtar, 1991, p.185). Following the
partition of Bengal in 1905, Dhaka was reinstated as the provincial capital and the seat
of government of East Bengal and Assam. Thus, it started to regain its previons glory
and status as g major seat of administration. However, the declaration of Dhaka as a
provincial capital was nullified in 1911 in the face of opposition to the division of
greater Bengal by the rising nationalist quaclers. After the partition of Pakistan and
India in 1947, Dhaka became the capital of eastern province of Pakistan again and
subsequently the capital of the sovereign country Bangladesh after the Independence
in 1971,

6.2.1 Potentials of Dhaka as a Capilal City

Selection of Dhaka as a capital had been influenced by geographical, political and
economic wviabilities. Its central and naturally secured position, proximity to
waterways, affiliation of people irrespective of groups, clans and political
homogeneity, all counted it for being selecied as a capital. Dhaka, thus rose to be a

prominent urban ¢enter second only to the metropolis Calcutta {Akhtar, 1991, p.184).

Due to the constant battle among the lecal chiefs and the Mughal empire, 1t was
necessany for the Mughals to st up a cantonment with a huge numbet of army. Such
set up in Dhaka needed a large supply of daily necessities. This motivated a group of
people like traders and suppliers to focus to Dhaka for business. Moreover, transfer of
such a huge army was always associated with an influx of people of different
pecupation. Thus Dhaka emerged as an important city {Karim, 1994, p.23). Its
commercial importance was gradually strengthened since it was involved with trading

of various goods, such as fine textile, leather e,

The changing conrse of the river Ganga left the previous capital Rajmahal half a
league away from it which mads operation of navy difficult. Thus the Arakans and
Portuguese pirates were growing stronger. Moreover, the awful law and order situation
in the lower pan of Bengal due 1o their mpacious attack necessitated a shift of the
capital. Dhaka is connected by water with great rivers, the Ganges (Padma), the
Brahmaputra and the Meghna and thus with all neighbouring districts. Due to this
strategic location, it was easy to keep watch over the enemies; particularly the
Portuguese pirates” movement and also to counter attack quickly. Also Dhaka was at

the southem-most tip of a vast highland formed in the Pleistocene periad.
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When Islam Khan was moving from Rajmahal, the entire establishment, military and
the court moved with him with their paraphernalia. While Islam Khan was in
Shahjadpur (present Pabna) on his way to Dhaka, he sent three imperial officers
accompanied by a great number of soldiers, boats and subordinate staffs to Dhaka
{Karim, 1991, p. 26). According to Karim {1964} the administeation was the major
reason of Dhaka’s flourishment. The huge administrative set up engaged about fifty
thousand pecple around the Mughal centre of Dhaka - the Dhaka Keifla (fort). He
also indicated land and trade being two other reasons for the significance of Dhaka
{Karim, 1994, p. 24). During the Mughal regime, representatives used to bhe
employed to communicate with the immediate superior. Thus ranks like subahdar, the
highaest authority, diwan, bakshi, faujdar eic. were ¢created Even the zaminders used to
send Naib or eslate representative to the capital to deal with the official duties
(revenue or any legal proceedings). As Dhaka was the center of administmation, even

the traders and foreign companies had to keep connection with Dhaka repularly.

Under the British rule, Calcutta as a capital gradually grew as the major urban centre
of the province monopolising its administration, trade and economy though
strategically Dhaka was convenient to administer control over Assam, Bengal and
Burma under a single jurisdiction. On the other hand, Caleutta was a distantly located
capital 1o serve this purpose. Thus the glory of Dhaka declined which began to be
regained in the late 19th century.

A growing sense of nationalism among the newly educated and emerging elite and
middle-class resnlted into the formation of many organisation and political
movements. Thus it became necessary to create more local administrative centers by
breaking the hegemony of Calcutta. The plan of territorial readjustment can be found
in Lord Carzon’s address on 20th February, 190M, we offer Bengali nation the
opporiunity of forming « second unit round a second center (Akhtar, 1991, p.188).
This prompted Dhaka being conferred the siatus of a capilal once again of a newly
created province which was already dominated by the enlightened section of the
people and had considerably developed urban set up and infra-structure (Akhtar,
1991, p. 188).

Another potential of Dhaka was the economic importance of Eastern Bengal while it
being both geegraphical and commercial centre. Thus Dhaka became the natural
centre of a vast hinterland rich in commodities like jute, rice ete. Moreover, the e
Boom led to the swelling of population in the cily associated with the improvement of
communication system. Dhaka was connected by regular steamer services as an

adjunct to the Easiern Bengal Railway, running from Caleutta to Kushtia. The railway
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service was extended upto the river port of Goalundo on the Padma in 1871 (Akhtar,
1991, p. 187},

6.2.2 Urbanisation in Dhaka

Bengal was predominantly an agro based society, urbanisation started here with the
exchange of surplvs agricultural goods. The centres of exchange were marked with
urban values. According to King (1975, p. 308} in the early stage of urbanization, the
urban centres were more a glorified villages with greater concentration of people
providing wider opporiunities for socio-economic changes. The process of
urbanization was slow. Rural traditions strongly dominated the socio-cuoltaral sphere
resulting into an almost similar life-style and living parern of urban and rural

population.

For Dhaka, its strategic location had the most vital role in an uiban formation as
explained in the previcus section. Three elements contributed to the development and
urban growth in Dhaka. First the Mughal rulers with their paraphernalia, second
Bengali professionals like crafismen and workers and third the foreign companies and
traders {Karim, 19943, Mamun {1986} suggested that rewards for settling in Dhaka as
declared by the Mughals alse centributed to sieady wrbanisation soaring to 200,000
in 1700 A.D., perhaps secend only to London.

Pre-Mughal Dhaka ranged from Babu Bazaar on the west to Sadar ghat on the east
due to the establishment of locally termed thana, when it was a Mughal outpost.
Further development took place primarily to the west and north-west after its
becoming a capital. The growing population consisted of artists, craftsmen and other
professionals who settled on the east. The Mughal, the Armenian and the Indian
traders setiled all acound the city. European developments resulted into the growth of
Tejgaon farther north (Karim, 1994},

The city reached its height of prosperity during the reign of Shaista Khan, the
Mughal subahdar who was first appointed in 1663. The initial east-west linear growth
of the city owed to the river course. The length was approximately two leagues in the
17th cenmry. James Taylor identified the boundary of Dhaka during the Mughal e
as the Buriganga on the south, Tengi on the nomh, Zafrabad on west and Postogola
on the east (Karim, 1991, p.33}. The Dulai canal possibly formed the nonh-castern
boundary of the ald city.
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The names of the localities of different pans of the city indicate the pre-dominance of
craftsmen and professionals based on religion in the pre-Mughal pericd. Near about
the capital city of Sonargaon under the Barg-Bhuiyan during the pre-Mughal period,
Dhaka possibly grew as a center of artisans and craftsmen and thos having some
commercial importance (Faruqui, 1991, p.45). During the Mughals, the administrative
officers, the courtiers and zaminders were incloded in the upper class, But they had a
difference in statos with that of the Subahdar and supreme rulers. This upper class
used to maintain a class difference with the lower class. This ultimalely zave rise to

different localities for different social steatum. (Mamua, 1986, p.55)

Dhaka’s growih was first haited when a complete anarchy ensued following the battle
of Plassey. In 1765, the city had an estimated population of 450,000; in 1793 it
covered an area of four miles long and two and a half miles broad. By 1801, the
population declined to 200,000 and the limit of the city had shrank from Enayetganj
on Lhe west to Faridabad on the east, a distance of abont three and a half miles, and
from Buriganga on the south to Dewan Bazaar on the nonh, a distance of about a
mile and a half. The city was [illed with ruins and jungle. In 1840, James Taylor
found it to have degenerated into a Nlthy and unsanitary place (Siddigui et.al., 1990).
Sir Charles Trevelyan describes like this "the population of Dhaka has fallen from
150,000 to 40.000 and the jungle and malaria are fast' encroaching upon the
town....... Dhaka, which was the Manchester of India, has fallen off from a very

flourishing town to @ very poor and small one’ (lslam, et.al., 1985}

But three decades later from 1872 onwards, the population growth was steady as
recorded in the censos reports. The population in [872 was 69,212 within the
municipal arza of six square miles (Siddiqui et.al., 1990} Urbanisation was hasiened
following Lhe declaration of Drhaka as a capilal in 1903, which however declined again
with the annulment of the declaration in 1911, and influenza epidemic in 1918. The
growth rate declined between 1911 o 1921 to only half of that in the previous
decade. The centralised policy of admipistration, new education system, scope of
acquiring job by dint of qualifications as against inherited occupation elc. hastened

the changes in wrban living.

From the compesituon of communities in different phases, three distinct pattern of
urbanization may be identificd. First in the early stage of urbanization the ity was
divided into mahallas, each one containing a particular occupation group. These wene
identifiable residential enlities with homogenous population related through
eccupation, religion, geographical origin or caste membership (Schosoauer, 1981).

Names of localities in different parts of Dhaka clearly bear the testimony of the

46



existence of localities according to occupational panern. ¥iz., Banglabazaar for book
publishers, Shankharibazaar for the conch craftsmen, Sutarnagar for carpenters,
Kamarnagar for blacksmiths, Patuatuli for arists, Khamartuli for potters etc. Thus

communities wers compartmentalised on the basis of socic-economic stars or group.

Second pattern of urban morphelogy was formed during the colonial peried when
with diversity of urban cccupation, people having heterogenous occupation and
socio-economic atatus lived in the same community. This still can be found in the
informa! part of the city, segregation only existed between the living areas of the
locals and the Buropeans. The Botish colonial urbanisation can be termed as a -
process of manifestation of the political and cconomic changes (Ahmed, 1992). The
dominance dependent relationship changed the indigenous production activities of
the urban centres. The colonial administrative policy created new job opportunity for
the locals and thus influential natives were formed who ultimatcly developed the
indigenous city which encompassed Wari. Ramna was also developed duning the early
20th cenmry as & seat for administration and high class Buropean residential area.
Third pattern evolved due to the compartmentalization of communities according to
socig-economic status or groups which evolved in the post-independence period of
Bangladesh. The part of the city designed mostly in this century on formal planning
is characterised by segregalion of communities according to income classes. This
gives rise to the fanther nonhemn and norh-gastern growth, creating satellite towns and

expanding the city’s boundary.

6.2,3 Residential Development

Residential development in Dhaka initially took place along the river Buriganga.
During the Mughal period, society elite consisting of the Mughal high officials and
zaminders used to live aleng this riverside development. The upper class used 1o
maintain a demarcation with the lower class, This ultimately gave rise to different
scitlement areas according to social stratum {Mamun, 1%89, p. 55). Subahder and
upper class settled around the river Buriganga whereas the lower class resided in the
inner part of the city. The trader class built their modest houses which identified
themselves with neither of lower class nor of the upper anstocrats. The Iocation of
their settlement was usually around Becharam Deuri, Aga Sadeg and Ali Nagi Deuri
north from the riverbank and east of the onginal forr. The Mughal rulers and officials
also settled in and around the present Azimpur, Bakshibazar and Nawabpur areas west
ta the fon,
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Attraction of the river front as the most lucrative and prestigious residential area
continued upto the beginning of the 20th century. It extended nearly a mile from the
Dulat canal to Babupura (Mamun, 1993}, Houses were starred to be built on the two
sides of the Dulai canal in the second half of the 18th century {Rahman et.al., 1598},
European traders stating with the Portuguese, set up their factories in the north of
Dhaka amund Tejgaon from early 17th century (Karim, 1964}, During this time,
riverfront was already heavily built up. This barred the foreigners [rom finding
suitable land at locations other than Tejgaon for better communication. This led the
Europeans settlement closer 1o the canal. High European civil officers and local elites

used to live along the river {Islam, 1994).

Late 19th century saw some residential development of the vpper-middle class
people. This ook place in the areas like Gandaria, Warl, Swamibag etc. The
establishment of Dhaka as the capital of the new provinee of Eastern Bengal and
Assam brought the development of the ¢ivil lines in Ramna area and beyond, at the
north of the city limits. This included both the residential and commercial
developments. A new towa was being established Big povernment offices and
beauriful houses for their employees were built on the field of Ramna. Every hoiise
was on big compound, and empry, spacious and well-planned avenues ....The rich
are buying as much land as they can and constructing houses in the jungles of
Ramna (Mojumder, 1920). The British and local elite preferred the riverside for
residential development tli the annulment of parition of Beagal in 1905, By then, the
demand for riverside residential development which was gradually transformed into

the main commercial district gave rise to the development in Ramna (Islam, 1996).

6.2.4 Trade and Commerce

Dhaka has been a centre for trade and commerce for centuries. During the Mughal
period merchant of Moor, Mughal, Pathan, Turani and Armenian origins thronged to
Dhaka. It alse attracted the Dutch, the Greeks, the French, the Portuguese and the
English. (Siddiqui et.al., 1990, p. 31). Therefore, Dhaka, as a river port had to handle
a huge quantity of various kinds of commodities (e.g. world famons muslin cloth,
pottery, varions ans and crafis products etc.). These were for both intemal markets as
well as to distant lands. Metals such as iron, copper and tin were (he main imports
which were meagre in quantity compared with the exports. Bengal was the richest
province of the British empire and the granary of India. The wealth and resources of
Bengal were virmally dedicated to maintain the imperial army {(Kamruddin, 1970, p.

xxvil
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Till the 19th century Dhaka muslin continued to be very popular with the world’s
fashion connoisseurs; large quantities of it were exported to European markets, Yery
fine textile cotton, silk and brocades were produced in Bengal which were famous for
their adistic delicacy and formed the main export Bengal was also famous for filigree
and delicate works on gold, silver, brass, shells and wood. During this period, different
castes were involved n different birth-ascribed professton. Also higher caste Hindus
were mainly involved in trade and commerce whercas lower casie Hindus remained

either anisans or cultivators.

By 1817, the popularity of muslin and other indigenous textile starled to decline with
the introduction of cheap mill-made yam and clothes from Engiand. This threatened
the survival of the local textile industry. With this the commercial importance of
Dhaka city began to reduce. The rise of Calcutta as another imporant urban centre of
Bengal meduced Dhaka's share of the provinces rade and commerce. However, at this
time, jute and indigo began to emerge as new items. In the late 19th century, Dhaka’s
main exporns were cloth, indigo, beiel mut, saffron flower, soap, leather, jewelry etc. In
the early 20th century, the main expon item was jute, when Narayanganj emerged as

Benpal's principal jute wading center {Mohsin, 1991).

6.3 Evolution of Urban Society

Acconding to Bhuiyan (1993}, during the Mughal pericd, the society of Benpgal was
divided mito three major calegories of people:

1. The upper class consisting of members of the royal court, zamindars, revenue
collectors etc.

2. Middle class comprising of persons with some education, lower category
government employees, courliers of zaminders and petty traders.

3. Lower class of peasants and other categones of laborers, arlisans and craltsmen.

This classification did not include the rich trader group which became an inevitable
segment of the society probably little later. Karim {1992} described different classes
in the pre-British society which broadly included - aristocrats of different categories,
mercantile community, ulama class and peneral people. Aristocracy was claimed by
two groups, firstly by those who held high positions under the Nawabs by virtue of
their performance and efficiency of works; and secondly the landed gentry. To
consolidale victories over the local rebel leaders, the Mughal government began to
distribute tax-free vast land to the loyal subjects promoting them to the staus of land

lords or zaminders. Thus a feudal system began to spread heads of which became
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powerful socially, politically and economically. These people also formed a

significant part of the top echelon.

Zamindars were the administrative representatives. Inspite of their loyalty to the
impenal power, they had constant rivalry with the Mughal rulers for the profit of
production. The profit went to the account of these two mler classes instead of to the
laborers and peasants who were the main contributors to the production process. The
inequality in the income between upper and lower class was so high that it resulted

into the strict demarcation among social classes.

According to Bhuivan (1995) the middle class emerged as a result of dec!inir{g
feudalism of the Mughal era and rising capitalism under the British. About the
mercantile community Karim (1992) remarks that this group also belonged to the
upper class; because of their wealth they used to hold a signilicant position in the
society. The ulama class was also very influential in the society though they were
neither wealthy nor high officials. The society paid them the highest esteem due to
their devotion to and knowledge of the religion. Educaled Sheikhs and Syeds, mostly

of Persian origin, scholars, physicians and businessmen constituted in this group.

Besides the above groups, the vast population of the countty constitted the peasanls,
small traders. and agriculmreal and industoal labourers living mainly in the rural areas.
The general people were divided into numerous classes according to their respective
occupations. Agriculture was the principal occupation of the people; thers were other
categories too such as Jeley (lisherman), dhopa {washer man), sutar (carpenter},
kamar (hlacksmith), kumar {pottet) ctc.(Chakrabary, 1992).

The =social scenario of Dhaka began to change in the later part of the 18th centory
due w the advent of British rulers. In 1763 an anarchic sitnation ensued when the East
India Company took over the city. This event led to the collapse of the city
administration. For the whole year the city had no administration, no authority, no law
and order (Islam, 1991, p.75). Meanwhile activities of bandits, fakirs and sannasis
worsened its simation. The city aristocrats {descendent of Nawab families and its
courtiers) attempted to quell the simation but in vain; The British soon interdfered and
tmprisoned some of them. This instigated many city dwellers to move out of the city.
The British tried to set up a puppet government headed by Mutsuddis, but
nevertheless failed to bring the normalcy. Introduction of the post of Naib-e-Nazim
as the chief administralor of Dhaka helped to appease the sitnation. All these incidents
which the city leaders counld not control put their leadership into question and

diminished their stature.
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6.3.1 General Stratification in the Society

Caste: Besides the socio-economic classes, a birth ascribed caste system existed
among the Hindus which is more or less still maintained. In general, the Hindu
religion consists of four classical social orders or varaas . At the top of it were the
Brahmans, priests and scholars, next were the Kshatrivas, the warriors, then Vaisyas,
the busincss community and at the bottom of this pyramid the Sudras, the
untouchables. A Hindu is born with his casle, pre-determined by that of his father and
cannot change his stats. But in Bengal there are six castes which according to their
sopcial status are the Brahmans, Baidvas, Kayasthas, Makhisyas, Raj Banjshis ond
MNamasudras {Chackmbarly, 1992, p.170).

Threngh the rgid caste system, sometimes a social and occupational mobility is
observed, most significantly in the upper and middle castes. Leaving their traditional
occupation when their incomes would no longer support the desired life-styles, many
in these categories scught new jebs. Normally, failure to comply with the prescribed
vimal, rules and regulations would result in social ostracism. But in a changed
environment, switching occupation did not affect one’s social homogencity. Thus
Chakraba;lrty {1922, p. 172) quoles from the 1911 census of India that Brahman and
Pundits became the sharcholders of different profitable businesses, for example, the
Great Eastern Hotel Company in Calcutia. They even got actively involved in tannery
and winery business, which previously were the purview of the Saha businessmen. So
the Sahas could no longer be undermined socially for running wine shops. “When
they (Brahmans) intruded on the frades and occupation of lower casies, they Rad no
moral right to profest against their coming up to them and shaking hands with them
¥ (Census of India. 1911, quoicd from Chakrabary, 1992},

Class: The preponderance of the Muslims in this region continued upto the Mughal
pericd. Internally they were divided into two major classes- Ashraf and Atraf, the high
and low classes (Chakrabarty, 1992, p. 168). The Ashrafs claimed noble ancestry,
while the Atrafs had no such pretension. There is a resemblance betwesn the high
caste Hindus and vpper class Muslims in their social responses. This class is not
identified from a single occupation since some of them were zaminders or high
officials under the previcus government, some were [slamic scholars. But they had
similar attitude like high caste Hindus, for example, to do the menial jobs was
disgraceful to them. They also contempt the lower group which basically consisted of
the workers like weavers, barbers, oil-producers etc. The Ashraf class was consecvative

in nature and strictly obscored the religious rules and regolations.
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6.3.2 Social Structure under the British

Social structure, as demonstrated by Mamun (1986}, is co-related with the
contemnporary mode of production. During the colonial perzod, land had become the
main property and determined the mode of production. The society as it was not

industrialized, fully depended on the land and agricultare for its subsistence.

Duoring the colenial mle, the synonymousity of land and administration in the
previous set up was laken aback from the Zaminders, whereas the administration
totally remained under the jurisdiction of the representatives of the colonial
sovernment. This created drastic changes in the existing social structure. The feudal
system transformmed and gave rise to a capitalist society which was stranfied into
different classes soch as administrative, service holders relaled with new
administration, zaminders, traders etc. At the same time the previously sxisting social
strata ameng Hindus and Muslims also remained intact. Mamun (1986) categories the

society during the colonial period into Zaminder, Middle class, Traders and Peasants.

a. Zaminder : A new class of zaminders emerging out of the Permanent Settlement
Act held the topmost position in the society (Mamuon, 1986). They owned the land
and also collected revenuve. But the contact between the zammder and land grew
feeble in course of time as they spent luxunous life mostly in the urban areas. For
revenue collection, these absentee zaminders had to depend on tax collectors,
middlemen and touts. This last group alse thus gradually grew influential in the

soeiery.

Besides zaminders, there were other people who also belonged o the topmost class.
These were Lhe old lakherajders (holders of tax-free land as reward), progenitors of
the exiled and dethroned 1oyal courtiers (Nawabs and Naib-e-Nazim) etc. Though the
economic and political influence of such people were gradually decaying, yet they
were still revered in the sociery, specially the Nawab families.

b. Middle Class : The middlg ¢lass consisted of mainly the self-employed people, and
those with different types of salaried jobs. Professionals such as lawyers, physicians
and sometimes middlemen or estate officers are also incinded within this group.
Mamun {1536) cited from the government report that the progenitors of the
upgraded middle class or such other persons, who could not totally depend on land
for their livelihood started to acquire formal education with the hope of getting

government services. Thus a group of educated middle class was formed.
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Sacially this was an open group. Although the majority of the members were Hindus,
caste had insignificant influence in the formation of this class. People having similar
educational background and services were considered to be of the same class.
Muslims were slower to absorb this change through education and service, though
those who were educated took up jobs and were considersd to be within the same
social group (Chakrabary, 1992, p. 175}

c. Traders : Benpgal! became increasingly involved in international trade and business
since the first quarter of the 19th century (Mamun, 1986, p. 105) which gave rise to a
group of wealthy traders. Rapid development of communication, rise of Chitlagong as
the port city of East Bengal with a vast and fertile hinterland, the increasing
production of exportable goods etc. made this possible. Other than conventional
exportable goods like cotton, indigo, betel-nut, leather etc., jute boom and tea
production linked Bepgal with the international cconomy, Tt created several categories
of middlemen in between the producers and the exporters though the market was
dominated by the foreign traders. The inlemal market was jointly shared by the non-
Benpalis and foreigners. A few Bengaliz involved in the business at regional level were

mainly the Sahas.

The foreign traders needed the help and services of local peeple in different tiers. The
business inlernally was run with the help of local agents, nombers of factory councils,
some subordinate wrilers, and a contingent of militia. From the native side they were
banias, mutsuddis, gomosthas, paikers, dalals, kayals, sarrafs, mohrers, paiks, peadas
and requited number of labourers {Islam, 1991, p. 77). The local factory employees
or agents occupted imporant position n the society due to their monitory steength.
Some of them gradually took up businesses themselves and emerged as the new

business class.

Marmmun (1986) did not identify the cumency dealers within the trading secter. But it
is known that a significant section of the top society echelon stramm emerged from
the curmrency dealers. Islam (1991) distinguishes them as a different class in the
society. But they can be included under the traders group as many from the business

proup tumed 10 b2 money lenders or currency dealers and vice versa.

d. Peasant or Lower Class : The lower class was that group of pzople who had no
relation with the social, economic or political power. Nevertheless their hard work
went for the benefit of the powered group. There existed different sub-categories

within this group which was maioly identified from the occupation as mentioned in
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the earlier sections. Besides the Farmers, labourers and petty traders were also

considered the lower class.

6.3.3 Emergence of Society Elite

The decline and fall of Mughals led 1o the decline of associated institutions; and
gradually a new society emerged on the ruin of the old social order. This became
more clear by the last decades of the ningteenth century. Rules and policies followed
by the British in different times gave rise to different classes in Bengal. The
emergence of such classes, specially the soctety elite, was the result of colonial -
administrative policies. Those who achieved success through their association with the
British were the leading members of the new society. The local people nearest to
power became society elite. Result of their individual success later perpetuated to
other family members. Many of them formed the lower stratum of the colonial
administration, and the higher stratum of the emergent local middle class (Islam,
1821, p. B1}). Four pacticular grovps are foond w0 be emerged in Dhaka oot of the
mentioned categories as the social elite group daring the late 15th and early 20th
century. These groops are the resolts of different policics taken by the rulers in

differant gimes.

a. Zaminders, lakherajders and progenitors of royal cocrtiers as usually formed the
topmost class. The legal basis of the landed aristocracy was the Permanent Scttlement
Act, introduced by the East India Company in 1793, Previously, zaminders were
basically revenue collectors who did not owe the land. The land ownership lied with
the imperial government under which they were petty administrators. But under the
new acl, zaminders were given the land ownership too {Kammuddin, 1970, p. xxxiii).
The company wanted w increase the income from land by conferring the right of
proprietorship while fixing the revenue in perpemity. The rate of revenue fixed on
land was high encugh to abolish the petty zamunders and fendal lords. Anybody
could buy zaminderi under this act and peasants lose their right on land as it became

zaminders properly.

The zaminders used to carefully maintain their social status, they encouraged inter-
marriage among members of similar families. They also took it up as their
responsibility to get involved in varipus social actrvities. For example, many
zaminders living in Dhaka were known for their chanty works and donations towards
the development of Dhaka (Mamun, 1993). Many of them coltaboraled with the
colonial government on many grounds and extended their cooperation to the British

govemment. Soms of the zaminders of Dhaka and Pabna during the Sepey Mutiny in
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1857 supported and actively helped the Company. They did it purposefully to survive
and to retain their own supremacy in the society {Mamun, 1986, p. 99). The
government also showed it appreciation by awarding them titles, such as *Maharaja’
10 Survakanta of Mymensingh, "Nawab' to Abdul Gani of Dhaka etc. The zaminders
were also nused to be nominated by the govermment as members of the Local Boards
or municipalities. Mamun (1986) identifies this group to be totally dependent on

colonial systemn, without effective role in social mobility,

b. The currency chaos occurred in the 18th century due to the Batish domination
over the economy and land system. But its origin goes back to the 17th century when
the value of a coin was determined by its metallic content. Every megion had its
individual currency which needed to be exchanged. There were seven types of
currencies in vogue in Dhaka's market, of which Arcot was the major. Sicca, another
currency retain its original value only for a year; after this, batfa or discount had to
be paid on it. Since govermment revenue was collected only in sicea, all currencies

had to be converled to sicea for revenue payment (Islam, 1991).

It required a degree of specialization to deal with the currency exchange. This gave
tises to currency dealers as a kind of first generation bankers. Many people were
involved in various types of currency business soclally who were known as seths
{money lender), sarrafs {(mongy exchanger), potdars (Jewlers), banias (merchanty and
mahagjans {pawn man). The seths and banfas who were the big capitalists mainly
controlled the market. As bankers they nsed (o issue Aundies or bills of exchange.
All the members of this curtency dealing class were not egually influential in the
market. For example, the sarraf’s who basically dealt with batta system rather than

tsswing hundis had no significant capital compared to those of seths and barias.

Money-lending was a significant phenomenon even in the 17th century. Under the
nawabs, brokers became very rich through banking transactions. With prosperity,
specially the Hindu merchants like Jagal Seth and Umichand, held influence over the
nawabs and the society (Karim, 1992, p. 64). Jagat Scth was the nawabs principal
revenue collector. He used to make up the revenue of the defavlting zaminders and
later recover it on ten percent interest. Many like him used 1o lend the zaminders,
traders and even the Nawab. For example Nawab Aliwardi Khan often borrowed
money from Jagat Seth to finance his military operations against the Marathas. Alter
the bactle of Plassey, Jagat Seth lent Mir Jafar more than five million of rupees in
accordance with an arrangement with theCompany (Karim, 1992, p. 67). Umichand

was another famous bania who was later appointed as diwan (tax collector) under the
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nawab. It is no wonder that these money lenders became so powerful that sometimes

they even influenced the administrative dicisions.

This growp’s influence continued under the colonial mile. They used to stand
financial security to revenue farmers, zamindars and talzqdars at high interest rates
which earned them huge wealth (Islam, 1991, p. 83} The deadline for revenue
payment was strictly maintained by sun-set law. The slightest delay would have put
the zamindery at stake. This sometimes compelled the zaminders to bormrow money
from these currency dealers for paying government revenue punctually. Moreover,
the revenue fixed under the Permanent Settlement Act was quite high, and in many
cases small zaminders could not collect it from their subjects in time. The luxurionus
lifestyle of many zaminders also made them indebted lo this money-lenders.
Therefore, “It wifl not be an exaggeration to remark that by the end of the 18th
century most zaminders and talugdars of eastern Bengal fell indebted to the seths and
banias of Dhaka (Islam, [991, p. 80).

The Europeans were also dependent on this community since they were ignorant of
the local weight and measurement system, as well as the monilary exchange and
marketing system. Therefore, not only the local zaminders, talugdars or revenue
payers but many of the Evropean traders and administrators were also indebted to this
class. Members of this class on many occasions used to make money contributing 1<
different social and development works which was basically done in favour of the
British government. This benefitted the Company and the company in return
somelimes pul the responsibility for mamtaning law and ocder and revenue collection
upon them. These made them a privileged and powserful community in Bengal, Thus

the currency dealers held some control and respect in the society.

¢. Permanent Settlement Act benefitted the high caste Hindus whe were already liked
by the British for their performance and obedience. This growp included the
mercantile class, who were always in advantagious position even durng the
Mughal With this act, land became esteemed as the greatest private property, and
anyone having money could buy it. This offered the marcantile class and office
amlas the opporunity to rise up socially through buying zamindari as zaminders
held the highest status in the society. This was inspite the fact that land management
was less profitable than trading, money lending and money exchanging. Instead of
developing capitalistic outlock like the British, the moneyed people adored the
aristocratic value system which persisted inspite of radical changes in the social

structure under the impact of colonial rule (Islam, 1931, p. 82}
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Zammders like Matharanath Das, Jiban Krishna Roy, Madan Mohan Basak etc.
primarily upgraded their status by huge land. Mathuranath was basically a poddar
who had a mint andwas involved in batta system. Later with economic prosperity, he
staried to issue hundis. According to Mamun (1993}, though he became rich, yet he
could not achieve a respectful position in the socigty. The reason was that he did not
own any zamindery. It was only his son Madhusudan who staned o buy zamindery
and the family ultimately achicved the revered position in the society. Anada Chandra
Roy was ap influential lawyer of Dhaka before becoming a zaminder, After his
prasperity in law business, he bought the zamindery of Armenian Zarminder, Luocas.
He was also the first elected chairman of Dhaka Municipal Aulhodty. Jiban Krshna
Roy, probably the most influential zaminder of the early 19th century, was the son of
a trader who booght zamindery ocut of businzss profit (Mamun, 1993, p. 82).
Hafizunllah, an uncle of Khwaja Atimullah, the founder of Dhaka's nawab family,
advised the later in his death bed to withdraw all capital from business to invest in
zaminderi, mainly in chars (Over islands). Amiruddin Daroga camed lot of money as

a police officer ans then bought land propenies and declared himself a zaminder.

d. The Bengali middle class was born out of a peculiar socio-economic
transformation which started with the colonial rule Chakrabany (19%2). The
centralized administration policy of the British Government created many
government jobs in the sectors like law, revenue, health, communication, police ete.
These were opened for the local people with a knowledge of English. With the
creation of new jobs as a result of the expansion of the colonial state apparatus,
English education became more and more important. The Bengalies, the Vishayi
Bhadralok {materialistic gentlemen) accepted the English education readily and
formed the first generation of educated middle class (Chakrabarty, 1992, p. 174). T.
B. Macauley was a member of the Supreme Council of India. Hiz minutes of 1835
which launched English education and knowledge in India opened the way for the
growth of westemnized Indian middle class. Its objectives was imparting ‘to the native
population the knowledge of English literature and science through the medium of
English language ... to form a class who may be interpretors between us and the
milliens whom we govern. a class of persons, Indian in blood and ¢oleur, but English

in taste, ..

The invigorated class who became acquinted with the Western education and hence
culture mainly joined the other already privileged community of Bengal. They started
to become doctors, lawyers, teachers, police officers and writers under the British
education system. which made them familiar with the Europeans” lifestyle. They tried

to imitate those as a bid to become 3o called civilized in mannsr and attitude. This
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affinity for westemn culture, education and lifestyle gave rise to another social class.
This group, westemn or European in thoughts and ideas contributing in the creation of
a modern Bengali society, was called baboos or bhadraloke (gentleman). The neo-
literate Hindus of mid and late 19th century of this region basically formed this class.
Dr. Misra presented a vision about this class, “rew functional groups arose with an
increase in the size and variery of business. They included for example, engineers and
overseers, fechricians and supervisors, managers and inspectors, deputies and

assistants" {Bhuiyan, 1993).

Mamun (1986) identifies their characteristics as being directly or indirectly
dependent on land, but the majorily of them remained in the job. They also used to
maintain contact with their rural erigin and spend the eamings from services on land.
Many of them came from well olf and influential families. This middle class was a
resultant group of oriental conservation and oxidental liberalism. They lended to be

wise, hberal representative of people but at the same time superior to them.

Another rural-based group was also added to this class. This group migrated to the
urban areas and became eligibile for government and other salaried job through
education. This group mainly included the progenitors of the decaying middlemen.
Other middlemen whe dealt with the farmers came into light due to the expansion of

commercial agriculture and jute boom.

The middle class gradually starled to occupy a significant position in the society dus
to their interaction with the British, connection with the administrative policy and the
know how. They became the intelligentsia, moneyed people and new landlords in
Bengal and the automatic leaders of the society. As intellectuals they created a society
of their own and hardly disseminated their knowledge to the masses (Kamruddin,
1970, p. xxxii). This nullified the ideas of mid-nineteenth century educationalists who
believed that if education began at the top, it would infiltrate to the masses.

The Muslims were confused and reluctant to readily accept the new ideas brought by
the British and newly educated Hindu nationalists around them which sometimes were
radical. Failing to realise the reality of time they were contained and besieged with a
nostalgia of their past glory. Thus they were confined within their own community,
being shut off from all ongoing developments. Chakrabarty (1992, p. 177) identilies
another reason responsible for this negative attitudes to be the econormic
backwardness. The majority of the Bengalt Muslims could not afford and did not
want to take up English education. However their economic situation started to

improve with the agriceltural expansion.
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Chakrabanty (1992, p. 177) further remarkes that a limited number of upper class
Muslims were educated in english; nevertheless it did not become popular among the
general muslim population imitially despite encowragement from all quarters. In
competitive situations, Muslims were in a backward position due to their non-
enthustastic and conservative attitude to embrace the social mobility. The 1857 Sepoy
revolulion siaried in Bengal and ultimately spread all over the India. This resulted into
the change of ruling system, when the British Government replaced the then East
India Company. Thereafter, the British administration faced the Muslims with their
hostality and early attempts to resurgence. As a result, the government gave
sympathetic look to the problems of Muslims and adopted several policies 1o
encourage them to take up education, jobs and thus to become an active part of the
society and administration. Thus in the carly cenmry, Muslim middle class truely
slarted to emerge and gain mmfuential pesitions in Dhaka’s civie, social, economic,
political and cultural scenaro. This process was aided more with the shor-lived

partition of Bengal and the establishment of an University in Dthaka.

6.4 Summary

A cumpn;,ha:nsive study of socio-economic transformation in Dhaka in this chapler
identified the urban influences. The late 19th and early 20th c¢entury Dhaka is
marked by a social change giving rise to different classes. British administrative
policies had atfected various spheres of the society creating new ways of living. These
incorporated the changes in the political field, new system of education, pattern of
services and eccupation ete. All these influenced the socio-cultural dimensions of life
of the indigenous society. Thus a social reformation entailed vartpus social groups.
These new classes were pliant to the colonial customs and norms. However, the study
eingenders the forces that were explicated in the builtform of the prerogatory groups.
The following chapier on the basis of the findings of this chapter atempts to unfold

the influences that lie in the formation of houseform under the colonial doctrine,
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Chapter Seven
SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE LATE 19TH AND EARLY
20TH CENTURY MULTI-COURT HOUSES

7.1 Introduction

In Bengal, emergence of urban classes specially the society elite during the late 19th
and early 20th century is a direct consequence of colonial rule. This emerging class,
alceady having influences in the society by dint of their wealth and henour, gradually
infiltrated into the city's administrative machinery. This phenomenon found |
expression m different ways, such as the way of Jiving, the style of living, the place of
living; sometimes these revealed grandeur and magnilicience of this prerogatory
group and sometimes expressed very much utilitatrian spatial layout due to trade and
economy. Nevertheless, their houseform concomitant with the social life divulges the
concurment socio-cultural phenomena. An atiempt to unfold the extent of influence
on houseform reveats that the apparent grandeur of the houses seems to be expressive
of the power of imperialism and the utility be the gxpression of commercialism. But
the planning features construe the inherent norms and knowledge of tradition. The
multi-court houses, though mostly palatial in scale and appearance as originated by a

particular elite group, ultimately explicates the long established traditional layout.

7.2 Architectare in Bengal under the Colonial Rule

The architectural style in Bangladesh coherent with its culture, climate and society
took thousands of years to evolve. Throughout this passage of time, it envisaged
different influences knowingly visible in Buddist monasteries and in Hindu temples
upto the 11th century A, later, in the Mushim Sultanate period during 13th to 16th
century, and under the Mughal rule from 16th to 18(h century. All these phases show
a sympathelic attitude towards the architecture of Bengal, which was congruent and
coherent with the local demand. About the Mughals, Muktadir & Hassan (1985)
remark that they used their knowledge inherited from their central Asian ancesiors
without giving much attention to the socio-cultural meeds of the indigenous
population. Sympathy to the vernacular was limited to the consideration of local

materials and climate only.

Introduction of British colonial power in Bengal created a deviation from the
architecrural styles, as it overlooked the architectural continuity of this regien. Hence,
introduction of some new styles and architectural forms had been observed which

were attempted to made compatible with this culture. Haque (1988, p. 25) remarks
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that two hundred years of British colonial rule in the sub-continent had severed the
continuity of Bengali socio-cultural life and economy, including the developement of
architecture which pror to the advent of Mughals and the British had & rich tradition
expressed in the monastcries, temples, mosques and other built forms of the region.
Islam et.al (1985, p. 25) 1erm the influence as ‘devastating’. His interpretation is that
the activities of the colonisers guided by the sole intention of economic exploitation,
totally disregarded the culture of Bengal. Azim (1991, p. 18) also supports this view
having a similar contention as she terms it to be a ‘rupture’ in the overall architecture

of the region.

Thus through various inlluences, the colonial rule had affected the architectore of
Bengal. It introduced new social forces and life-styles which in tum influenced its
architectare. 1t was not only the initial response of the pre-existing centres and strata
that were mduced by external forces {colonial power), but also the very modem
centres were initially established by such external forces. Most changes introduced
cither directly ot indirectly by the colonial powers have been focused on the central
institution of the society (Eisenstadt, 1966, p. 110). In this continent this was seen in
the centralised administralive set-up enhanced by the new education system, economy,

customs, values ate,

During the colonial perod, Calcutta, as mentioned earlier emerged as a centre of the
Gritish rule. Therefore, early buildings built by the colonisers in Caleutta show
resemmblance with those in Britain, They were visually executed in the neo-classical
mannet popular in Europe in those days. Tslam et.al {1985, p. 25) term those (o be
the exact facsimiles of building in Europe. For example, Calculta Government House,
Serampur College and Dhaka Old State Bank.

Ahmed (1985, p. 35) describes this style as European Renaissance Lype initially
appearing in the 17th century churches of Dhaka, and subsequently applied to Lhe
secular buildings. He mentions succession of phases in archilcetural style during the
British rule. Late 18th and 19th century buildings were built with semi-octagonal or
round comers and tall dotic columns. The revival of the classical Greco-Roman
architecture adopted in mediavel Europe with salient orders classified under Tuscan,
lonic, Corinthian and Compesite became very popular in this part of the world
including Bangladesh. The new architectural elements introduced during the 1S9th
century were the semi-circular arches, the trianguiar pediment carried over semi-
Corinthian, Doric or Ienic columns and other foliated motifs in plaster. These
columnns appeared with capitals, entablature with architraves; freeze and cornices were

also visible in the colonial buildings {Rashid et.al., 19%4). Trabeated roofs with tiles
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and rafler replaced the massive vaults, pure arches were also used. A new hybod of
Mughal and Buropean style emerged in late 19th and earky 20th century. In the wake
of first partition of Bengal in 1903, this was patronized by Lerd Carzon, a great

admirer of Mughal art and architecturs,

Architecture of Bengal under the Britsh was a resultant of forces exerted by the
foreign rulers and local demands. Nagi and Khan {1995) identified a number of
maotives which determined the course of archilecture in Bangladesh to follow the 19th
century. They were, 1. the nise of Bourgoise in India, particularly the Bengali society
2. the prestige attached to the classical style 3. the government’s encouragement of
westernisation of the upper class 4. natives affiliation towards [ndian architecture
which gave rise to an apparently Gothic new imperial style developing into the so-

called Indo-Saracenic style.

However, for the local people there always had remained an inherent component or
force, the inbuilt mental map in guiding the motives, Therefore, the style evolved in
the later days was not only a facsimile; rather an exegesis of the different socio-

cultural and poitical forces.

The colonisers found their own way to fuse the architecture with this region. Climate
was the main force influencing the imported style of the British. Locally used
architecturat elements, such as overhanging eaves, wooden latice and veranda began to
be incorporaied in the British buildings which gave rise to a new type with 2 strange
mixtuce of elemenis (Islam, 1983). This is mote particular in the bungalow hovscs as
dicussed in Chapter Five. However, the transformation of bungalow architecture
exhibiting more grandeur and parmanency appears to be the later style. This is found
in mansiens and villas, and also in other administrative and commercial buildings.
Climate zlso infloenced the intetnal arrangement of buildings. When the building
refers to a local owner, the traditional spatial layout is intdnsic, though it may

ostansibly be a derivative of the colonial style.

Bengal in the later half of the 20th century experienced a major political
breakthrough. It first departed from the golonial rle in 1947 and then gained the
independence in 1971 resulting into Bengal emerging as a new nation. During its first
phase, most buoilding construction was under the governmental junisdiction which
involved no trained architect or designers. Azim (1991) remarks about the
architecture of this period as the heydey of internattonal style. The post-
mdependence phase is marked with the gradually emerging awareness of nationalism
and search for identity in all aspects including architeeture.
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7.3 Colopial Influence on Houseform

Yery little evidences of houseform can be traced back to the Mughal perod. Some
residential buildings duoring this period were made of brick which were not very
significant in number and size. The overall indigenous residential architecture
exemplified the rural pattemn of non-durable type, even the use of brock in vernacular
architecture was restricted. In fact, Moghal butldings made of permanent materials in
this region were mainly civic buildings like castles, mosques and kuttras (Mamun,
1991). Kuttras are one form of residential quarter built around a courtyard. This .
form may have originated in Weorthern India from where the rulers descended. Bara
Eutira was made in around 1822 A D, as the Mughal Governor Shah Suvja’s palace,
But after it was built, the prince gave il away to its builder and designer Abul Kashem
fMamun, 1993, p. 174% It was associated with the concept of providing a free of cost
resting place for the passers by. Twenty two shops were built arond the court of the

kuttra from which rent the maintenance cost used to be bome (Mamud, 1991, p. 8).

The advent of British and introduction of their variou:;. policies affecied the local
house form which by then was more permanent in nature. The styles as already
mentioned above about the colonial architecture Tound expression im varions
administrative, commercial and residential buildings built and maicly used by the
British occupants in this region. Among these buildings a large number of residential
buildings were built not cnly by the British but also by other Europeans and the local
elite. These buildings demonstrated the social and economic position of the owners
by its scale and grandeur. The residential architecture of this region under the
colonial rule is marked by the evolution of two patterns, the Bungalows and the

Manszions.

Bungalow: The bungalows were the first residential adoption by the colonisers in this
context. Created in contrast to the crowded indigenous ‘native’ dwelling types, the
bungalow represented a spatial seperation and expressed the social and pelitical divide
between the rulers and the masses (Desal, 1996). These were located in the mililary
cantonments as well as in civil lines. Early colonial bungalows were single-storey
structures of simple symmetric composition with a large hall in the centre. The
veranda runs around it providing climatic protection and the builtform was located in
the midst of an open land forming an entrance garden. All sanitation activities were
located on the exterual walls. This houses showed clear demarcation of zones
between the reler or 'sahib” and the native servants. The kitchen and the servants’

guarters were located behind the house as the ‘mimsahib’ ran the household with a
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multitude of native servants, Therefore, the concept of front and back found
expression in it. However, in the later days, the inception of soctal changes made the
form more imposing and grand. However, even this grandsur was emerged and
inlluenced by the local climate, materials and building technologies and special socio-

sconomic needs of the users evolved through the years in the context of the region.

Mansions: By the end of the I1%h century, the bungalow was on the threshold of
Indian acceptance both by the Europeans and the locals in the form of mansions and
villas. The early impact of colonial influence was, however, felt on the existing
dwellings in the the traditional urban amsas of India as Indians cautiously began to
adopt European aesthetics., Therefore, the ficet to undergo a wansfommation were the
facades of the traditional houses while the plan organisation remained the same.
These mansions and villas adopred the concurrent architectural styles in their outlook
and in most of the cases was owned by local aflluent class {Desai, 1996). Therefore, in
their spatial arrangement, these mansions were reflective of the long established
traditional tastes and values. These palatial buildings adopted classical orders
externally. The spatial armangement was cellular in nature having courtyards inside for
both functional and climatic reasons. The entry is usuvally from the south, emphasis
on axiality is alse visible. Thus essentially an indigenous spatial arrangement was
draped with alien elements in most of the houses. An inward looking house was
blended with the colonial extrovert typology. Therelore, most of the houses are found
to have veranda running around and at the same time an iner courtyard. It had spaces
like entrance perice, living room furnished in European style which are descended
from the European style. This style converged with the local sense of privacy for
women, living habits, eating habits etc. as Azim (1991) refers to the kitchen (o be the
last to be affected as the eating habits remain the last bastions of a true authentic

ereffure,

These residential typology can be identified in a different manner, the emergence of
court type and pavilion type houseform (introver and extrover) as discussed in
Chapler Five; the sscond one was the result of the British land policy of plot sub-
division giving rise to demarcation of site with a distinct boundary wall. This also
encouraged the adoption of bungalow stylz, being extroverl in nature. Azim (1991)
identifies the bungalows to be the most interesting of the British structures. In fact,
bungalows were the most forceful builtform of the British era which allected the local
houseform. But this was basically an adaptation of European taste into the local
context. In the Ieng run, the styles of bungalows became the populist style for the
local builders.



The second forma does not replicate a Britsh ¢ottage, but incerporates elements such
2s the veranda running along the noth and south of the buildings, which were
primarily climate responsive. Intreduction of curvilinear extended pitched roof or
bangla chala in the bungalows is another example of climatic responsiveness which is
basically an inheritence of the indigenous innovation. Living patterns of the British
were also not replicated in the Internal spaces of their howses. The placement of
kitchen and servants quaners at the back away from the main building distingtiishes
the segregation of space domains into fromt and back, formal and informal
(Imamuddin, 1984).

According to Azim (1991}, neither the indigenous elite nor the British built totally
rational houses, where form and function could not be exiricated from each other.
Superfluous elements are visible in both kinds of buildings. The local people had
gxprassed their affluence and association with the rulers by 2 superflugus use of

omamentalion, imitation of Buropean patterns blended with native styles.

As apainst this, a general urban house type evolved in this region which was occupied
by the general mass of local people. This housefarm, neither superfloous nor grand
also exhibits a rural to wrban transformation. This formm has already been discussad

{see Chapter Five).

7.4 Courtyard Houses

In Bengali houses, cowryard is the focus of all household and socio-cultural activities.
Therefors, this space also became the centre of the spatial arrangement. This
arrangement is much evident in the rural houses. Sometimes a court characterises a
family uast, i.e. a single court house consisting of an individual family, wheras
multiple courls can express a number of families. Expansion of fumily is physically
expressed by the addition of courlyards sprrounded by similar activities. In urban
scenario, the role of a courtyard from its socio-cultural point of view necessarly

remains the same. In fact, it is such an element that retains its values unchanged,

7.4.1 Court in a Changed Context

Introduction of court houses in urban context manifests various components such as
values, culture, climate, location, economy ete. Therefore, also in the changed milien,
the conceptual image of a house around a court guides the indigenous design
decisions. In modem context, house form retains more compact and dense character

than its rural counterpart due to the limitation of urban land, commercial value of
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land, rigid road layout and availability of madem materials and technique etc. But the
socio-cultural values of the urbanites are not far from those of the rural inhabitants
from where most of them had migrated. Therefore, they retain the similar spatial
concept as with that of the rural people. Changes occur in the construction type,
selection of a more permanent material, connection between rooms through veranda
etc. Very often, the house extends venically to become multi-storied, still around
around an mier court and retains the conceptual relationship with the ground. Even
in some cases where scarcity of land is very much evident, courts are found in the
form of open terraces on the upper floors {case 9). Here the symbolic (ransformation

13 observed,

The entry into an urban houss is often goided by the road network except along the
rver where houses would prefer the riverview and therefore a promenade. Otherwise,
it is basically a spontansons growth. The traditional concept of sowuth-facing layout
thus becomes not always easy though atempts are always made. However, the long
established climatic consideration remains in the intermal amangement of spaces

around the court.

The entry leads to the formal parl synonymous with the front or public domain of the
house. If space permits it to a small ¢ourt fronted by a veranda. This again directs
toward the inner courtyard. There may be other entdes from sccondary roads if there
arz mere than one rad along the site or through a narrow passage bypassing the
main outhouse. These secondary entries are directed to the inner court or the

informal or private part of the house.

In the ground Noor, ooms are arcanged around this mner couet. In the apper Noots
if any, a continuous veranda is provided inside facing the couri which acts as the
major and sometimess the only circulation space connecting the rooms. Usually the
main staircase is located near the outhouse. In case of necessity, depending on the size
of the house and conliguration of the plot, other internal straics are added. Rooms are

arranged one afier another along fronling the veranda,

7.4.2 Courtyard os a Moduolator of Environment

In Bengali houses the courts play more of a secie-culmral role. But it alse warrants a
very significant rele in creating a pleasant micre-climate. The introvert house type in
urban context is provided with necessary light and ventilation from within the cour.
In addition to providing light and shade, it acts as a ¢cool sink allowing the coeler air

to gather at night. During the day it is shaded by its surroundings and the warm air
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tises thus creating a lower pressure which induces air changes in the adjoining rooms
and spaces (Mallick & Huda, 1996), House in a warm-humid climate, as in Bengal,
require a conslant exchange of air i.e. ventilation for thermal comfort. Therefore,
buildings are necessary to be opened up to breezes (Koenigsberger). It enhances the
suitability of the arrangement of rooms around an open courtyard. Due to such
courtyard arrangement, most part of these houses have single room depth with a

veranda for a single court which also allows very good cross ventilation.

7.4.3 Conceptual Manifestation

Conceptually the houses display spatial distribution similar to that as in the traditional
houses ( see Chapler Four), The living room replaces the “katchari® or outhouse., The
inner part remains within the female domain consisting of multifaricus howsehold
activities. The access inside the house 15 restriced. Here court is an intermediated space
between the habitable rooms- the private territory and the living rooms- the public
territery. Morcover, court is a multipurpose space since it entails various functions
and activities. It is the centre of all household activities as in the traditional layout and
at the same time remains the place of intimate social interaction. The tradtional
festivals and ritaals usuvally take place in the court. Rooms, if not directly accessible
from the cour, still sustains a conceptual relationship with it. The image of the house
relained similar values since the concept of privacy, position of women in the family,
rituals, norm etc remained unchanged even in the urban scenario. Therefore changes

rematn anly in their physical manifestation.

7.4.4 Typology

Two types of courl houses can be observed in Dhaka. The first one ts the single-court
house where the rooms are arranged atound = single inner court with or without a
frontyard; other one is the multi-court house where there are two or more courlyards
m a single house. Single-court hounse is derived from bungalow and traditiona! houses
where the builtform is small compared to the site area; functions are limited and the
size of the house and number of rooms are less. Or there may be small scale houses
where a limited number of rooms are possible to arrange around a single court due to
the shorlage of urban land. In seme cases, a large site area may retain a single court

inside, which would be grand in scale incorporating multifarious activities,

On the other hand, multi-court houses are wsually either very large or very narrow
and long. The use of courtyands in this houses depicts the similar arrangement in their
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relationship with reoms. But the overzll grouping may vary according to different

ZONES,

7.5 The Multi-Court Houses

7.5.1 Physical Components

Multi-court houses are found all over Old Dhaka. Two distinct patterns of such
houses can be discerned. This calegorization criginated from the site confliguration as
discussed in Chapter Five. The first category of multi-couct houses are the large
mansions and moderate villas usually on good proportioned rectangular plots. The
other type of multi-court house is the lingar type built on narrow and long plots on

streels with remendous commercial valoe.

The f@rst categoy rctains a repular site layout along the mahalla street. However, in
many cases the sub-division of plots gives rse to lanes and by-lanes and thus reduces
the site area. However, the house generally retains a symmetrical paltern, specially in
the living zone {case 3, 6). Symmetrical layout is broken in the inner zones for
reasons like climatic, functional, topographical ete. though it is retained in the overall
patiern, The main entry leads to a lofty space - the entrance lobby which direets to the
living room. In some cases the house is placed with certain set back from the entry to
the site, forming an entrance court (case 2,6,13}). This entry and living room along
with the adjacent ceurtyard form the formal part of the house, This part also contain
small sized guest reems and offices (case 1, 5) and sometimes guard rooms near the
entry (case &}, The living room, however, leads to the inner pam of the house, more
specifically to the inner count. The physical amangement of rooms around the cour is
similar to that of the traditional houseform which depicts rooms around the court with
veranda. Similar layout is repeated in the successive couns. The comnection between

courts 15 usnally through comidors which 1s the gap between rooms.

The rear courtyard retains services and ancillary facilitics while the inner count is
usually preserved for the main functions of the court .This is usually surrounded by

the habitable rooms used mainly by the family members.

It many houses, a secondary entry prevails which serves the rear court or acts as a
private access within the house. This is mostly facilitated by a sccondary road adjacent
to the site. There can be more than one secondary entrics. There also remain more

than one stairs in multi-court houses which are ideally located to serve individual
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group of rooms arcund the courtyard. Some of the rooftops on the upper floor

become terraces aither overlooking the inner coun or the front road.

In the second type of mwlti-couvrt houses, the houseform is the result of commercial
forces shaping the sub-division of plots. A regular residential plot with commercial
potentiality, sub-divided linearly along itz depth to give road fromtage to all sub-
divided plots gives rize to a linear plot and hence an elongated pattern of houssform
(case 7.8,9,100,

Entry to the house is through a side alley like corridor or front room. The house is ‘
divided into three segments; the commercial part facing the street, the residential pan
in the middle and the service zone consisting of toilets and washing arcas at the rear
part (Imamuddin et.al,|93%9), The lincar corridor gives access to different zones and
courls through corridors. Access from the court to the rooms in most of the cases is
direct without the transition of veranda which is not possible to provide in the site,
sometimes as narrow as O ft (case study 107 Even in the upper fAoors, individual stair
keads to individual group of rooms thus introducing more than one siair in the house.
Upper floors are mostly habitable spaces. Terraces are alse common. Couns are
nsuaily very small in size and virtually act as light wells and ventilators; sometimes
corridors instead of verandas and rooms traverse the courts. Rooms usually do not
open to the court but to the comidor which connects all the rooms. Only windows are

placed facing the court (o invite light inside the rooms.

7.5.2 Socio-Cultural Components

Of the two types of multi-court houses, the first type, the mansions and villas were
inhabited by the society elite, the affluent group of people and nobles related to
administration, agriculture and trades, or people from other cultures like the
Europeans, the Armenians or the Norh Indians. The other type was mostly occupied
by petty businessmen and craftsmen or people from specific occupation groups
{Rahman, 2 193§}, However, both these forms divulge the inherent nature of the

society and the sccial class, reflective of the concurrent socio-cultural phenomena.

These residential buildings were built in the tate 19th and early 20th century. This was
a time when Indo-Sararcenic style had set firmly on Indian architecture where
classicism became obvious. Dhaka being an important centre in colonial set up could
not escape the forces. The residential buildings of this period showed traditional
courtyards and conceptual grouping in their layout and classical sxpression in the

fenestration. In other words, this was visibly an Indian style enabling the local
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sponsos to acknowledge their cultural roots and life style; at the same time it adopted
the imperal style in appearance which was approved by the colonial power (Mowla,
1995). Thus this new style preempted the local royal and rising elite to adopt it to
meet a dual purpose of being faithful to both tradition and power.

Celonisers identificd their power with the erection of superb buildings in classical
styles. However, the implaniation of one type of building in another climate with
different types of materials was not without difficulties. The European prototype used
as full-scale model on which spaces were added and functional modifications were .
made. These manipulations of forms and images of glory had a vast appeal to the
neo-glite of the Indian society, The emancipated individoal rising to lead the society
in spite of being born as a native endeavored 1o consolidate his social positon and the
newly acquired status by adopting a taste for things western; residences being the

most visible and expressive of these (Hag, 1993, p. 1).

Since the colonial powers or indigenous rulers were interested in maintaining the
political loyalty of the population, they aimed at mainiaining a relatively passive type
of obedience and identilication, and whenever possible ready to utilize existing
traditional loyalties or to lransfer them to the new setting without much change in
their basic social and cultural orientation (Eisenstadt, 1966). However, many forces
either social or political, inflluenced the physical form, specially the houscform. In
fact, houseform during this time was the derivative of forces including mawenal and

non-materal components.

a. Administrative

During the late 19th and early 20th century the urban elite group and the middle
class started to show some opposition to the colonisers, and at the same time became
mote open and receptive to them. This resulted in their increasing participation in
civic activitiss, contribution to infra-structure development and involvement in
municipality admimsiration. Dhaka Municipal Committee was officially established in
1864 and the first elected municipal authorty was formed in 1884, The election was
held for 14 posts and mostly zaminders, rich traders and educated professionals got
glected. Ananda Chandra Roy, the famous lawyer of Dhaka was the first elected

chairman of Dhaka Municipal Committee (Mamun, 1993).

Dme to political, administrative, commercial and sometimes social reasons the local
elite began 1o interact with the British. Such interactions illuminated them with western
ideas, life-styles and colure which were ultimately reflected in their own ways of life.

For example, the European ways of celebrating various festivals, ball-dances held in a
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large room, attracted members of this ¢lile group too. Introduction of large open
spaces, entrance lobby and hall tooms ete. in the outhouss is a consequence of this
gocial predilesction. Ruplal House is a good example, where both oriental and
occidental cultural programmes used to take place in presence of music connoiseurs,
invited local and Eurgopean guests. In 1888, Lord Duffrin in his visit to Dhaka joined
the ball-dance party in Ruplal’s house (Mamun, 1993). To welcome him, even a silent

competition was there regarding which house had a proper hall to hold the reception

party.

b. Ownership

Bungalow style sometimes had been followed in the local mansions. In some cases,
such houses were originally built by the Europeans like the Armenians, the French or
British traders, and later was bought by a local affluent. Ahsan Manzil, the most
famous palatial house, was originally used by the French. Zaminder Ali Mian bought
the house and repaired it. The internal spaces of the Manzil were reflective of western
way of living even when it was under the Nawabs. It appeared to be a very large
bungalow palace with big living room, libracy, biliard moom ete. All the rooms were
furmnished in Eurcpean manner which was the evidence of populist influence imported
by the Eurgpean of that time. Simtlarly Ruplal house, another famous mansion, was
also bought by a local money lender from an Armenian trader and extensions wene
nade later (Maman, 19931

¢. Education

The formal system of edocation imported by the colonial mlers brought in new
thoughts and ideas to the local people. The European manners, their ways of living
and social dealings infiltrated into a particular proup of people through their
exposure to books and medias, visits 1o Europe and also through the interactions at
various levels and capacities with the Enropeans. Since the education allowed them to
climb the higher ranks in the administrative ladder, their access to the Evropean
sociely and familiacsation wilh the life-style became maore obvious. Theeefore, their
paraphrasing of the colonial style in houseform created a vocabulary which was
ostansibly dual in nature. At the same time, exposure to western education arouse the
concept of nationalism among the Bengalis. This led them to the formation of
political parties which fought for self reliance and eventually independence from the
British. The elite and urban middle class were in the forefront of this movement.

Cuthouses plaved a significant role in facilitating such movements, meatings eic.



d. Rituals and Festivals

Traditional festivals and rituals of Dhaka recounis its glory during that time, many of
which is still extant. For example, the Muslim ritwal of 10th Moharram (Ashura) had
been celebrated with joy and ecstacy from the time of Mughal empire (Karim, 1992},
The Nawabs used to celebrate all the Muslim festivals and led processions with greal
enthusiasm. These continued under the patronisation of the local leaders even afier
the Nawabs werc gone {Sarkar, 1992). The long procession of thousands of people
camrying the symbolic elements, cenotaph was magnificient in its mood and attirude.
This was headed by the local leaders which aggrandised the cheerfulness of the ritual.

Processions were usually overlooked and cheered from verandas and terraces by the
women and children. The general people used to gather in a chawk or in front of the
houses of the local elite which had a great bearing on the design of the public part of
the house. Thase rituals though religious in origin, were imespeetive of a particular
religion in its celebration. For example, the Hindw rituals like Durga Puja, Lakshmi
Fuja etc. were inseparable part of the sociely and people from other religions also
nsed to enjoy the occasions. The deities were designed wath fine craftsmanship.
Individual deities and puja mandapas were established in different houses of the
Hindu local elite. Gradually this became a tradition for them to maintain this riwal on
their own expenses, where the social intention of mass celebration was more inherent
than the religious one. The outer court of the multi-court houses used to serve as the

place for ritnals and festzvals.

Besides religious festivals, courtyards also played an imporlant role regarding secular
social activities. Programmes pertaining to marriage, birth and childhood cereminies,
and even death is centereqd around the courl. Marnage ceremony in both Hindu and
Muslim is celebrated with great enthusiasm having a strong social valoe, The
ceremonial activities (Gaye Halud, Sat Pak) nesseciated largs open space. Even in this
social context, the segregation of male and female guests in such ceremonies were
obvious which used to take place according to division of courts. Therefore, in the
spatial arrangement, the social forees are intrinsic revealing the long established

traditional demand.

Cock light was another social festival. Many zaminders and aristocrates were fond of
observing this. Usually these took place in streets, chawks or formal courts. To
accomodate these social incidents, the design enhanced the consideration of an ouler
courl which was comparatively large than the other courts inside Kite Mying was a
very popular leisure activity and a seasonal festival which needed open lield. But in

urban context, due to the scarcity of land roof terraces substituled the open field.
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¢, Division of Domains

There grew up an urban middle class whose residential expectations were determined
parily by the norms of the rural based elite living in the city (the so called landed
geniry) and partly by the techno-economic possibilities prevailing in the cities
themselves (King,1974). Westernisation infloenced both the public and private
domains of living, behaviour and activity. Opposite pull of tradition and
westernisation forced the urban middle class to assume a duoal life-style. Their
dichotomous values found expression in the domestic design and living. Bouvndary .
was drawn between the formal and informal activity arcas within a hc:u_se

corresponding to the two opposite patterns and life styles.

The traditional family pattern of joint nature engendered the houseform of an
extended type reguiring numerous rooms for the family vse. The permittance inte the
privale couns was determined by the degree of relationship of the member with the
houss ownet. Moreover, the sense of privacy was also synonymous with the
demarcation of male and female, therefore, in general, women had the admittance to

the mnternal courls whereas men had selective adminance.

Therefore, privacy, male-female distinction, segregation of services etc. were some
long lasting values and symbols which found expression in the demarcatiop of
different zones. In this region, the female has always been treated to be confined
within the boundaries of the house. Therefore, the inner court serves more & social
purpose of providing privacy than other physical demands. Three distinct types of
activity patterns are inherent in the traditional set up - formal or public, informal ar
private and services. In multi-court houses, the seperate courts perform these three

types of activities. Thus heir location is automatically guided by this domain concept,

f. Material and Climate

Acvailability of material alsc infllnenced the archileerural style. Brick as a local material
instigated most of the local buildings including the palatial buildings to be made in
brick. Brick as a material was mors parmanent in nature, regional in Mavour; although
in many of the bungalows, wood was sxtensivly used. It was enhanced by the fact that
some of the elite possessed brick fields and thus could make a good use of it. For
example, Radha Ballav, son of Ruplal first established the brick field in Dhaka
{Mamun, 1993). The brick walls in most of the cases were claded with plaster.
Ornamentation on plaster in manyof the buildings divulged the elegance of the owner
{case study 6). This was, however, an influence ol the classical styles imported by the

colonisers. The Iocal craftsmanship is expressed in the cast iron pillers, omate railings,
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wooden carving etc. Some wooden buildings expressed the local technology using
porlin  and rafter popularly known as the Ganga-Yamuna system
{Imamuddin,et.al., 1994} wood carving etc. Even in some cases, the local technique of
rafter and purlin had been transmitted in the durable brick buildings. This was

possibly a nostalgic set up of mental mapping of the local elite (the nse of dentil).

Facilitation of ¢limate also plays a predeminant role in the courts. The depth of the
house necessilates its use. The provision of lighting and ventilation is possible in these
enormously deep houses only through the introduction of courtyards inside as a void.
Moreover, this enhances an introvert layout in the houseform which facililates every ’

group of rooms ot Zone with required light and ventilation.

g. Pasliclies

The aristocracy which could be ascended through buying zamindery was also
demonstrated in the houses of the noveau-rich. Thus a self-styled aristocrate class was
bomn who consequitively aspired to acquire all habits of an ideal civilized class- that of
their British masicrs. In fact the grandeur of the house was taken 1o be a symbo! of
prestige which encouraged the elite to have a house with mltiple courts with different

rmahals or segments.

In the superficial demonstration, the wealthy native had thier houses decorated with
Connthian pillars and [illed with English furniture (Heber, 1820). The daughter of a
forcign returned doctor Begum Shaista Ikramullah's description further explains the
attimde of these class. ... our house was furnished to look exactly fike an English
house. In the drawing room, there were heavy sofas, .. lace curtains, gleaming brass
and silver, ... The dining room had a fairly massive side-board .. displaying a love of
Aeavy sitver. The hail and the study were furnished in the bipical English style of the
times... (Hay, 1995). The populist fashion was engendered by several local trends.
For, hunting was very popular among the kings and zaminders from a very early date.

The display of hunting trophy in the living room an inclusion of local Laste.

h, Social Activities

Moreover, the local leaders and wealthy influencials were involved in various
philanthropic activities and charity werks. This was found in the case of Nawab Abdul
Gani who contributed moeney for several times for the belterement of the city
(Mamun, 1993}, Sometimes, this charity works were done openly to pronounce the
gracefulness of tlie influentials. Regarding this, the outer court was used for the

agglomerated gemeral mass, whom the elite visited from a grand veranda with his
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grand &nd benevolent disposition. Sometime, the outer court was also used for

community dealings like meetings, mitigating problems exc.
7.5.3 Anpalysis of Form and Spatial Arrangement

7.5.3.1 Type a

Intreduction of muliple number of courts becomes necessary when the hovse has a
large number of moms and lofty spaces. The huge and massive scale of buildings due
1o its spatial requirement champions a climatic demand to reduce its depth.
Courlyards are also used to make interiors more intimate. These give rise to a
building with many courtyards which facilitates ventilation, lighting as physical
componenls and various activities and interactions as social components. Mareover,
seperale courts can be identificd with seperate domains of a house and thus meet the
concepual and spatial demands. Houses are vsually symmetrical. Theugh the inner

part are less reflective of it

Form, zonlng and progression of spacc

The [irst category of multi-conr houses i.c.the mansions and villas are usually two ar
thres storied in height. The spatial arrangement exhibits (the multiplication of & single
court house but the concept of zoning adjusts the traditional single court type house
within the multi-cour arrangement. More to say, three distinct zones are observed in a

multi-court house typical with the traditional house as described earlier.

The formal zone or the public court belongs to the male domain. It consisis of living
racms, offices, and ruest rooms. Sometimes the fore court {case 6) and the first couart
{case 1) forms this formal group. The informal or private ¢ourt is the most enclosed
female domain. The forms the main courl with habitable rooms for the Family
members. The services court forms the third group. This sometimes contain a guest
block. Sometimes, seperate service entry leads to this zone making it less visible from

putside.

The main entrance to the building is given a grandeur in its disposition flanked by
monumental columns of Dorie, Ionic, Corinthian or Composite styles. The entrance
Iobby is usvally a lofty space. This leads to the living room and other external rooms
(Case 1, 5). This consists of the formal part of the house; the courtyard located with
this acls as a public court requiring a less stringent degree of privacy. In fact, the
living room placed with 2 set back from the main road forms the suter or fore cour.
The main entry is sometimes surrounded by ancilliary rooms like guard tooms or

guest rocms forming a cour entirely for public purposes (case 6).
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The mzin habitable rooms around another court beyond this formal part can be
identified as povate zone. This coor retains all activities relaled to the informal zone
requiring privacy from outsider. The private count of this zone is synonymous with
the infarmal cour or the female domain (case 3). The service courl is usually placed
at the mar part which location is similar to that in a traditonal house. !n case of two-
court houses, the distinction remains in the formal-informal, public and private

domains according to the concept of bipolar zoning (see Chapter Five).

Transition of space

The transition of space from counl to room through veranda remains virtualty same -as
inn the traditional court-houses. This exhibits a transition from open te sky court to the
semi-open veranda through which a covered space (room) is approached. The
trangition is also evident in the transmitance into the house. For, the public count to
the private court leads o the rooms of ultimate privacy. Here the transition is more
restricted than the transition from cour to room since it is invelved with the social
concept of privacy. Living rooms can be marked with the controlling mechanism or
‘lock® {Rapoport, 1977} between privawe and public. Imamuddin (1984) elaborates
this as he metapherically consitders the living room or the outer house as a window

towards the ooter world.

private

private

no
lock

Fig. 7.1 Lock of Spaces in Different Ways {Source' Rapopoct, 1977, p. 19)

This transition is also that of degree of privacy and the nature of the space. According
to this arguement, a court is semi-public in nature, while the veranda fronting the
court is semi-private and the rooms private. Thus the type of activities that could take

place in the courts, verandas or rooms are also defined.
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Fig. 7.2 Transition of Spaces in Multi-Court Houses { type a}
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Fig. 7.3 Relationship between Spaces (rom Courl to Lhe Reom {Type 1)

Response Lo Climale

Courts have various climatic implications according to different ¢climatic situation. As
menticned earlicr, courtyards in these multi-court houses act as a cool sink at night to
provide thermal comfort during the day time. It also provides light and ventilation.
The traditional arrangement of veranda across the single depth elongated rooms is
replicated in these urban houses. These features are very much teflective of a
conscious effort of houseform in & warm humid climate. In [lact in these large
mansions, courts are introduced to reduce the depth of the building so as to provide
adequate light and ventilation. The size and proportion of courts are therefore,

compatible with these climatic requirements.

Type b

In the second type, linear site with strictly demarcated boundary walls on either sides
provides safety for the occupant since his commercial involvements are contained
within this area. Due to densification, the horizomal expansion could only take place
backwards which was limited by the plot size. Thus vertical extensions upte four

storeys are more frequent,
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Form and zonlng

The houseform is usually more than two storied and upto four storey high. The court
n this context 15 transformed to a Jight-well since the side walls are totally blocked by
building masses of different plots which rise with a shadng wall and the void is
relatively small. The wells remain the only sources of light and air inside. Multi-courts
are introduced due o the physical and climatic requirements. But use of the courts
ultimately distinguishes the space domains, sepregatton of male and female domain,
publi¢ and povate domain etc. Since rooms are placed in a linear and progressive
manner in this typology, the court is not surrounded by rooms on all sides but are
usnally localed on two sides as the court {5 created through the break along the

continuation of rooms,

Even in this narrow linear configuration, the concept of domain evokes the
arrangement of spaces. Three distinet zones are also found here, the road front along
with commercial activities conlains the living room forming the public pant {case 8,
case 9). The central court is reflective of private domain or female domain. The
rearmost courl is lefl for services and other household activities. Even in some cases,
the courl is formed in the first Moor in the form of wermaces while the ground floor is

entirely covered {case 9.

Time Zoning

Amother type of spatial and conceptual segregation is achieved by an important non-
material tool. This is time zoning. The earlier part of the day includes the spaces
within the male domain; as soon as the male members leave the house for jobs or
commercial aclivities and thus their uses subside, the innerpart totally remains within

the female domain. Female members then uge it for various domestie purposes.

Transiton of space

The formal or commercial front is the only approach into the house. This leads to the
private court through a narrow corridor (case 9,10). The transition from open space
to enclosed space through veranda is absent in long narrow multi-conrt houses.
Therefore, rooms are accessible only through the corridor. Upper floors are mainly
used for residential purposes. Unlike Lhe previous type, continuation of connecting
veranda around the court on the upper floor is almost absent. Rather, Seperate stair
leads to separate groups of rooms around the court, But the predominant role of
courtyards in grouping the activily zones remains the same. Since the court is merely

a light well, the role of terraces is imporlant being the open recreation space,
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Fig. 7.5 Relationship between Spaces from Corridor 1o the Court and the Room (Type b

Response to Climate

Countyards in these houses are much mere functional from environmental point of
view. It acts as the main source of light and ventilation. Three seperate zones are
incorporated with courts to provide light and ventilation ta each zone. Introduction of
coutts are visible even in the form of temmaces. Due to the scarcity of open land,
terraces play the role of openness of courtyard. Here the symbolic transformation

takes place { case 9).
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7.6 Cases

CASE 1: House of Reboti Mohan

Location: Jalua nagar
Year of Construction:

Early 20ith Century

CASE 2: Ruplal House

Location: Farashgan
Year of Conslruction:

late 191h Century

CASE 3: House of Mathura Mohan Chakrabary

Location: Dayagan]
Conslruction Perigd:
Earty 20th Century

CASE 4: House of Jatindra Kumar Saha

Location: Farashganj
Consuruction Period:

Late 19th Century

CARE 5: Adi Dasanta Babu's House

Locatiom: Sotrapur
Construction Period:
Early 20th Century

CASE 6: Prasanna Babu's House

Location: Basania Kumar Das Bal. 'l [_T_Jg Ll j_!-K o n\s—I_]-'
=T WL O O Y

Farashganj m—

. , ' SR FLOOR P
Construction Period: !

20



CASE 7 Sudarsan Chakra Zew

aIiy
Location: 62, Shankhari bazaar ? .l_ ﬂ{_ " f‘_‘ . . i:ﬂ]_ll

Construction Period: = T '

N GRELOP TLOCR, B .6}
Lale 19th Century [

—:I — T T |
CASE 2: Dhbangsha’s House ——'-—J_-_L L E |
Location: 64, Shankhari bazasr ' I. |
Construction Period: ti -&Eﬂ |- - -( o T

Laie 181h Century i
- EEE'JHP TLOCK, F'L‘-"-I_‘II
CASE 9: House of Hushikesh Dhar

Location: 32, Shankharn Bazaar

- &

1 -
Late 19(h century — i

AROLHP TLOCW, LA _ea;

CASE 10: House of Prakash Chandra Dhar

Consluction Pertod:

Location: 89, Shankhari Bazaar Liz ’H—ﬁﬁ_i e ;- B 'F - ‘

Construction Perind: @ TR R

Lale 19th Century |N Mo XL 1 s | :|’

C'ASE 11: House ot Lakshi Bazaar 19 $2TF. A

T 1d J-
Localion:; 5, Mandlal Dutla lane, Lakshi Bazaar Uﬁ f'—{_
l I::._ |
o,

[
e

Construction Period: Mid 20th Century L_li |

CASE 12: House of Mangal Das e} HT\T T

Laocation: 29, K.B. Road, Gandaria _ -‘; ] L_ -

Construction Period: Early 20th L [|
Cenlury J

q.} GBI Lo

CASE 13

Location: Nawabganj

Construction Period: T it
Latz 191h Cenlury - 11?5 j
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Fig. 7.6 Space Building Morpholapy
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7.7 Summary

This chapter firstly atiempts to analyze the prevalent architectural style under the
colonial regime. More specifically it identifies the style that lied in the houseform.
Secondly the study entails the type and character of the multi-court houses. These
houses were built in diffecent parts of Old Dhaka in certain socig-culiural context as
discussed earlier. Thiz study attempts to search for the context directly influcncing

this particular house-form. In a bid to identify the basis, both spatial and contextual

analysis have been done. The search is based on the analysis of spatial arrangement

and analysis of the forces lied behind its formation. Based on the case studies in the
following chapter, this chapter draws some inferences and identifications of the spatial

and behavicurul pattern of these houseforms.
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Chapter Eight
CASE STUDIES

8.1 Introduoction

In a bid to identify the prevailing spatial patiern of the multi-court houses, a
comprehensive study has been done on Old Dhaka's examples since most of the
multi-court houses during the late 19th and early 20th century are located there.
These houses show a relationship between different spaces which is functional and the |
same time traditional. An expanded houseform due to varicus reasons exhibits the
long established cultural pattern in a transformed context. This chapter encumpasées
merely a physical deseriplions of different activity spaces which established the basis

of analysis in the previcus chapter.

8.2 Study Area

Latz 19th and early 20th century depicted an upsurge within the society which left its
mark m the architecture of the period. More specifically the houses built during the
time plausibly exhibit the social situation. Therefore, the selection of the case studies
basically depends on the time period; the locality comes next, for, the time period
alrcady demarks the concurrent growth, But the existence of multiple courts in one
house and the role they played in a panicular socia-cultural context become the most
important aspect. Multi-court houses are found in the older part of Dhaka strating its
growth during the Mughal period and part of the British period. New Dhaka started to
grow only from the begining of this century though sporadic Mughal settlements
were already there. Development during the study period underwent in many parls of
the Old city more peculiarly in the south-zast and south-west. These developments
were mostly spontaneous and done and lured by the indigenous population true to
the inherent traditional morphology. These are mostly mixed use areas. Thirteen case
smidies arc selected from Farashganj, Sutrapur, Jaluanagar, Gandaria, Dayaganj,

Lakshibazaar, Hazanbag and Shakharibazaar areas.

Farashganj, the name bears the testimony of the French inhabitants, During the 18th
century the French were involved in business in Dhaka. In 1740, the Naib-e-Nazim of
Dhaka permitted them to establish a bazar or ‘gani’ on the river. This ganj was
ultimately termed as Farashganj (Mamun, 1993). The area basically grew on two sides
of a busy commereial street elongaied east-west. The buildings are vsually oriented
north-south on this road. Some of them paralle! to the main street were a promenade

to the south along the river on an embankment built during the Mughal period.
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Many late 19th and early 20th century houses still survive in the area which is now
used either for commercial purposes as shops, offices and godown or as mulii-family

houses.,

The growth of Gandaria across the famous Duolai river and established in the 19th
century as a part of urban area was the incidence of carly 20th century. Deen Nath
Sen, the deputy inspector of the schools of East Bengal was the founder of the present
Gandana. He with two other eminent lawyers of Bengal, Ananda Chandra Roy and
Rajani Kanta Choudhory bought the vast land here. Later, only Deen Nath Sen buwilt
his residence while the other two moved from this area (Mamun, 1993}, This was one
of the carliest partially planned purely residential area occupied by lcamed middle
¢lass government officers and professionals. This is commected with Farashgan to the

west by the famous iron brdee of Sutrapur canstructed in 1828 (Mamun, 1993).

Shankhari Bazaar was developed during the Mughals who brought the Shankharies
{(conch cutters) to Dhaka; the Mughals alloted them revenue free land to encourage
the growth and trade. Trade Mounshed for a few centuries even under the colonisers.
This sitaation first exacerbaied after the padition of India with Dhaka being the
provincial capital of the Muslim majority. However, the Hindu craftrsmen are stll
dominaling the trade and commerce of the area though there exists the inerroption

of homogeneous professional pattern and occupation gronp.

B.3 Physical Description

8.3.1 Case Study - 1

House of Reboti Mohan Das: This is one of the famous and grandest mansions of
Dhaka built in early 20th century. Reboti Mohan Das's hounse is localed jn Jalua
nagar; the Dulai Khal flows to the east of this building which was also approached
fiom the water by means of steps (Ali,M.M.et.al.,1993). The owner, Reboti Mohan
Das was among the society elite; a trader who was basically involved in money
lending and also parlicipated in civic activitics, He was one of the fourteen first
elected members of Dhaka Municipal Authority (Mamun, 1993),

The building is placed with a setback of 90 ft from the main approach road which
runs on the west side of the house. The exterior exhibits a sense of grandeur in its
scale, st}rltE and proportion. The house is approached from the south through a

portico, the southern approach leads to a linear verenda or lobby space which directs
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towards the inner room through an outer living room. It alsa leads to the staircase on
the west. Another linear corridor runs on the east to connect the rooms on the north.
Another approach located on the western side exhibits the monumental scale through
the use of donble height columns. This double height lobby is flanked by massive
blocks on either sides. One is containing the stair and the other space is left for the
purpese of an inner room (Ali,M M.et.al. . 1993). This lobby directs to another living
room adjacent to the previous one. Thus the outhouse is formed through which
spaces are transferred to an inner counyard. There remains another courtyard on the
northern part of the house. A secondary entrance is evident on the north-west side
which connects the rooms through the entrance veranda. These rooms are opening to
the comidor of the north court. This courr is again connected with the previous one
by this corridor which is gquite lincar and directional. Another block projected
eastward consisting of servants and guest quarters has also formed ancther courtyard

on the south-east comer.

Thus the house has a total three courts of varions sizes; these courls are distinet with
different activity zones namely formal, private and service. The first one suggests to
be the main courl encompassing various activily spaces. But the second one on the
north is larger in size with a collonade on the river side. Moreover, rooms are simply
arranged around It instead of complexity of functions. Therefore, it may inferred that
the front court was more formal in natare than the second one, which was private.
Rooms are repeatative with varying size. Introduction of a number of stairs is a factor
of seperate Zone since each group consists of independent stair. The house ostansibly
being double storied rises upte the second floor. The first Noor contains Il'ﬂi-lil‘I]}" the

habitable rooms and terraces.

Reboti Mohan's house exhibits some external features which displays pastich for the
European sryle. It also bears the character of pavilion type architecture situated on
large plot which is mingled with the traditional inward looking architecture.

8.3.2 Case Study - 2

Ruplal House: This is an example of honses of the emerging merchant class of the
late 19th century, Ruplal and Raghu Nath, the decendants of Mathura Narth Das, a
tamous money dealer bought the house form an Armenian merchant, Aratone.
During the early 19th century Armenians were enjoying the monopoly in salt
business which made them dch and influential. Aratone was one of them. He was
fond of kite Mying, pigeon and cock fight and used to lead 2 luxurios life
([slam,1995).



Mathura Nath Das starled his currency exchange (batta) business and gradually
became rich. This motivated him to transfer the business from batta to Hundi (issuing
security bonds) which was more prestigious. But this could not eam him the dignity
and aristocracy that he longed for. Later, his son, Madhvsudan and Swarup Chandra
bought zamindery to enter the aristocratic class in the society. The zamindery along
with money dealing made them one of the most influential families of Phaka during

that time. Ruplal was the son of Swarup Chandra.

Ahmed (1939} describes that the site with an existing building was bought by Swarup
Chandra who commissioned the Calcutta based Manin Company to build them this
grand mansion. But Mamun {1993} rejects this proposition as he infers that the house
was built by Aratone long before it was acquired by Chandra who probably made
some modifications and extensions of the house. The house was considered second
only to the Ahsan manzi! in its elegance. Ruplal was a connoisier of music and hence
music soiree in the presence of society elite was a regular fearure of the house. It is
known that Lord Duffrin in the year 1888 on his visit to Dhaka came to this house to
enjoy a ball-dance party held in Ruplal house in his honour {(Mamun, 1593).

The house is located at Farashganj, on the northern bank of the river Buriganga. On
its north runs the main Farashganj road forming the main approach o the house. It is
an example of riverside mansions, usually more preferred to the clite with private
entraces from the rverside to0. The complex consists of three distinet blocks, western
one bemg Ruplal’s block, castern his brother Raghu Nath's and a central connecting
block. Of the three, Ruplal’s is the most imposing. The entrance is grand in its scale
and disposition having double height Corinthian columns with pediment and
enlablatare. The grand double height protico leads to the living room and two other
extermal rooms on either side of the living room. The entrance lobby is [lanked by
twa blocks linked by corridors. Thus a outhouse or formal part of the house is
formed. However, the Jiving room leads to the internal court surrounded by
circolation corridor to connect the serdes of rooms inside. In the ground [loor the
Ruplal’s block is not directly connected with the central block. Rather a cormidor,

plausibly a Rwak is visible which was probably left for public use.

The central block is less imposing consisting of rooms in regular order. However, it
provides & setback from the main road offering an entrance court within the three
blocks. The two archways that connect this to the east and west block are treated
differently. The western archway is topped by a gabled roof which seems to be a later
addition (Ahmed, 1983}, The eastem connecting archway reveales the similar style of
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the central block. The westem block (Raghu Nath’s block) is differently treated
externally. The westem entry facing the entrance court has no arches. The Corinthian
style columns are not that grand; rather they displays more an Indian style of crigin
{Ahmed, 1989). The northern entry lzads to the entrance lobby or veranda which
leads inside through corridor. Two courts of similar size are evident in this block
which is surrounded by corddor and senes of rooms. The same layout 15 followed in
the npper flocrs of the total building. The only sipnificant change in the upper floor

is that the blocks are connected with each other. The upper floor was mainly used for

habitable purposes.

Thus the three courts in this house bears almost similar degree of imporiance from its
zoning and privacy aspects. Another space is visible on the south of Ruplal's block,
which probably formed the service cowrt. Terraces are very sighificant with a

DANOTAMIC [iver yicw,

8.3 Case Study - 3

House of Mathura Mohan Chakrabary was localed at Dayaganj, north of Gandaria.
The owner, after hizs gradoation wsed to teach in a school. Later he esiablished the
pharmaceutical laboratory named ‘Shakil Oushadhalay' on his own residence
{(Mamun, 1993, pp.273).

The main entzance on the south creates a distance of approximately 335 ft from the
main building. The entrence veranda, unlike the previeus two cases, exhibils a single
storied arcaded space. The veranda direcily leads to the living room and is Manked by
two rooms on either sides. The eastern room leads to a collonaded corridor which
connects the rooms on the east side. There arc grand columns in this side. Instead of
characterizing the monumental entry ltke other mansions, the grandeor of this
veranda iz disposed to a negative side. ..they are located af the south-eastern comer of
the whole scheme, a location rather negative in character as they neither lead to a
meaningful distribution areq, nor do they recognise the position of an axis, with
respect to which spaces are arranged (Ali,M.M.et.al.,1993). However, this grand
comridor opens to a secondary courl on the eastern side. Another courl is located on

the north side or back of the house accomodating service spaces.

Approach and vision from the main entrance to the main court is restricted by the
introduction of stair within an enclosed space. Instead of leading directly to the mner
court, the space along with the stair leads to upper floor. A finear corridor like space

at the north, (accomedating o staircase) was probably an open cirewlation area
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surrounding an inner conrtyard {ALMM and others, 1993}, Two living rooms from
the entrance veranda lead to this enclosed space. Comidor runs on the three sides of
the central courl connecting the rooms and other two stairs on east and west. This
count can also be approached from the eastern court and the service courl. Consisfing
of the facade of pillared verandas and the rooms teading out of them, this courtyard
of moderate size and proportion displays excellent light and shading:
(Ali,M.M. et.al.,1993).

8.3.4 Case Study - 4

House of Jatindra Kumar Saha: Prasent hostel of Kabi Najrul Islam Cellege, the house
of Jatindra Kumar Saha or zamuder bari is located at Farashganj. Mr. Shaha was a big

landlord and influential person.

The approach road en the north is running very closely allowing no full view of the
house. Ali et.al,, (1993) infers that the location of the road might have been far away
from the building initially. The masn entry of the house is possibly the most
remarkable feature of the house. The grand entrance lobby with a convex plinth
projecting out of the background surface holds heavy square piers. The entrance
facade incorporating huge free-standing pillers exhibils the monumentality, being the
most identical feature. This leads to the veranda flanked by a stair and an exterior
room on either side, which is similar to thal of Reboti Mohan's house. However, the
veranda leads to the living roem, beyond which is the corridor mmning along the
coutt. The symmetrical arrangement of the entrance lobby was not followed in the
courtyard since it provides acces to the lateral rooms and the southern veranda

through the corridor.

A sccond courtyard is localed just beside the other side of an inner stair which was
probably left mainly for the women {Ali,M.M.et.al.,1993). The roems around the
second court are small in size and do not relate directly with the main court and the

hall rooms.

This court might have been used as a subsidiary area for the caretakers and servants.
The existence of another court at the north-west comer is observed which is adjacent
to the approach road and an access to it from the road is possible through the entry
from the main road. This suggests the formal part of the house {outhousse}
surrounded by rooms left for public use, whereas the previous courts served the main
purpose of accomodating the main habitable spaces. Upper floors also suggests the

similar pattern of spatial arrangement within the same grouping. Moreover, there ars
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terraces on the south and south-west comer in the first floor. Western part rises upto

the second Moor. The fourth court at the back of the house is left entirely for services.

8.3.5 Case Study - 5

Adi Basanta Babu's House: The house is located at Farashganj, at the begining of the
road bearing its owner's name who might have been a . However, the house was lawer
purchased by Sitanath Roy Choudhury who was 2 landlerd from Barisal. The house
spreads linearly having eastem entry overlooking the famous iron bridge. The house
has a traversed by an alley to the south while the north is an open space. The house i3 _
placed having a setback of approximately 13 ft from the gate. The entry is similar to
that in other houses. The entrance veranda leads to the ouler living room again upeﬁs
to an inner hall room. This inner hall transfers to the court with cotridor on each side
acting as & circumbulatory. The arrangement is symmetrical with [lanking rooms on
either sides of the hall room, living room and entrance veranda. Even (he staricase and
exisence of lwo other rooms on either sides of the courl shows the symmetricality in

arrangement.

The court is connected with another court at the middle with a corrider which is
flanked by rooms. The second court has collonaded circulation corridor around it
leading to the bed rooms and a service court at the back. The service court consists of
o narrow stair and a well leads to & terrace up. This terrace takes about a third of the
first Moor area to the west and is surrounded by high walls. The rest of the first floor

has rooms typical in plan to that of the floor below,

The detailing of the arches, round columns in the ground floor and piers on the
upper Moor blended with the iron railing expresses its elegance externally. However,
according to ils present oceupiers, the original owner could not finish the house as he

planned before his death and many works on the [irst floor remain unfinished.

8.3.6 Case Study - 6

Prasanna Babu’s Houss, 45, Basanta Kumar Das Road: Located at Farashganj, the
house displays a magnificient scale and proportion. This three storied house was built
in the late 19th cenwury. The owner, Prasanna Babu was a trader who basically dealt
with money lending and exchanging(source- local pecple). The house is locally
known as ‘bara bari® meaning the big house which is tightly termed since the house
is approximately 40 ft wide and 200 ft long. The main approach road is o Lhe south

of the building while a narrow secondary road muns along the south of the length of
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the house to the south. Though the plot size provides enough area, still the house is
built following the site line. Therefore, the main focus remains in the internal

arrangament.

The central entrance is (lanked by lower structures possibiy guard rooms on either
side leading to a cellonaded courtyard. This extemal octagonal courlyard gives access
to the internal part of the house through a series of grand steps. This leads to an
entrance lobby flanked by two small square rcoms on both sides. A central corridor
with symmetrically arranged rooms on either sides directs towards another courl.
These were the living rooms. Unlike in the previous examples, the entry is
independently guiding inside, without crossing the living space. However, this second
courl takes almost half of the width of the house, the other half consists of a stair
within an enclosed space. This court is more private and mainly used as a family
gpace surrounded by habitable rooms. A third court is connected with this family
court through corridor which is larger in size than the previous one accomodating
services around it. There are Lhree staircases distinctly localed in three different zones

- public, family and service.

The front part may have been used as a guest or office room wilh 2 road and curved
balcony with cast iron ballustrades on the upper Moor overlooking the commercial
street in front. The first Moor rises partiaily which includes the guard house on the
foremost part, the habitable rooms above the family zone and part of the service area.
The front part can be connected with the rooms through open comidor above the
colonade. The eptire floor and its dilferent zones are connected. At the rearmost parl,
another stair in the first floor leads upward 1o Lhe second floor which consists of three

rooms only probably added in a later period.

B.3.7 Case Study - 7

Sudarshan Chakra Zew, House no 62, Shankhari bazar : This house is an example of
linear growth with multiple counts which was built in the late 19th century. The owner
was a Sebayit (person who maintains the temple), the houwse has a temple on its top
fioor. But his major occupation was typical with the area; he was involved in the wrade

of shell cutting ond making shell ornaments.

The approach road runs on the south of the house; the total site has a road frontage
of only 12 M. The length is approximately 80 ft. Both sides are blocked with sharing
walls of neighbouring houses. This necessitates several courts for lighting and

ventilatien. The front part is occupicd for commercial use; therefore, a very narrow

93



)
D
14

1 | L
FIRST FLOOR FLAN
?
SECOND FLOOR PLAN
E

E
1
GROUND FLOGR, PLAN
1
1
I
_E’i' 4 ej* e Y

JSEH VICE COURT

1
]

*
Ep Era

L
AR ¥ PV T

.....Hn..N.. 3 -k #. .
ARy

e

TWO DIFFERENT PLOTS SHARING A

JCINT COURT

b Sk __ph_“. uﬁ- ._._....._.. ; Lﬂfw..ﬁ. B _._...__.z

ARTICULATION OF ZOMES

Fig B 8 Case Study ?



and linear entrance corridor leads to the inner parts of the house. A stair directly leads
from the main entrance 1o the upper floor which is used for habitable purpose. In the
ground floor, the first court is used as a supportive space for cooking and kitchen
activities since the adjacent spaces on the south are left for cooking for the entire
house. Thig is becanse of the present existence of a number of families which mrns it
as & tenement house. Originally, as a singte family house under one ownership , the
first court wag Lhe main court occupied by the family members around which there
remains an existence of rooms. The next cour is flanked by a room and a veranda.

The third and rearmost court is used for services like bathing, toilets etc.

One of the most remarkable characters of the house is that the courts are not hounded
within the two side walls. Rather, it is extended to the adjacent plot sharing another
similar court of that plot thius making the court larger. Thus the feeling of light well
is eliminated and a sense of sharing is interpreted, This marks the evidence of
previous site layout, which was basically a regular one instead of being linear. The
plot division gives rise to series of rooms 1n @ repeatative manner but the courts are
retained with their original configuration. Only the service coun remains utterly
isolated, The room width covers the entirc width of the bouse; therefore, the problem
of access to the rearmost rooms through the foremost rooms has been climinated by
the introduction of stairs in different location. This gives independent access to the
rooms. The first floor constitutes mainly the habitable rooms and terraces. The
second floor consists the temple which can be approached from the first stair located
near the entry. Even in the terrace level, the temple could be approached by the

neighbouring houses.

8.3.8 Case Study - 8

Dhbansha's house, 64, Shankhan bazar: The owner had the same occupation as with
the previous one, trade of shell cutting. The name of the original owner was Nitya
Gopal Sur, from the local sources it is known that the house was built in the late 18th
century. Front part of this house is used for commercial purpose besides which is a
narrow and only cne entry. A front stair leads to the upper Noors. Ground floor
consists of only one court in the middle of the whole house which is approached
through the linear and covered corridor. This actually acts as a zone divider as it
segregates the service zone at the back. However, the front part along with the
commercial front remains within the public zone. The rooms behind the commeral
zone serves as living spaces. The zone demarcation lies in the floor division where the

upper floor is reserved for the private purposes containing the habitable spaces.
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Moreover, there prevails three courts, presumably lightwells along the main corridor.

One of these relaies the central coun in the ground floor.

8.3.9 Case Study - 9

32, Shankhari bazar: The house was owned by Hrishikesh Dhar whose majot
occupation was business. The year of construction of the house is late 19th century.
This house has a road frontage of 14 ft and the depth of 105 ft. The approach road
runs on the south side. The ground floor is totally covered, only the backyard
remained open to sky forming the service court. The froat part of the ground floor -
consists an open space with four columns which is used as a living space. The narow
corridor runs aleng the side wall and Jeads to different rooms and stairs, Ths four
storicd building contains a court or open to sky space on the first Moor and second
(losr. In this house, the distribution of space supported by a courtt is difficult to
observe since courts ate mainly introduced w provide light and ventilanon. However,
the service coun exists at the back of the house. Other courls, consarves a heirarchy of
space along with their functional role. The court in the second Moor with a linear stair,
from its size and proportion becomes predominant. Courts are in the form of terrace
on the first Moor and second Ffloor. Though both of them basically serves the
habitable rooms. The section of the house reveals a spatial hierarchy as the northern

part is gradually stopped. Bul the terraces are not connected with the habitable spaces.

8.3.10 Case Study - 10

0. Shankhari bazar: This is also an example of Late 19th century houses. This house
was owned by Prakash Chandra Dhar.

This is an extremely linear site with a road frontage of only 6 ft. The length goes 1o
more than 80 ft. The linear circulation corridor is compelled to be very narrow
allowing only one person walking laterally. However, the front court eliminates the
narrowness of the cordidor and leads to a stair. Next to it is the disproportionate linear
room which opens to the corridor. This room is flanked by court. This second court
is mainly used for inner or private courl having rooms on gither side. Another
stiarcase i3 localed here, The kitchen and toilets ars located at the rear most parn of the

house having a service courl.

8.3.11 Case Siudy - 11

5, Nanda Lal Duta lane, Lakshmi bazar: Original owner of the house was Mansur

Khan whose occupation was business. The house was built in the mid of the 20th
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century. This is a typical house existing in the Old Dhaka. The approach road is very
closed with the building on its east side. This two stored building is enterred through
a narow corridor beneath a slaircase which leads to the habitable roems upward. But
the Iayout suggest that this was a later modification or a secondary entry since there
exists a living room with a veranda in the front side. This living room seems to lead to
the inner pan of the house containing a court. On the back side along the main axis
of the first court, remains another court, lecationally being more private. This is
adjacent to the service court. This third court is located on the south-west corner of

the house.

This house contains two distinct activity blocks separated by the courts. Except the
living room and the veranda, the southern portion is basically the service Zone
consisting of the kitchen,toilets, service stair and servants quarters. The northern part
of the house shows series of fooms in a repealative manner around the first and
second court. Since the side walls of the total building has a little option to be opened
outside for light and ventilation, the court remains the major source of light and
ventilation besides its other socio-cultural and functional roles. Therefore, the location
of differcnt zones, the placement of the habitable rooms on the north appears to be
quite sensitive and climate conscious approach since the court invites the southern air

into the major rooms.

The narthern part being served as & main habitable zone and the southern part for
supportive functions and services. Moreover, in the frontmost part were the living
rooms (hough approached from the main circulation corridor along the first courl.
The only one eniry leads directly to the inner open space from where aclivity zones

are being dispersed.

§.3.12 Case Study - 12

House of mangal Das, 29, K.B. road : Balai Chandra Ghosh was the original owner of

the house. His occupation was business. The house was built in the early 20th cenmry.

The access toad runs on the east of the house. The front facade of the house is
adjacent to the road leaving no set back. The entry is through a narrow alley type
corridor with the northern boundary wall, This corridor gives access (o the living
raom and ends al the court inside. The court is lypically surrounded by circulation
veranda. The front block is also approached from this main court which connecls a
small size court on the south-sast corner. However, adjacent to it is a stair. In fact,

there are two seperate stairs shadng a division wali. This court seems to contain
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services around it being seperated by the wall. The front block of the house rises upto
the Mirst floor with a terrace overlooking the street. The main court is surrounded by
some other isolated rooms which end at the ground floor. In this house, the

arrangement of rooms is more similar to its rural counterpar.

8.3.13 Case Study - 13

House of Manik Babu located at Hazaribag. This house displays a clear segregation
between formal and informal zone. The outhouse or kachari ghar is totally seperated
from the main structure. The approach runs on the east and north-cast of the house in
a curvilinear manner. the entry is located on the east at the junction of two roads. An
entrance court is found which is formed by two building masses, the house proper
and the living room block. This formal is surrcunded by verandas on ils front and
back sides: stairs and other anciliary facilities are articulated laterally. This part of the
house is built in a fashion which exhibits the features and spatial organisation that are

evident in colonial bungalows.

The entry inside the building is possible through the living room block. But existence
of two other courts adjacent to the east road suggests the existence of seperate entries
inside the main house. However, thers remain three major courls, two on the =ast and
one on the north-west comer. The north-eastern court contains the main grouping of
rooms whereas the southern most encompasses the services having a seperale service
entry. The connecting veranda around the court is absent. Rooms were possibly
approached directly from the court though some evidences suggests the corridor

linkage between some of the spaces.

8.4 Summary

These case studies have been selected from different parts of Old Dhaka. All these
show certain degree of diversity in their articulation of space and background. Bul
neveriheless it encompasses a strong uniformity in the spatial relationship among
them. This is due to the non-physical inheritence of traditional forces demgnstrated in
its physical disposition. All buildings strongly exhibit the tradiional norms; sense of
privacy, zening which are transformed in different manner around courts. The
replacement of single court house exhibits the similar notion towards space

demarcation as identified by the grouping around an individual court.

g7



Chapter Nine

Conclusion



Chapter Nine
CONCLUSION

Society is an institution shaped by many external and internal forces. As a result of
these forces, changes take place within the society. These changes are more obvious
when the sociely is under the direct control and contact of the forces emerging due to
different reasons like political, administrative, economic elc. Since the region of
Bengal was under the British colonial rulers for about two hundred years, the above
phenomena have influenced the Bengali society profoundly and still linger in some -
way or other, From the mid-20th century many societies have been perceived as
being transitional between the traditional and the modemnised. In all societies, tradition
is valued for the continvity and perpetuity to integrate the past and the present. The
smdy therefore, attempted to identify the contextual forces on houseform of Bengal

which have infivenced the perpetuity.

The identification of the basics of a seciely reveals some rules and criteria of the
society and culture. This also divulges the extent of influence of the society and
colture in the formation of space and builtform. From anthropological view, culture
as it refers o innumerable aspects of life, is constantly changing by way of
incorporating various aspects. Thevefore, 1t iz 1. adaptive, 2. inlegrated and 3.
changing. Moreover, culrure i subjected to diffusion which refers to a process by
which cnltural elements borrowed from another culture are incorporated intc the
culture of a recipient group. Moreover, culture is learned, shared and is based on
symbols (Haviland, 1970). Therefore, these phenomena are considered 1o be the part
of the process in a culture which engenders openncss in it, The extemt of the npenness
and flexibiliry of any modern sociely is dependent not on the total erosion of the
particularisiic ties, bur on their specific structural placement with regard to more
universalistic ones. ... And while obviously the extension of social mobilization and
differentiation is a necessary condition for the development of modernization, it is the
extent to which such extension will foster openness and staws flexibility that Wil
assure the conditions sufficient for the sustained growth as against breakdewn
{Eisenstadt, 1966).

Cultural aspects of houseform is a totalitarian concept encompassing all its eriteria.
Therefore, the changes or movements in a culre and the subsequent houseform is
not a result of deviation from culture. Rather, it is a natural phenomena withm the
limit of culture. But the question lies in its retention of fundamental rules, either

symbolic or expressive. However, a smdy of rural archetype house and its urban
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counterpart during the first generation urban houses shows a strong resemblance
between the rural and urban houseforms. This resemblance is panly expressive and
partly symbolic. A more detail study of the multi-court houses and their spatial
arrangement reveals the forces of influence. To decipher the contextual forces
influencing the form, an extensive smdy has been done on the growth of Dhaka’s
different social classes. Moreover, the celonial policies inlluencing their lifestyle and

consequent houseform was a part of the analysis.

The case smdies and observations showed that these multi<ourt houses built by the
affluent class used elements from the Indo-Saracenic style on their facades.
Neverheless they were basically explicative of the social, exltural, political and
economic context of the owners and the time, In spatial arrangement, they invariably
embodied the traditional concept of space domain, zoming, privacy in similar
arrangements, The multiple number of courts retains the basic grouping of &
teaditional house. Concept of domains of a traditional house is still represented by the
courts i.c. the three distinet domains (formal, private and service) are physically
expressed through more than one court. Here the cultural norms are found o be

inherited unchanged and transplanied into new physical forms

The stody also reveals that the demand for courl is inherent in our socio-cultural
context and therefore, retains the demand in the present context 100. Couris are being
transformed even in the modern houses where it symbolically takes place in the
centrality of the whole space organisation. The houses built in the 1950s till to the
present time are found 1o have rooms arranged around the dining space, which
necessarily becomes the centre of all household activities. Also in the housss of
luxurous type and apartments of the 1990s, an additional family loonge is found
which becomes the focus of the private zone, This replaces the centrality of dining
and represents the lost court in the traditional form. Other than in these examples,
some multi-storied apartment buildings also have arranged groups of flats around
courlyards. Here the court acts as a social space, which is its primary role, but in a
community level. All these elforts exhibit the necessily of a central space as a social
glement in the indigenous houseform which in some cases alsc modulates the
environment. Therefore, the study jdentifies the significance of the perpetnal demand
and provision of such spaces in all context. It is basically the symbolic

transformation emerging from the inherited demand issued forth from the tradition.

One major limitation of the research on the multi-court houses was the accessibility
into the selectzd houses. In most of the cases, the present occupants became

suspicious when approached for informatien. This was because many such houses,
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being abandoned after the onginal owners left for India after 1947, are now illegaliy
occupied (Rahman, 1996). Ancther difficulty was that most of the buildings were in a
dilapidated condition. In some cases, extensive extension and re-modelling were done
which made the identification of otiginal houses near impossible. The name and
history of the original owner, and the construction year were sometimes not available

even after consulting all standard means and search.

The study, though complete in itself, nevertheless provides the scope for further
studies and research. Future research and studies can be undertaken on the

environmental aspects of these houses which the present study has not elahorated. A d
comprehensive study can be made on the conservation and preservation prospects of
these houses. Study can also be done on the detz! ormamentations, styles and features
of facade treatments of that padicular time. Moreover, a study of local houscform in
the period after Ihe study period of the present can follow. Albeit the houseform of
the time period mentioned here, study can encompass other builtforms as well. Since
lhese houses in most of the cases are occupied by multiple number of families, a
research on the present use pattetn, remodelling and adjustnents, and (he social lives
of the present occupants can present interesting findings. The social and physical
roles of courts among other different culturcs can also be identified, studied and
compared. From spatial peint of vicw, the demand of a central space in houseform
can be further searched out which takes differcnt shapes and pattern in different

context.
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